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EYE 

ORMESBY  WEEK  6-14  JUNE 

As  part  of  European  Year  of  the  Environment  East  Anglian  Water 
Company  are  planning  a week  to  introduce  Ormesby  Broad  to  the  public. 

East  Anglian  Water  Company  (not  to  be  confused  with  the  Authority) 
have  been  using  the  Broad  for  135  years  and  during  this  time  have  been 
vitally  interested  in  it's  conservation  and  protection. 

It  is  planned  that  school  parties  and  individual  naturalists  will  be 
given  access  to  areas  alongside  the  Broad  to  study  fen  and  carr  flora  and 
fauna  during  the  week.  Activities  will  be  based  on  the  waterworks  at 
ormesby  St.  Michael  where  an  information  room  and  small  exhibition  will 
be  set  up. 

If  you  are  interested  or  could  offer  help  with  information  Keith 
Clarke  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

Keith  Clarke,  General  Manager  EAW  Co,  163  High  St,  Lowestoft,  Phone 
Lowestoft  2406 


MANNINGTON  COUNTRYSIDE  PROJECT 

The  Mannington  Countryside  Project  are  holding  an  open  weekend  on 
Saturday  3rd  May  from  ll.OOhrs  to  18.00hrs  and  on  Sunday  4th  May  from 
ll.OOhrs  to  17.00hrs. 

The  weekend  marks  the  launching  of  the  Mannington  Countryside 

Project.  The  Project  which  started  in  July  1986  has  5 Main  aims. 

1.  The  establishment  of  a network  of  footpaths  on  the  estate  for  public 
use . 

2.  Practical  conservation  management  of  woods  and  meadows. 

3.  The  provision  of  maps  of  trails  and  footpaths  and  other  information. 

4.  Recording  and  protecting  of  wildlife  on  the  estate. 

5.  Lectures,  course  and  guided  walks  on  wildlife  and  the  countryside. 

To  mark  the  launch  of  the  project  we  are  holding  • the  Countryside 

weekend-  with  the  aim  of  introducing  the  public  to  the  Project  and  to  the 
pleasures  of  the  Countryside. 

About  25  organizations  representing  all  aspects  of  Countryside 
management  will  be  represented.  Most  of  these  will  be  organizing 

activites  for  the  public  to  join  in  with,  as  well  as  providing  displays 
of  their  own  work.  AS  well  as  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Naturalists' 

Society  these  organizations  will  include  the  Nature  Conservancy  Council, 
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the  Farmworkers  Union  and  the  newly  formed  Norfolk  Rural  Community 
Council . 

In  addition  of  couse  the  full  network  of  paths  and  trails  around  the 
estate  will  be  open  for  the  first  time.  The  estate  covers  some  2500  acres 
of  farmland,  woodland,  water  and  meadows. 

Mike  Appleton 

WANTED  VOLUNTEERS  to  help  on  the  Society  Stall  or  act  as  guides  on  the 
Nature  Trails,  if  you  are  interested  please  contact  Colin  Dack . 


RARE  PLANTS 


It  is  now  ten  years  since  the  Nature  Conservancy  Council  carried  out 
a survey  of  nationally  rare  vascular  plants  (ie  those  listed  in  the 
British  Red  Data  book)  We  are  therefore  hoping  to  review  the  status  of 
these  plants  in  the  county  during  1987  and  would  appreciate  the 
assistance  of  anyone  familiar  with  the  locations  of  the  following: 


Alisma  gramineum 

Alopecurus  bulbosus 

Alyssum  alyssoides 

Arnoseris  minima 

Artemisia  campestris 

Atriplex  longipes 

Bromus  tectorum 

Dryopteris  cristata 

Eriophorum  gracile 

Gnaphalium  luteo-album 

Hammarbya  paludosa 

Herniasria  glabra 

Limonium  bel lidif olium 

Liparis  loeselii 

Maianthemum  bifolium 

Muscari  atlanticum  (neglectum) 

Najas  marina 

Orobanche  purpurea 

Phleum  phleoides 

Scutellaria  hastifolia 

Silene  otites 

Thymus  serpyllum 

Veronica  praecox 

Veronica  spicata 

Veronica  triphyllos 

Veronica  verna 

pilularia  globulifera 


Ribbon-leaved  Water-plantain 
Bulbous  Foxtail 
Small  Alison 
Lamb's  Succory 

Field  Wormwood  (Breckland  Mugwort) 

long-stalked  Orache 

Drooping  Brome 

Crested  Buckler-fern 

Slender  Cottongrass 

Jersey  cudweed 

Bog  Orchid 

Smooth  Rupturewort 

Matted  Sea-Lavender 

Fen  Orchid 

May  Lily 

Grape  Hyacinth 

Holly-leaved  Naiad 

Yarrow  (Purple)  Broomrape 

Purple-stem  Cat's-tail 

Norfolk  (spear-leaved)  Skullcap 

Spanish  Catchfly 

Breckland  Thyme 

Breckland  Speedwell 

Spiked  Speedwell 

Fingered  Speedwell 

Spring  Speedwell 

Pillwort 


The  task  need  only  involve  visiting  the  site  you  know  of  once  during 
the  season  and  a rough  map  and  count  (or  estimate)  of  the  number  of 
plants.  However  the  more  information  that  can  be  gathered  the  better. 

If  you  are  able  to  help  with  this  task  please  contact  Rhodri  Thomas 
at  the  Nature  Conservancy  Council  office,  60  Bracondale,  Norwich 
(Tel. Norwich  620558),  from  where  "population  recording  forms"  are 
available.  All  records  will  be  treated  in  confidence.  All  recorders  will 
be  sent  a report  on  the  survey,  which  will  outline  the  status  of  these  27 
plants  in  the  county  though  no  mention  of  specific  localities  will  occur 
in  this  report.  All  help  will  be  gratefully  received,  as  it  is  only  by 
identifying  the  sites  and  population  trends  of  these  plants  that  steps 
can  be  taken  to  ensure  their  survival . 


Rhodri  Thomas,  Conservation  Assistant  Norfolk 
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SOCIETY  NOTICE  BOARD 
Workshops 

Sunday  29th  March  1987  2.30  p.m.  14.30hrs  at  Lound  Waterworks  laboratory 
for  a further  look  at  DIATOMS  with  Keith  Clarke  and  at  the  Castle  Museum 
on  Wednesday  1st  April  1987  7.30  p.m.  19.30hrs  to  discuss  the  formation 
of  a MICROSCOPY  Group.  These  workshops  to  replace  the  meetings  canceled 
due  to  the  heavy  snow  in  January.  A DRAGONFLY  identification  workshop 
will  be  held  at  the  Castle  Museum  on  Tuesday  28th  April  At  7.30  p.m. 
19 . 30hrs . 

LETTERS 

You  ask,  in  'Natterjack'  No.  15,  for  suggestions  for  future  Society 
workshops.  I would  like  to  suggest  that  we  have  a workshop  on  birds . In 
particular  I would  like  to  learn  to  identify  more  birds  by  their  song, 
perhaps  through  having  some  early  morning  and  late  evening  sessions  in 
spring  / summer.  I would  also  welcome  the  opportunity  of  doing,  or  rather 
assisting  with,  mist  net  trapping  and  ringing.  I'm  sure  the  bird  experts 
in  the  Society  could  arrange  some  very  interesting  and  instructive 
workshops,  perhaps  including  a weekend  away  to  view  birds  in  a habitat 
not  found  in  Norfolk,  eg.  to  the  Fame  Islands. 

Phyll  Hardie. 

Reply  by  Charles  Neale 

A bird  identification  morning  lead  by  Mr  Michael  Seago  at  Strumpshaw 
RSPB  Reserve  on  Sunday  17th  May  at  7.00  a.m.  TG241066. 

An  evening  visit  to  Sparham  Pools  N N T Reserve  followed  by  dusk  at 
Alderford  common  (for  Nightingales  I hope)  on  Thursday  4th  June:-  Details 
in  87/88  programme. 

It  is  hoped  to  arrange  an  autumn  visit  to  Holme  Dunes  Reserve  and 
N.O.A.  observatory  where  we  hope  Mr  Peter  Clarke  may  be  able  to  show  us 
some  bird-ringing:-  details  in  'Natterjack'  / 87/88  Programme. 

SOME  DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY 

June  1987 

Thurday  4th  19.00hrs  Alderford  Common  and  Lyng  Pits 

Sunday  7th  ll.OOhrs  Castle  Acre  and  River  Nar 

Wednesday  10th  19.00hrs  Manor  Farm  Wymondham 
(conducted  tour  by  Mr  Phillip  Richardson  the  farmer.) 

Sunday  14th  ll.OOhrs  Hockham  Fen 

Sunday  28th  ll.OOhrs  Longmoor  Point  Catfield 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

These  become  due  on  April  1st  1987.  Current  rates  are  as  follows:- 
Junior  £3.00  Ordinary  £6.00 

Family  £7.50  Affiliation  £15.00 

Subscriptions  to  the  Treasurer,  please  : D.A.Dorling,  St.  Edmundsbury, 

6 New  Road,  Hethersett,  Norwich,  Norfolk.  NR9  3HH 

Bearing  in  mind  the  cost  of  publications  and  the  very  full  programme  of 
both  indoor  and  outdoor  meeting  we  offer  to  members,  this  is  surely  value 
for  money  second  to  none! 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  NEXT  NATTERJACK  should  be  sent  to  Colin  Dack, 
12  Toftwood,  Dereham  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ. 

A NEW  BOOK  ON  PLANT  GALLS 

A new  book  on  plant  galls  has  been  Published  by  the  British  Plant 
Gall  Society  it  is  the  PROVISIONAL  KEYS  TO  BRITISH  PLANT  GALLS,  Edited  by 
F.B. Stubbs.  This  Book  is  £4.50  + .50p  P.P.  total  £5.  from  Rex  Haney. 


4 


GALLS 

These  have  been  defined  as  any  enlargement  of  a plant  cell,  tissue  or 
organ,  induced  by  the  stimulus  of  a parasitic  organism,  as  a regular 
incident  in  the  life  of  the  parasite. 

They  are  an  interesting  study  and  there  is  a great  deal  more  to  be 
discovered.  There  are  questions  to  be  answered  - such  as  why  does  our 
Contorted  Willow  Salix  matsudana  not  bear  galls,  yet  is  within  a few 
yards  of  Large  Willow  trees  that  do?  What  is  the  causal  agent  of  the 
"Witches  Broom"  that  we  found  on  a Hawthorn  tree? 

Very  few  galls  have  been  described  on  fungi,  although  we  did  find  a 
new  gall  midge  a few  years  ago,  which  produced  swellings  upon  the  surface 
of  a bark  encrusting  fungus  Peniophora  cinerea . 

A distorted  resupinate  fungus  from  Honingham  fen  had  yellow  swollen 
parts  on  a normally  brownish  surface  Coniophora  puteana  and  although 
reported  from  several  counties  the  cause  is  still  unknown.  Fungus-gnats 
Mycetophila  lunata  we  have  bred  from  this  material  but  these  cannot  be 
the  cause,  since  we  have  also  bred  them  from  the  normal  fungus. 

In  October  we  collected  distorted  capsules  of  the  Field  poppy  Papaver 
rhoeas  by  the  roadside  in  Welborne.  The  causal  agents  are  gall-wasps 
Ay lax  minor  which  emerged  in  May  the  following  year.  They  cause 
enlargement  and  destruction  of  many  of  the  ovules  and  those  seeds  which 
do  mature  must  have  dispersal  difficulties  . 

When  affecting  capsules  of  the  Longhead  Poppy  Papaver  dubium  the 
enlargement  causes  many  of  them  to  be  globular  and  could  be  thought  at 
first  glance  to  be  those  of  the  Field  Poppy  Papaver  rhoeas . 

Members  taking  interest  in  galls  would  find  this  pursuit  very 
rewarding . 

L . & . R . Evans 

A PARASITE,  A WOODWASP  AND  A FUNGUS 

Some  years  ago  I noticed  an  unusual  Ichneumon  like  black  wasp  in  the 
garden.  This  was  collected  and  found  to  be  in  good  condition  as  if  newly 
emerged.  It  was  identified  as  Ibalia  leucospoides  a parasite  of 
woodwasps.  Such  a woodwasp  is  Sirex  noct i 1 io  which  has  been  responsible 
for  much  damage  to  Pinus  radiata  trees  in  New  Zealand. 

It  was  not  surprising  when  later  that  month  two  woodwasps  were 
brought  to  me  by  people  in  the  village.  These  woodwasps  carry  a fungus  in 
special  sacs,  each  time  the  ovipositor  is  inserted  into  the  tree  a 
quantity  of  this  is  liberated.  The  fungal  threads  that  grow  inside  the 
wood  form  the  chief  food  for  the  young  larvae  before  they  begin  to 
tunnel.  This  is  a symbiotic  relationship  of  great  importance. 

The  fungus  clearly  must  be  present  somewhere  in  the  area  either 
introduced  on  timber,  or  occurring  naturally.  It  is  Amylostereum 
chail letii  which  we  have  found  previously  in  Warwickshire,  and  have 
supplied  material  for  research  to  Australia. 

It  is  not  at  all  common  and  does  not  seem  to  have  been  recorded  in 
Norfolk.  However  due . to  the  clues  provided  by  the  above  insects  we  were 
not  surprised  to  find  this  wood  encrusting  fungus  at  last  in  Hockering 
Wood  this  year. 

R. & . L. Evans 

PARASITES  AND  PREDATORS  OF  SPIDERS 

Some  flies  Megeselia  pulicaria  and  Megesel ia  nasonii  lay  their  eggs 
in  spider's  egg  sacs,  where  the  emerging  larvae  feed  on  the  hosts  eggs. 
Others  have  larvae  which  enter  the  body  of  the  spider  and  consume  it  from 
within  Acrocera . etc. 

Spiders  are  also  attacked  by  wasp  like  insects  Hymenoptera  whose 
offspring  also  eat  their  eggs  Tromatobia,  Gelis , Trychosis  etc,  or  they 
may  lay  an  egg  on  the  spider's  abdomen  where  on  hatching  the  larvae 
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proceeds  to  eat  the  unfortunate  creature  from  the  outside  Acrodactala 
Polysphincta  etc . 

Other  Hymenoptera  paralyse  the  spider  by  stinging  it,  then  take  its 
body  as  food  for  their  offspring  Pompilidae. 

The  following  account  of  a spider  predator  has  some  variation  from 
others  as  noted  above. 

A curled  Blackberry  leaf  found  on  Honing  Common  July  14  on 
examination  was  found  to  contain  four  white  cocoons  inside,  with  the 
remains  of  a spider  Clubionidae . From  these  cocoons  emerged  Hymenoptera 
on  24/26  July,  identified  as  Zaglyptus  varipes . 

This  predator  attacks  and  kills  the  spider  in  her  egg  nest.  She  lays 
eggs  within  the  leaf,  on  hatching  the  larvae  eats  both  spider  and  eggs- 
if  no  eggs  are  present  they  manage  on  the  spider  alone. 

The  attacks  on  spiders  are  by  no  means  uncommon,  representatives  of 
all  the  groups  mentioned  above  have  been  found  in  Norfolk. 

Indeed,  a spiders  lot  is  not  a happy  one! 

R . Evans 


B.S.B.I.  MONITORING  SCHEME 

A number  of  people  have  written  expressing  interest  in  this  scheme, 
following  my  note  in  the  last  "Natterjack".  Thank  you  all.  Some  of  you 
have  also  wondered  aloud  whether  you  are  'high  powered  enough',  to  use 
one  phrase.  I will  put  the  situation  to  you,  as  it  pertains  to  East 
Norfolk . 

We  have  4 10km  squares  involved  in  the  monitoring  scheme,  of  which 
one,  TG31,  the  Ludham  square,  has  been  adopted  by  Mr  R.  Driscoll  of 
Norwich  Castle  Museum,  assisted  by  Mr  E.  T.  Daniels.  This  leaves  us  with 
three  squares  to  cover,  namely  TM08 (Kenninghall ) , TG01 ( Hockering ) and 
TG04 (Blakeney ) . In  these  squares  the  same  three  tetrads  have  to  be 
covered  thoroughly,  namely  A,J,&W.  To  those  of  you  not  familiar  with  the 
BSBI  tetrad  numbering,  taking  the  10  km  square,  these  are  the  bottom  left 
tetrads  (4x1  km  squares),  the  second  from  the  left  at  the  top,  and  the 
second  from  the  bottom  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  square.  (Tetrad  J in 
the  Blakeney  square  is  a couple  of  miles  out  to  sea,  so  won't  feature!) 

As  I am  not  available  at  week-ends,  I propose  to  hold  a mid  week 
evening  meetings  in  each  tetrad  except  W in  TG01,  in  which  I live.  If  you 
have  been  confused  by  my  description  of  the  tetrad  numbering,  you  can 
look  up  from  the  following  list  where  the  various  are.  Most  of  the 

recording  will  be  done  from  lanes  and  public  rights  of  way,  but  where 

obvious  features  of  importance  are  known  to  occur,  permission  to  enter 
these  will  be  sought.  If  you  come  to  any  of  these  meetings  and  as  a 

result,  feel  you  are  'high  powered  enough',  I shall  be  pleased  to 
allocate  either  a square,  or  a tetrad  to  you.  The  list  of  evenings 
planned  is  as  follows.  The  time  of  the  meeting  in  every  case  is  19.00hrs. 

Tuesday  May  12th.  Dereham.  Dumpling  Green  TG000119. 

Wednesday  May  20th.  Bawdeswell  Heath.  TG033198.  (roadside  layby  and 
perhaps  off  road). 

Tuesday  June  2nd.  Langham  at  end  of  lane,  TG019410. 

Tuesday  June  16th.  Kelling  Heath.  TG100420  (entry  is  from  the  next 

tetrad! ) 

Tuesday  June  30th.  near  Broomscot  Common,  Garboldisham  TM005802. 

Tuesday  July  14th.  Quidenham.  TM037883. 

Tuesday  July  28th.  Bressingham  'Common'  Tm092827. 


Alec  Bull 
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WEST  HARLXNG  MEETING 

14th  September  1986 


This  is  a list 

LEPIDOPTERA 
larvae 
Fox  Moth 
Yellow-tail 
Grey  Dagger 
Broom  Moth 
Coxcomb  Prominent 
White  Ermine 
White-spotted  Pug 
Lime-speck  Pug 
Comma 
Imagoes 
Silver  Y 

Lesser  Yellow  Underwing 
Small  Tortoishell 
Small  White 
Speckled  Wood 
Common  Blue 


of  insects  found  by  Ken  Durrant 


Macrothylacia  rubi  L. 
Euproctis  similis  Fuers. 
Acronicta  psi  L. 

Ceramica  pisi  L. 

Ptilodon  capucina  L. 
Spilosoma  lubricipeda  L. 
Eupithecia  tripunctaria  H-S. 

centaureata  D&S. 
Polygonia  c-album  L. 

Autographa  gamma  L. 

Noctua  comes  Hb. 

Aglais  urticas  L. 

Pieris  rapae  L. 

Pararge  aegeria  L.  tircis. 
Polyommatus  icarus  Rott. 


DIPTERA 

Nephrotoma  scurra  Mg. 

Syrphus  ribesii  L. 

Helophilus  pendulus  L. 

Catabomba  pyrastri  L. 

Sphaerophoria  scripta  L. 

Episyrphus  balteatus  Deg. 

Eristalis  tenax  L. 

Meliscaeva  cinctella  Zett. 
Mesembrina  meridiana  L. 

Echinomyia  ferox  Panz. 

Sarcophaga  carnaria  L. 

Prosena  siberita  Fab. 

Syritta  pipiens  L. 

Xylota  sylvarum  L. 

Chyromya  flava  L. 

Chlorops  scalaris  Mg. 

Machimus  aticapillus  Fin. 

COLEOPTERA 

Nicrophorus  humata  Goez . 

vespillo  L. 
investigator  Zett. 
Oiceoptoma  thoracicum  L. 

Phosphuga  atrata  L. 

Anatis  ocellata  L. 

Coccinella  7 punctata  L. 
Subcoccinel la  24  punctata  L. 
Propylea  14  punctata  L. 

Exochomus  quadripustulatus  L. 
Galeruca  tanaceti  L. 

Aphodius  contaminatus  Hb. 
Sermylassa  halensis  L. 

Agapanthia  vil losoviridescens  Deg. 
Sphaeroderma  testaceum  Fab. 


HYMENOPTERA 
Vespa  crabro  L. 

Paravespula  germanica  Fab. 
Bombus  lapidarius  L. 

" lucorum  L. 

Halictus  albipes  Fab. 

Pimpla  instigator  Fab. 
Heplopelmus  variegatorius  Panz 
Enicospilus  ramidulus  L. 

ORTHOPTERA 

Leptophyes  punctatissima  Bose. 
Chorthippus  albomarginatus  Deg 

PSOCOPERA 

Graphopsocus  cruciatus  L. 

HEMIPTERA 
Homs  . 

Aphrophora  alni  Fin. 
Strongylocephalus  agrestis  Fin 
Evacanthus  interruptus  L. 
Stenocranus  minutus  Fab. 

Hets . 

Picromerus  bidens  L. 

Dolycoris  baccarum  L. 

Palomena  prasina  L. 

Stenodema  laevigatum  L. 
Dolichonabis  limbatus  Dahl. 
Himacerus  apterus  Fab. 

Nabis  ericetorum  Schol . 
Polymerus  palustris  Reut. 

NEUROPTERA 

Chrysopa  carnea  Stphs . 
Hemerobius  lutescens  Fab. 
Micromus  variegatus  Fab. 
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SOCIETY  NOTICE  BOARD 
MICROSCOPY  GROUP 

The  first  meeting  of  this  group  was  held  at  Norwich  Castle  Museum  on 
1st  April.  Twelve  members  were  entertained  by  Keith  Clarke,  Malcolm  Thain 
and  Tony  Irwin,  whose  informal  slide  shows  involved  pond  life  (including 
diatoms),  ectoparasites  and  a variety  of  creatures  photographed  by 
scanning  electron  microscope.  A visit  to  the  SEM  suite  at  UEA  was  one  of 
the  items  it  was  hoped  to  arrange  in  a programme  of  practical  workshops 
during  the  coming  year.  Other  demonstrations  at  the  meeting  included 
fluid  mounts  prepared  by  David  Fagg  and  some  very  clever  lighting  systems 
operated  by  Dick  Hammond. 

If  enthusiasm  is  a measure  of  potential  success  then  this  group  has  a 
rosy  future.  All  members  of  the  Society  are  welcome  to  attend  meeting, 
which  are  held  in  the  Castle  Museum  at  7.30  pm. 

17  June  - A basic  practical  session  including  simple  slide  preparation, 
getting  the  light  right  and  looking  after  the  instrument. 

15  July  - Photography,  drawing  and  measuring  using  the  microscope.  Live 
examination  of  pond  life. 

NORFOLK  BUTTERFLY  SURVEY:  NORFOLK  MOTH  SURVEY:  NORFOLK  DRAGONFLY  SURVEY. 

Any  one  who  has  not  received  details  of  these  surveys  and  would  like 
to  be  involved  should  contact  Tony  Irwin  at  the  Castle  Museum. 

WORKSHOP  DATES. 

(All  at  the  castle  Museum,  at  7.30  pm  unless  stated  otherwise.) 

5 June  - Butterfly  identification  and  survey  results  to  date. 

6 June  - (10.00  am)  Moth  identification  - beginners'  session. 

5 August  - Water  Weeds.  This  identification  workshop  should  help  everyone 
with  an  interest  in  freshwater  life.  Not  to  be  missed! 

10  August  - Caterpiller  workshop  - Techniques  and  identification.  Pets 
welcome . 

24  September  - Moths.  Identification  of  Autumn  species  and  review  of  the 
survey . 
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Early  October  - Slugs! 

Future  workshops  will  include:  insect  photography;  introduction  to 

lichens;  centipedes,  millipedes  and  woodlice;  bumblebees;  small  mammals; 
dragonfly  larvae. 

Annual  Subscription 

This  is  to  remind  members  that  their  subscription  was  due  on  the  1st 
April-.  cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  Norfolk  & Norwich 

Naturalists'  Society. 

Annual  Subscription  rates  are: 

Junior  £3.00  Ordinary  £6.00 

Family  £7.50  Affiliation  £15.00 

D.A.Dorling,  Honorary  Treasurer. 

"St  Edmundsbury" , 6 New  Road,  Hethersett,  Norwich.  NR 9 3HH . 

WARNING 

If  your  Subscription  has  lapsed  for  more  than  one  year  and  the  Hon 
Treasurer  has  not  received  your  subscription  by  the  1st  August  1987. 
your  name  will  be  deleted  from  the  membership  roll. 

Colin  Dack,  Membership  Secretary. 

1987  TRANSACTIONS 

Some  of  you  will  have  noticed  that  there  is  no  Transactions  with  this 
mailing.  Unfortunately  it  has  been  delayed  this  year  (for  which  the 
editor  accepts  responsibility)  and  we  felt  it  better  to  get  the 
programmes  out  on  time  and  send  the  Transactions  later.  There  is  plenty 
to  look  forward  to,  with  articles  on  Thompson  Common,  brambles, 
saltmarsh,  snakes,  moths  millipedes  and  much,  much  more! 

1986  ONE- DAY  CONFERENCE 

The  proceedings  of  the  conference  "The  amateur  naturalist  in  the 
changing  countryside"  have  now  been  published  as  a 44-page  booklet.  This 
is  being  sent  free  to  all  conference  participants.  Other  members  of  the 
Society  may  obtain  copies  at  £1.00  each.  The  cost  to  non-members  is 
£2.00. 

"LOOKING  FOR  PLANT  GALLS"  - COMPETITION. 

The  British  Plant  Gall  Society  are  offering  three  equal  prizes  of  £5 
plus  copies  of  the  Provisional  key  to  winners  of  their  nation-wide  essay 
competition. 

The  competition  is  for  children  and  young  persons  up  to  18  years  of 
age.  Entries  written  on  the  subject  above  should  be  sent  to  Rex  Haney, 
124  Fakenham  Road,  Taverham,  Norwich,  NR8  6QH  by  1st  September  1987.  Age 
will  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  two  judges,  Ken  Durrant,  our 
N.N.N.S.  Chairman  and  Rex  Haney. 

SOILWATCH 

44%  of  arable  land  in  England  and  Wales  is  now  at  risk  from  soil 
erosion,  according  to  the  Soil  association's  recent  soil  sampling  survey. 
Intensive  cultivation  and  hedge  removal  has  left  land  vulnerable  to  the 
ravages  of  wind,  a situation  which  could  create  'dust  bowls'  in  future. 


3 


The  S.A.  has  now  launched  a more  detailed  survey  and  would  like  to  hear 
from  anyone  interested  in  taking  part  in  their  own  locality.  The  Soil 
association,  86  - 88  Colston  Street,  Bristol  BSl  5BB  tel:  0272  290661. 
(Wording  taken  direct  from  "Home  Farm"  mag.  April  1987) 

COASTWATCH 

A prime  aim  of  Coastwatch  is  to  collect  basic  information  on  the 
distribution  and  extent  of  coastal  habitats  and  the  intensity  of  human 
activies  which  may  change  and,  perhaps,  damage  them.  In  order  to  do  this 
two  surveys  have  been  developed. 

1 Habitat  Mapping  servey  in  which  coastal  habitats  such  as  rocky  and 
sandy  shores,  cliff  slopes  and  sanddunes  are  marked  onto  large  scale  maps 
using  coloured  pencils  from  which  their  areas  and  lengths  are  measured. 

2 Coastal  Uses  and  Activity  Survey  in  which  human  pressures  such  as  bait 
digging  and  sewage  outfalls  occurring  in  coastal  habitats  are  recorded. 

Details  from:  Teresa  Bennett,  Coastwatch  Coordinator,  Nature  Conservancy 
Council,  Northminster  House,  Peterbourough , PEI  1UA 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  GROUP 

The  Winter  of  1986/87  has  been  a long  overdrawn  one,  and  here  we  are 
midway  through  April  and  Spring  like  weather  seems  as  far  away  as  ever. 
We  can  however  look  back  with  the  knowledge  that  whatever  the  weather  our 
monthly  meeting  have  been  well  attended.  The  lectures  have  been 
interesting  and  our  awareness  of  both  natural  history  and  photography 
very  much  increased,  thanks  to  the  individual  lecturers  who  contributed 
to  the  programme.  The  highlight  of  the  year  was  undoubtedly  the  Group 
Lecture  "The  Coastline  of  East  Anglia"  given  to  the  Society  on  Wednesday 
28th  January.  It  was  special  in  that  the  majority  of  our  members  were 
represented  in  the  slides  shown.  The  work  of  selecting  the  slides, 
putting  them  in  order  and  the  final  presentation,  was  undertaken  by  Mr 
Paul  Banham  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  an  excellent  evening  of 
commentary . 

So  much  for  the  1986/87  season  now  to  a close  - how  about  1987/88  ? 
Having  been  concerned  with  the  drafting  of  the  Society  programme  to  be 
issued  shortly,  I am  able  to  say  that  given  fine  weather  the  field 
meetings  arranged  should  provide  ample  opportunity  for  both  natural 
history  and  pictorial  photography.  We  need  your  pictures  for  next  years 
group  presentation  to  the  Society,  scheduled  for  Thursday  14th  April 
1988,  under  the  title  "East  Anglia  through  the  seasons".  With  this  in 
mind,  with  a whole  year  in  which  to  prepare,  and  with  a title  which  gives 
ample  scope  whatever  your  particular  spacialist  interest,  let  us  have 
lots  and  lots  of  pictures. 

The  Photographic  Group  will  continue  to  meet  at  the  Assembly  house 
this  coming  year,  the  Edmund  Bacon  Room  having  been  booked  throughout 
from  September  1987,  to  and  including  May  1988.  The  programme  set  out 
below,  will  I feel  sure  prove  to  be  an  interesting  and  entertaining  one. 
As  hitherto  members  are  asked  to  bring  along  up  to  six  of  their  own 
slides  for  showing  after  each  main  lecture. 

Finally  it  is  time  once  again  to  remind  readers  that  non-members  of 
the  group  who  are  interested  in  photography  but  as  yet  are  involved,  are 
welcome  to  attend  our  meeting,  - who  knows  our  efforts  may  inspire  them 
to  take  up  the  hobby. 


Bob  Robinson 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC  GROUP  PROGRAMME  1987/88 

Wednesday 
Sept  9th 
19 . 30hrs 

"The  Decline  of  the  British  Honeybee" 
by  Mr  R Cutter 

Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 

Sunday 
Oct  18th 
11 .OOhrs 

Photographic  Outing  to  Felbrigg  Gt  Wood  for  Fungus 
& Autumn  Colour.  By  Kind  permission  of  the  N.T. 

No  fungus  specimens  to  be  taken.  Photographs  only 
please.  Meet  main  car  park,  TG196395 

Wednesday 
Oct  21st 
1 9 . 30hrs 

"Four  Months  in  south  Georgia" 
by  Mr  J Rhind 

Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 

Wednesday 
Nov  25th 
19 . 30hrs 

"Norfolk  the  finest  bird  County" 
by  Mr  M Seago 

Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 

Monday 
Dec  14th 
19. 30hrs 

"Exploring  the  Isles  of  Orkney  & Faroe 
By  Mrs  A Wilson 

Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 

Wednesday 
Jan  20th 
19 . 30hrs 

"Between  the  Tides" 

By  Mr  J Fenton 

Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 

Thursday 
Feb  18th 
19. 30hrs 

"Walking  the  Pennine  Way" 
by  Mr  P Negal 

Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 

Thursday 
March  17th 
19. 30hrs 

"Wildlife  in  the  Garden" 
by  Mr  T Jennings 

Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 

Thursday 
April  14th 
19. 30hrs 

"East  Anglia  through  the  Seasons" 
Photographic  Group  presentation  to  Society 

City  Library  Lecture  Theatre 

Wednesday 
May  18th 
19 . 30hrs 

Members  Evening 

A challenge  - your  slides  to  match  the  theme 
"Broadland" . up  to  10  slides  each  please. 
Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 

Bob  Robinson. 

A CLUSTER  OF  MITES 

Each  year  especially  in  the  Autumn  we  see  so-called  Harvest  Spiders 
with  their  long  slender  legs  and  round  bodies.  Quite  often  they  have 
conspicuous  Red  Mites  clinging  to  their  legs  and  body. 

This  behaviour  of  Mites  is  not  confined  to  Harvest  Spiders  and  we 
have  seen  ten  on  a Stable  Fly  Stomyx  calcitrans . Another  fly  carried  3 
False  Scorpions,  reddish  brown  small  creatures  about  2-3mm  in  length. 

The  object  of  these  tiny  arachnids  is  dispersal  to  other  areas,  when 
harmless  it  is  known  as  phoresy  In  some  cases  however  it  is  not  merely 
hitch-hiking  but  is  true  parasitism. 
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In  our  garden  last  year  we  recorded  three  specimens  of  the  lesser 
Stag  Beetle  Dorcus  paral lelopipedus . This  is  unusual  and  the  first  time 
we  have  seen  them  here  during  the  last  10  years 

One  of  these  had  suffered  considerable  damage  and  the  foreparts  of 
two  legs  were  missing.  It  was  heavily  infested  with  mites  which  proved 
very  difficult  to  remove,  as  they  were  firmly  attached  by  strong  brownish 
threads  to  many  parts  of  the  beetle.  They  could  not  be  removed  by 
brushing  as  is  possible  often  when  they  are  found  on  Burying  Beetles. 
Tweezers  and  patience  eventually  removed  them. 

The  count  was  a 'mitey'  figure  of  326. 


Reg  Evans 


A NEW  HOST 

Whilst  walking  along  the  road  in  Welborne  we  saw  a Lesser  Broomrape 
Orobanche  minor  growing  near  a Foxglove  in  a neighbour  garden,  no  other 
plant  was  within  1 1/2  feet  of  the  Foxglove,  we  were  allowed  to  dig  up 
both  plants. 

On  examination  firm  attachment  was  seen  between  the  host's  roots  and 
the  parasite.  These  were  replanted  again  to  await  any  further  results  in 
1987  . 

There  was  a large  stem  of  the  Broomrape  about  15"  tall  bearing  55 
flowers  and  at  the  base  where  it  joined  the  host,  a swelling  about  3/4" 
diameter.  The  Foxglove  roots  also  bore  a smaller  shoot  of  the  Broomrape 
which  was  still  growing  on  August  20th.  This  had  flowers  very  close  to 
soil  level.  Where  seed  produced  would  be  near  the  host's  roots. 

The  Lesser  broomrape  Orobanche  minor  is  said  to  be  parasitic  on 
Clover  and  others  of  the  family  papilionaceae  and  we  have  seen  it  on  a 
Clover  patch  in  the  village.  It  is  also  to  be  found  on  plants  of  the 
Compositae  family. 

As  this  host.  Foxglove  Scrophulariaceae  does  not  appear  in  the 
literature  it  seems  to  be  new-  that  is,  of  course,  unless  you  know 
different ! 

IVY  BROOMRAPE 

Many  years  ago  we  collected  a small  quantity  of  Ivy  Broomrape 
Orobanche  hederae  seeds  whilst  botanising  in  Ireland.  We  uncovered  the 
roots  of  a Giant  Ivy  Hedera  colchica  and  scattered  the  seeds  in  September 
where  they  produced  flowering  stems  the  following  year.  On  moving  to 
Norfolk  we  took  a capsule  of  seed  and  introduced  them  to  Ivy  Hedera  helix 
also  in  the  garden.  Here  they  have  produced  flowering  plants  each  year 
for  the  last  10  years.  Why  is  this  adaptable  Broomrape  not  appearing 
naturally  in  the  County? 


Reg  & Lil  Eavns 


A NEW  NORFOLK  RECORD 

Centipedes  are  nocturnal  creatures,  fast  moving  and  possessed  of  a 
pair  of  poison  claws  by  which  their  prey  is  captured  and  killed.  They 
would  seem  to  be  unlikely  hosts  for  a small  parasitic  fly. 
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A small  Centipede  was  collected  from  leaf  litter  in  Blue  Stone  Wood 
Norfolk,  in  June  last  year.  In  colour  it  was  rather  different  from  the 
usual  reddish  brown  of  our  Common  Centipede  Lithobius  f orf icatus  as  it 
had  a slight  purplish  tinge.  It  was  hoped  that  when  fullgrown  it  might  be 
of  interest  and  not  be  our  common  species,  in  any  case  its  behaviour  and 
feeding  habits  could  be  studied. 

However  the  centipede  became  noticably  sluggish,  did  not  feed  as 
voraciously  as  expected  and  eventually  died.  The  carcase  was  swollen  in 
one  area  and  raised  hopes  that  a parasite  of  some  kind  was  likely  to 
emerge . 

On  June  5th  a small  fly  was  in  the  container  having  emerged  from  a 
puparium  within  the  hosts  body.  This  was  determined  by  The  British  Museum 
as  Eloceria  delecta  Meigen.  This  is  now  in  their  collection  where  there 
are  a few  other  specimens.  There  is  also  one  continental  record  of  this 
species  breeding  in  a centipede. 

Reg  Evans 


POLYSTYRENE  MOTH  COCOONS 

Puss  Moth  larvae  construct  their  cocoons  of  silk  and  line  them  with 
scrapings  taken  from  the  surface  of  the  wood  on  which  they  intend  to 
pupate.  The  result  is  a hard  cocoon  of  a colour  much  like  the  wood  on 
which  it  rests  and  quite  strong  enough  to  resist  most  predators. 

Larvae  were  provided  not  with  wood  but  a sheet  of  polystyrene.  One 
solved  the  camouflage  problem  by  sticking  willow  leaves  of  the  food  plant 
to  cover  the  cocoon. 

The  second,  unable  to  reach  the  willow  leaves,  placed  small  white 
chips  of  the  polystyrene  on  the  outside  of  the  cocoon.  These  scattered 
particles  showed  up  strongly  in  contrast  to  the  brownish  silk  of  the 
cocoon,  this  seem  to  be  some  attempt  to  conceal  the  brownish  colour  from 
the  white  surround. 

Neither  of  these  cocoons  were  as  hard  as  the  normal. 

The  moth  emerges  by  liberating  formic  acid,  to  dissolve  the  silk 
threads  holding  the  wood  fragments  and  pushes  its  way  out. 

No  difficulty  is  foreseen. 


Reg  Evans . 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  NEXT  NATTERJACK  should  be  sent  to  Colin  Dack, 
12,  Shipdham  Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ,  to  arrive  not 
later  than  15th  July  1987.  Contributions  sent  after  this  date  will  not  be 
accepted  for  the  August  Natterjack. 
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The  quarterly  bulletin  of  the  Norfolk  & Norwich  Naturalists'  Society 
No. 18  August, 1987 

************* 

USE  OF  HERBICIDES  IN  FORESTRY  COMMISSION  PLANTATIONS 

Those  of  you  who  saw  the  recent  correspondence  in  the  "E.D.P"  on  this 
subject  may  be  interested  to  know  the  outcome. 

On  Friday  June  5th,  Ken  Durrant  and  I went  to  West  Harling  Gallop, 
where  we  were  met  by  Mr  Len  Simpson,  area  manager  of  the  Forestry 
Commission,  accompanied  by  Mr  Eric  Rogers  and  a forest  conservator.  Also 
present  a member  of  the  Suffolk  Trust  for  Nature  Conservation  and  two 
members  of  the  Norfolk  branch  of  the  Butterfly  Society. 

We  were  taken  round  four  compartments,  the  two  foresters  explained 
with  the  aid  of  a pamphlet  and  map,  how  each  compartment  had  been  treated 
since  clear  felling.  We  were  also  given  certain  assurances  about  future 
treatment  in  areas  which  are  to  be  clear  felled.  About  460  hectares  are 
set  aside  for  clear  felling  annually  and  about  two  and  a half  times  that 
amount  is  treated  with  herbicide.  In  areas  of  high  ph , it  is  customary  to 
bulldoze  the  stumps  into  rows  as  a precaution  against  Fomes  (Conifer 
Heart  Rot).  In  areas  not  at  risk  the  stumps  are  left  in  situ. 

Where  Bracken  is  a problem,  ASULAM  is  sprayed  at  7 to  10  litres  made 
up  to  20  litres  with  water.  This  spray  is  specific  to  Bracken.  If  the 
problem  is  Bramble,  Glyphosate  (Roundup)  is  used  at  2-3  litres  made  up  to 
20  litres  with  water.  In  each  case,  this  is  sufficient  for  1 hectare  and 
is  sprayed  during  the  August  before  replanting,  using  a tractor  mounted 
controlled  droplet  applicator  especially  developed  by  the  Forestry 
Commission.  We  were  given  a demonstration  (using  water). 

The  applicator  nozzle  is  a spinning  plastic  disc  with  teeth  round  the 
margin,  revolving  at  5,000  rpm.  this  throws  out  relatively  large  droplets 
which  fall  to  the  ground  within  eighteen  inches.  There  is  very  little 
spray  drift,  as  there  is  with  agricultural  sprays  where  the  application 
is  in  the  form  of  a fine  mist.  For  band  spraying  growing  trees,  three 
nozzles  are  used,  each  covering  about  eighteen  inches  on  either  side  of 
the  rows.  For  total  coverage,  e.g:  for  pre  planting  block  spraying,  two 

extra  nozzles  are  put  in  to  close  the  gaps.  All  drivers  have  very 
thorough  training  in  the  use  of  both  machinery  and  chemicals  and  from  the 
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beginning  of  1988  will  have  to  obtain  a certificate  of  competence. 
Private  sector  contracting  out  is  being  encouraged,  subject  to 
certification,  though  at  the  moment,  only  the  Commission's  own  operators 
have  the  necessary  expertise. 

Among  other  safeguards  mentioned,  all  operators  have  to  check  the 
accuracy  of  each  applicator  nozzle  at  least  once  per  day,  during  which  he 
will  spray  about  8 ha. 

Compartment  72a  has  been  treated  as  follows  since  clear  felling. 


August 

1983 

Overall  spraying  with  Roundup. 

Winter 

83/84 

Replanted  Corsican  Pine. 

Feb. 

1984 

Band  sprayed  with  ATRAZINE. 

( This 

is  specific 

to 

grass . ! 
Sep. 
us  ) 

) 

1984 

Tractor  swipe  between  tree  rows. 

( Al  so 

demonstrated 

to 

Mar . 

1985 

Band  sprayed  with  atrazine. 

June . 

1985 

Tractor  swipe. 

April 

1986 

Band  sprayed  with  Atrazine. 

June 

1986 

Tractor  swipe. 

Sep. 

1986 

Band  sprayed  with  Roundup  to  check  invading  bramble. 

At 

the  time 

of  our  visit  no  further  application 

of  Roundup  were 

envisaged,  though  we  were  told  in  areas  where  birch  invades,  Roundup  can 
be  used  up  to  the  seventh  or  eighth  year.  This  is  possible  as  the  arms  of 
the  sprays  are  on  a vertical  boom  which  can  be  raised  as  high  as  seven  or 
eight  feet  above  ground  level . 

The  General  appearance  of  compartment  72a  was  pleasing  with  good 
displays  of  flowers  of  certain  species,  notably  Ox  Eye  Daisy,  the  seeds 
of  which  must  have  been  laying  dormant  since  the  grassland  preceding  the 
original  planting.  Quite  a number  of  butterflies  were  on  the  wing, 
notable  Brown  Argus. 

We  were  assured  that  Roundup  would  be  used  as  little  as  was 
practicable  given  the  restraints  of  good  forestry  husbandry  as  apart  from 
other  considerations  it  is  very  expensive.  The  treatment  of  compartment 
72a  was  given  as  a norm  that  they  would  hope  to  achieve,  though  some 
compartments  would  need  less  and  others  might  need  more  spraying, 
depending  on  the  'pest'  species.  Both  Mr  Simpson  and  Mr  Rogers  emphasised 
that  they  had  no  desire  to  harm  the  environment  and  would  be  only  too 
willing  to  consider  each  case  on  it's  merits,  in  the  event  of  any 
uncommon  plants  , etc  being  notified  to  them  before  spraying  might  be 
taking  place.  (I  have  recently  received  a full  spraying  programme  for 
Asulam  (Bracken  control)  for  1987. 

We  felt  that  the  morning  had  been  well  spent  and  that  a new  spirit  of 
understanding  between  the  various  bodies  was  afoot  and  could  certainly  do 
no  harm.  We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Mr  Simpson 
for  giving  up  his  time  and  arranging  the  meeting  and  also  Mr  Rogers  for 
his  excellent  commentary  on  what  was  taking  place  and  for  arranging  the 
machinery  demonstration. 


Alec  Bull 
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THURSDAY  29th  OCTOBER  1987  at  7.30  p.m.  at  HOW  HILL 


AFRICAN  SAFARI 

An  evening  of  East  African  Wildlife 

Illustrated  talk  by  Ivan  West,  together  with  cheese  and  wine.  Fully 
inclusive  tickets  £3  each.  Pat  proceeds  to  British  Butterfly  Conservation 
Society  (Norfolk  Branch)  and  part  to  the  How  Hill  Trust. 

How  Hill  Trust,  How  Hill,  Ludham,  Gt.  Yarmouth  Nr29  5PG  Telephone:  St. 
Benets  555  for  tickets. 

SOCIETY  NOTICE  BOARD 
WORKSHOP  DATES. 

(All  at  the  Castle  Museum,  at  7.30  pm  unless  stated  otherwise.) 

5 August  - Water  Weeds.  This  identification  workshop  should  help  everyone 
with  an  interest  in  freshwater  life.  Not  to  be  missed! 

10  August  - Caterpiller  workshop  - Techniques  and  identification.  Pets 
welcome . 

24  September  - Moths.  Identification  of  Autumn  species  and  review  of  the 
survey . 

15  October  - Slugs!  Pets  welcome. 

Future  workshops  will  include:  insect  photography;  introduction  to 

lichens;  centipedes,  millipedes  and  woodlice;  bumblebees;  small  mammals; 
dragonfly  larvae. 

FUNGUS  FORAYS- 19 86 

It  has  been  some  time  (Transactions  - Fungus  Forays  for  1984)  since  a 
report  has  been  given  of  the  work  of  those  members  engaged  in  studying 
and  recording  the  fungi  of  the  County. 

Over  the  last  eleven  years  we  have  collected  an  estimated  17,000 
records  containing  2,000  species.  This  is  supported  by  a herbarium  of 
some  1600  species  in  3,500  specimens.  These  records  are  only  of  those 
identified  visually  or  microscopically  and  do  not  include  the  work  of 
previous  mycologists.  The  finds  of  Society  members,  and  from  forays  of 
Norfolk  Naturalists'  Trust  forays  have  been  most  helpful. 

The  following  interesting  or  rare  item  were  recorded  in  1986.  and  are 
selected  from  the  120  species  added  to  our  list. 

An  unidentif able  mat  of  dark  red  fungal  threads  was  found  growing 
over  the  bark  remains  of  an  old  stump.  Some  of  this  was  removed  with  the 
bark  and  kept  moist  in  a plastic  container.  In  a few  weeks  fruiting 
bodies  of  small  pinhead  size,  and  deep  red  colour  could  be  identified  as 
Hypomyces  rosel  lus . This  is  an  uncommon  find,  but  not  so  interesting  as 
another  fungus  growing  with  it  on  the  bark  We  recorded  this  in 
Warwickshire  some  years  ago  (a  first  British  record)  Arachnocrea  stipata . 

This  Year  we  added  to  our  list  Pluteus  leoninus  from  How  Hill,  We  had 
not  seen  this  species  for  many  years  until  members  (G  & C Meek)  found  it 
growing  here  on  a fallen  tree  at  How  Hill. 

Another  species  was  Chamaemyces  f racida  a single  specimen  in  West 
Harling  Woods.  It  occurs  sporadically  not  appearing  every  year. 
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We  might  expect  after  eleven  years  to  have  recorded  Mycena  crocata , 
Leotia  lubrica  and  Entoloma  1 ividum  but  only  this  year  could  We  add  them 
to  the  list. 

A welcome  addition  was  Phyl lotopsis  nidulans  collected  in  West 
Harling  Woods  by  Alec  Bull. 

Apart  from  the  first  two  fungi  mentioned  in  this  report  the  remainder 
are  illustrated  and  described  in  "mushrooms"  Roger  Phillips  (Pan  Books) 
and  "Mushrooms  and  Toadstools"  David  Pegler  (Mitchell  Beazley  Nature 
Handbook)  for  Phyl lotopsis  nidulans . 

The  season  for  Mushrooms  and  Toadstools  has  already  begun  and  forays 
devoted  to  this  subject  are  arranged.  They  have  always  been  well 
supported  and  beginners  are  usually  surprised  at  the  variety  of  species 
they  have  seen. 

Reg  Evans . 

PARASITES  OF  LEAF  CUTTER  BEES 

Gardeners  often  see  Rose  leaves  which  have  had  small  semicircular 
pieces  cut  from  the  edges  causing  disfigurement. 

Leaf  Cutter  Bees  are  responsible,  taking  away  the  pieces  to  make 
cells  for  the  young  of  the  following  generation.  They  have  also  been  seen 
taking  pieces  from  other  plant  leaves  and  in  our  garden  Enchanters 
Nightshade  Circea  lutetiana  was  chosen.  Sections  of  the  leaves  are  placed 
by  the  bee  in  hollow  stems  or  tunnels  in  rotten  wood  and  made  into  small 
compartments  each  containing  a Bees  egg,  pollen  and  honey,  as  a food 
store  for  the  emerging  larva. 

On  Buxton  Heath  on  August  7th  my  attention  was  drawn  to  a rotten 
Birch  log  by  a large  black  and  yellow  Digger  Wasp  Ectemnius  cephalotes 
seen  hovering  around  and  exploring  tunnels  at  the  end.  A piece  of  this 
wood  was  taken  and  Digger  Wasps  were  expected  to  emerge  the  following 
year  . 

However  on  July  22nd  some  Leaf  Cutter  bees  emerged  and  were  released. 
Shortly  after  two  parasites  followed.  These  were  very  similar  to  the  Leaf 
Cutter  Bees. 

They  enter  the  Bee's  tunnels  and  lay  eggs  upon  the  provision 
collected  by  the  host.  These  eggs  hatch  first  and  the  larvae  destroy  the 
Leaf  Cutter  Bees  eggs  and  take  over  the  food. 

These  parasites  are  sometimes  known  as  Cuckoo  Bees  Coelioxys  inermis 

Reg  Evans . 

BROOMRAPES 

These  were  mentioned  in  a previous  Natterjack  on  Foxglove  Orabanche 
minor  and  on  Ivy  Orabanche  hedera . 

The  foxglove  plant  is  now  bearing  six  flowing  shoots.  The  ivy 
brommrape  has  had  its  best  year  since  being  established  and  has  25 
flowering  shoots 


Lil  & Reg  Evans 
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F . W . FROHAWK  HIS  LIFE  AND  WORK. 

Published  by  Crowood  Press.  Author  June  Chatfield. 

Frederick  William  Frohawk  (1861-1946)  was  born  at  Brisley  in  mid 
Norfolk,  son  of  a gentleman  farmer.  Encouraged  by  his  mother  he  became 
interested  in  all  the  natural  world  around  him  from  an  early  age,  when 
three  years  old  he  recalls  peering  into  a matchbox  to  see  if  a Gooseberry 
Moth  had  emerged  from  a chrysalis. 

Despite  many  moves  with  his  family  during  his  early  years  to  Gt. 
Yarmouth,  Ipswich  and  Croydon  his  interest  and  observations  never  wained, 
he  developed  into  a great  self  taught  naturalist  and  illustrator. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  the  secure  and  leisurely  lifestyle  to 
which  he  was  accustomed  came  abruptly  to  an  end,  he  was  therefore  forced 
to  earn  a living. 

With  the  naturalist's  eye  for  detail  and  his  ability  as  an  artist  he 
was  appointed  zoologist  artist  to  The  Field  in  1881.  Much  of  his  early 
work  was  made  into  woodcut  engravings  for  the  publications  of  many 
authors,  these  commissions  to  illustrate  animals,  birds  and  reptiles 
provided  a moderate  income,  he  could  illustrate  four  paintings  of  birds 
per  week  when  pushed.  His  subjects  were  from  living  specimens  in 
captivity  or  from  skins  brought  back  from  expeditions,  they  ranged  from 
microscopic  moths  to  the  11  foot  6 inch  extinct  Moa  of  New  Zealand. 

Visits  to  the  British  Museum  brought  him  into  contact  with 
professional  naturalists  as  well  as  the  titled  naturalists  of  the  day, 
many  who  were  to  commission  him  to  produce  illustrations  for  their 
publications . 

To  the  entomologist  he  is  best  remembered  for  his  volumes  on:- 
Natural  History  of  British  Butterflies  1924. 

The  Complete  Book  of  British  Butterflies  1934. 

Varieties  of  British  Butterflies  1938. 

These  books  were  superbly  illustrated  in  colour  and  depicted  the  entire 
metamorphosis  of  each  specie  which  had  taken  him  twenty  years  to 
complete,  they  were  far  superior  to  any  previously  published  works, 
unfortunately  all  the  plates  etc.  were  lost  when  his  house  in  was  bombed 
in  1940,  but  he  had  set  a pattern  for  researchers  to  follow. 

June  Chatfield  has  produced  a superbly  illustrated  easily  read 
biography  of  a great  Victorian  naturalist,  quoting  from  much  of  his 
unpublished  memoirs.  Her  last  sentence  sums  up  the  great  man;- 

"His  whole  life  was  a learning  process  and  he  never  lost  his  respect 
and  sense  of  wonder  for  the  natural  world:  we  have  much  to  learn  from 
him.  " 


Ken  Durrant. 

F.W. FROHAWK  HIS  LIFE  AND  WORK. 

Second  opinion 

I am  not  an  entomologist  just  a general  naturalist,  also  I do  not 
like  reading  biographies.  My  first  impressions  were  of  the  beautiful 
illustrations.  The  first  chapter  (East  Anglian  Childhood)  reminded  me  of 
my  childhood  in  mid  Norfolk.  I do  not  totaly  agree  with  Ken  about  his 
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change  of  fortune  I think  he  probably  would  have  taken  a very  similar  way 
of  life. 

I have  enjoyed  reading  this  book  very  much.  I found  his  desciptions 
of  habitats  and  the  changes  that  were  taking  place  very  interesting,  as 
the  same  thing  seems  to  be  happening  here  (suburbia)  along  the  All  and 
A47  like  a big  ugly  Y across  the  County. 

I also  found  very  interesting  reading  about  his  research  into  life 
history  of  species  and  the  connections  between  different  species,  as  this 
is  the  purpose  of  being  a naturalist,  not  just  building  up  a collection 
of  butterflies. 

This  is  a book  I can  read  again  after  some  time,  also  when  I have  a 
spare  moment  just  to  pick  it  up  and  look  at  the  illustrations  will  give 
me  much  pleasure.  I found  the  information  about  the  different  methods  use 
for  printing  his  drawings  and  paintings  as  different  technique  were 
developed  very  interesting. 

Colin  Dack 

THE  NORFOLK  BIRD  ATLAS 

Did  you  miss  the  pre-publication  offer,  if  so  you  can  obtain  a copy 
from  Mrs .M.Dorling,  6 New  Road,  Hethersett,  Norfolk.  NR9  3HH.  price  £5  + 
50p  P&P.  cheque  made  payable  to  Norfolk  & Norwich  Naturalists  Society. 

The  Norfolk  Bird  Atlas  is  also  on  sale  in  good  book  shops  price  £5. 

This  Society  venture  was  published  in  November  and  contains  the 
results  of  fieldwork  over  a six  year  period  by  over  200  observers.  The 
Norfolk  Bird  Atlas  was  first  organized  by  Barrie  Harding  and  brought  to  a 
successful  conclusion  by  Geoffrey  Kelly. 

1986  ONE-DAY  CONFERENCE 

The  proceedings  of  the  conference  "The  amateur  naturalist  in  the 
changing  countryside"  have  now  been  published  as  a 44-page  booklet.  This 
has  been  sent  free  to  all  conference  participants.  Other  members  of  the 
Society  may  obtain  copies  at  £1.00  each.  The  cost  to  non-members  is 
£2.00. 

you  can  obtain  a copy  from  Colin  Dack,  12,  Shipdham  Road,  Toftwood, 
Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ.  price  £1  + 30p  P&P.  cheque  made  payable  to 
Norfolk  & Norwich  Naturalists  Society.  Colin  Dack 

This  book  contains  Dr  Ted  Ellis  review  the  countryside  as  he  had 
known  it  over  many  decades,  from  the  days  of  the  Breydon  punt-gunners 
with  their  huge  bags  of  waders  to  the  present  day.  It  is  a fascinating 
account  of  life  as  a naturalist.  No  one  realised  that  Ted  was  in  fact 
reviewing  his  whole  life;  it  was  the  last  occasion  on  which  he  spoke  to 
the  Society. 

K.  B.  Clarke 

THE  AMATEUR  NATURALIST  IN  A CHANGING  COUNTRYSIDE 

As  I look  on  myself  as  a amateur  naturalist  with  a special  interest 
in  geology  I read  the  booklet  with  interest.  It  would  seem  that  the 
booklet  has  a lot  to  say  about  changes  occurring  in  the  countryside  but 
little  about  the  role  of  the  amateur  in  these  matters.  We  have  the  role 
of  museum  staffs  (hardly  amateurs);  A. L. Bull's  article  is  much  more  to 
the  point.  The  M.O.D.  may  seem  a surprising  partner  for  conservation-  but 
not  to  those  of  us  who  have  worked  on  airfields  and  seen  how  skylarks 
nest  right  next  to  very  noisy  jet  aircraft  or  a swallow  nests  on  the  axle 
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of  a generator  van.  Many  species  will  adapt  well  to  the  presence  of  man, 
even  thrive.  The  gravel  workings  which  are  so  unpopular  with  those  who 
come  to  live  in  the  countryside,  but  do  not  earn  their  living  from  the 
countryside,  form  immediate  attractive  living  sites  for  martins  and 
burrowing  wasps.  A drying  shed  for  a local  lime  pit  was  immediately 
adopted  by  a pair  of  kestrels  as  a nesting  site.  The  worked  areas  and 
spoil  banks  were  beautiful  with  masses  of  wild  flowers  from  plants  which 
enjoy  disturbed  ground,  and  partridges  and  other  birds  moved  in. 

When  I read  about  the  destruction  of  hay  meadows  or  the  reduction  of 
unique  areas  of  Breckland,  I find  myself  asking  how  the  plants  and 
animals  survived  before  man  created  these  habitats.  Hay  meadows  are  rare 
in  nature;  the  Brecks  were  partially  created  by  the  introduction  of  the 
rabbit  I understand.  The  site  for  a rare  orchid  in  Suffolk  is  the  bottom 
of  an  old  pit,  dug  through  the  acid  sands  and  soil  to  the  chalk  below 
(Un-natural!);  the  apparent  reduction  of  numbers  of  the  orchids  over  some 
years  may  have  been  due  to  accumulation  of  dying  leaves  forming  an  acid 
soil  again  (natural!). 

By  managing  a garden  the  amateur  may  protect  some  plant  species  and 
attract  many  birds,  mammals  and  amphibia  etc.  But  it  is  an  "unnatural" 
habitat.  My  own  garden  is  lamentably  short  of  butterflies  these  days. 
Food  plants  are  there,  plentiful  flowers  and  nectar  which  attract  bees. 
Asked  by  someone  how  they  could  encourage  butterflies  in  their  garden 
instead  of  saying  "plant  buddliea",  I half  seriously  suggested  shooting 
some  of  the  birds!  after  all  the  Blue  Tits  we  feed  and  encourage  in  the 
winter  set  to  work  to  catch  all  the  caterpillars  in  the  summer.  The 
destruction  of  hedgerows  has  probably  funnelled  more  birds  into  urban 
parks  and  gardens  and  formed  concentrations  which  are  fatal  to 
butterflies.  Maybe  pesticides  are  not  the  real  villain.  Real  conservation 
management  is  difficult  since  what  is  good  for  one  group  may  be  fatal  for 
another.  Perhaps  the  real  role  of  the  amateur  is  to  try  to  understand  the 
ecologocal  inter-reactions  of  species  and  man,  to  talk  to  farmers,  park 
and  road  managers  and  so  on,  to  explain  how  just  a little  less  cutting  of 
roadside  weeds  at  certain  times  of  the  year  or  the  toleration  of  some 
predators  in  reasonable  numbers,  makes  the  world  a better  and  more 
interesting  place  for  everyone.  The  little  group  of  ducks  paddling  about 
on  the  village  pond  may  look  attractive  but  all  too  often  it  is 
overstocked  with  a mongrel  population  which  have  killed  just  about 
everything  else  in  the  pond.  The  amateur  naturalist  can  explain  how  a 
pair  of  mallard  and  a pair  of  moorhens  are  probably  the  answer  and  the 
rest  can  happily  provide  a Sunday  dinner  for  someone. 

I believe  that  the  amateur  naturalist's  best  role  is  to  observe,  to 
record  and  to  educate  children  and  adults  in  the  real  meaning  of  nature. 
One  of  the  professional 's  duties  should  be  to  encourage  and  help  direct 
the  amateur's  interest  so  as  to  produce  a real  understanding  of  our 
ecology,  and  the  relationship  between  species,  which  includes  man.  After 
all  if  man  has  eliminated  some  species  he  has  introduced  and  encouraged 
others.  The  rabbit  and  common  garden  snail  might  not  be  in  England  if  it 
were  not  for  man  and  without  man  they  certainly  would  not  be  in 
Australia ! 

P.  Cambridge 


Your  letters  / comments 

About  the  amateur  naturalist  in  a changing  countryside  would  be 
welcomed.  This  is  a subject  about  which  there  are  many  points  of  view, 
which  often  conflict.  Your  letters  to  Colin  Dack  Editor. 


A NEW  DATABASE  FOR  THE  SOCIETY 


As  the  membership  Secretary  I keep  a database  (that  is  like  a card 
index)  on  computer.  In  fact  I keep  two  one  on  Commodore  128  with  a one 
megabit  disk  drive  using  Superbase  128  and  one  on  Commodore  64  in  1541 
disk  format  using  superbase  64.  So  if  I was  unable  to  print  the  labels 
for  the  mailing,  someone  with  a Commodore  64  could  (this  has  been 
arranged).  This  database  only  has  your  name  address  and  type  of 
membership  on  file.  I intend  to  leave  like  this  for  the  time  being. 

I wish  to  start  a new  database  on  Commodore  128  only  to  hold 
information  about  your  specialist  natural  history  interest.  This  is  only 
for  members  who  activly  pursue  their  specialist  interest.  So  if  at  some 
time  there  is  a need  to  contact  members  with  a one  or  a combination  of 
interests  I can  do  so.  If  for  instance  some  members  of  the  Geological 
Society  were  studying  small  mammals  in  a geological  deposit  and  would 
like  to  compare  their  finding  with  the  present  day  populations  I woulcf  be 
able  to  carry  out  a search  of  the  database  to  see  who  would  be  most  able 
to  help. 

Under  the  Data  Protection  Act  I can  only  give  your  details  to  those 
who  need  to  know  - eg.  the  Treasurer  unless  you  agree  that  a wider  use 
can  be  made  of  the  records,  to  seek  your  authority  to  add  your  details  to 
the  new  database  I have  prepared  some  forms  for  completion  by  members. 
These  can  be  obtained  from  me  at  meeting.  I shall  not  commence  work  on 
the  new  file  until  the  coming  winter. 

Why  a new  database?  This  is  so  that  all  members  of  a family 
membership  can  be  given  a file  each.  I believe  this  could  add  a new 
dimension  to  the  Society  and  to  your  study  of  natural  history. 

ALTERNATE  FOOD  PLANT  FOR  FIGWORT  WEEVIL 

The  Figwort  Weevil  Cionus  scrophulariae  L . has  been  observed  feeding  on 
Buddleia  gobosa  in  a garden  in  Blue  Bell  Road  Norwich  for  the  last  four 
years  in  late  spring.  P.  Cambridge 

WICKEN  FEN 

Sunday  5th  July  1987 

Only  two  members  turned  up  for  this  meeting  Carol  Haines  and  my  self 
(this  equals  Alec's  meeting  at  Ramparts  Field  and  West  Stow  2nd  July 
1986). 

In  the  morning  we  walked  round  the  outer  walk.  Many  Damsel  flies  were 
on  the  wing  and  some  Dragonflies.  The  Figwort  had  been  devastated  by  the 
larvae  of  Mullein  Moth.  In  the  afternoon  we  walked  round  the  inner  board 
walk . 


A new  inner  board  walk  has  been  constructed  which  makes  the  reserve 
accessible  to  disabled  naturalists,  they  can  now  visit  and  enjoy  this 
reserve . 

Colin  Dack 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  NEXT  NATTERJACK  should  be  sent  to  Colin  Dack, 
12,  Shipdham  Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ,  to  arrive  not 
later  than  15th  October  1987.  Contributions  sent  after  this  date  will  not 
be  accepted  for  the  November  Natterjack. 
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WHAT  A SUMMER 

As  I look  out  of  my  window  the  last  remaining  flower  heads  of  my  five 
Budlias  are  packed  with  butterflies,  Peacocks  and  Small  Tortoiseshells, 
two  Red  Admirals  and  a single  Comma,  all  competing  for  the  nectar  with 
Drone-flies  and  Bumble  bees. 

A normal  sight  on  these  shrubs  in  July  and  August  each  year,  but  this 
is  September  and  the  first  time  that  such  numbers  have  visited  me  this 
season.  Until  now  only  the  odd  Small  White  or  Small  Tortoiseshell  has  put 
in  an  appearance. 

The  bad  weather  that  we  have  experienced  this  year  has  delayed  the 
normal  breeding  of  many  of  our  butterflies.  During  early  summer  I found 
very  few  signs  of  the  familiar  webs  on  nettles  containing  caterpillars  of 
Small  Tortoiseshells,  but  now  I am  finding  them  everywhere  even  newly 
hatched  caterpillars,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  be  able  to  pupate 
and  emerge  to  hibernate  before  the  really  rough  weather  arrives. 

I have  found  more  white  forms  of  various  flowers  this  summer  than  in 
the  past.  For  a number  of  years  I have  known  white  Common  Centaury  at 
West  Harling  it  now  seems  to  be  the  dominant  type  there.  On  Foulden 
Common  there  were  many  white  Fragrant.  Orchids,  also  white  Clustered 
Bell-flower  and  white  Prickly  Rest-harrow,  whilst  on  Buxton  Heath  I found 
numerous  white  Cross-leaved  Heath.  On  Beeston  Common  we  had  many  pure 
white  Common  Spotted  Orchids  amongst  the  hundreds  of  normal  types. 

It  is  not  only  in  this  country  that  the  weather  has  affected  the 
flora  and  fauna.  I spent  eight  days  in  Germany  in  July  hunting  insects 
and  only  saw  five  butterflies.  Many  of  the  flowers  I had  hoped  to 
photograph  were  not  in  bloom.  My  German  friends  told  me  that  the  flora 
was  at  least  a month  behind  because  of  the  weather. 


Ken  Durrant 
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SOCIETY  NOTICE  BOARD 
WORKSHOP  DATES. 

(All  at  the  Castle  Museum,  at  7.30  pm  unless  stated  otherwise.) 

30  March  1988  - Small  Mammals. 

Future  workshops  will  include:  insect  photography;  introduction  to 

lichens;  centipedes,  millipedes,  bumblebees;  dragonfly  larvae. 

BOOKS  AT  REDUCED  PRICES 

Harley  Books  are  offering  Society  members  a 10%  reduction  on  the 
following  books  if  they  are  ordered  through  the  Society. 


Hardback 

Paperback 

The  Moths  & Butterflies  of  Gt . Britain 

& Ireland  Vol.l 

£33.75 

£22.45 

Vol  . 2 

£42.75 

£22.45 

Vol . 9 

£36.00 

£22 .45 

Vol .10 

£40 . 50 

£22.45 

The  Spiders  of  Gt . Britain  & Ireland. 

Set  of  3 Volumes 

£121.50 

- 

The  Dragonflies  of  Gt . Britain  and  Ireland 

£17.95 

£ 8.95 

British  Pyralid  Moths 

£17.95 

- 

Breeding  Butterflies  and  Moths 

£18.00 

£ 8.95 

A Recorder's  Log  Book  or 

Label  List  of  British  Butterflies  and 

Moths 

£ 1.35 

Please  contact  Tony  Irwin  at  the  Castle  Museum  if  you  want  to  take 
advantage  of  this  offer. 

SLOW-WORM  AND  COMMON  LIZARD 

Members  are  invited  to  send  in  details  of  reptile  and  amphibian 
sighting  made  during  the  year.  The  recorder  is  particulary  keen  to 
receive  Slow-Worm  and  Common  Lizard  records  even  if  they're  several  years 
old  as  tetrad  distribution  maps  are  to  be  produced  for  the  next 
Transactions.  Please  send  records  to,  John  Buckley  C/0  Natural  History 
Dept.,  Castle  Museum,  Norwich. 


John  Buckley 


A NEW  FOOD  FOR  NUTHATCHES 

Nuthatches  have  long  been  know  as  visitors  to  bird  tables  in  search 
of  nuts,  suet  etc,  but  so  far  as  I am  aware,  have  not  been  recorded 
eating  sugar  beet  pulp. 

On  2nd  November  1987,  while  passing  a yard  where  cattle  food  had  been 
placed  in  troughs  ready  for  some  young  stock  to  eat,  I was  surprised  when 
a Nuthatch  came  flying  out  carrying  something  in  it's  beak.  On  looking,  I 
found  the  trough  to  contain  only  unmolassed  pressed  beet  pulp.  This  is 
whitish  and  rather  like  large  pieces  of  coconut  to  look  at,  which  may 
well  explain  why  the  bird  had  been  attracted  to  it.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  discover  if  the  habit  spreads,  or  indeed,  whether  it  is 
already  known  elsewhere  in  the  County. 


Alec  Bull 
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BIRD  NEWS 

1987  is  proving  to  be  a vintage  year  for  the  bird  watchers  in  the 
County  and  it  is  felt  that  members  may  be  interested  in  an  interim  report 
prior  to  receiving  full  details  in  the  1987  Bird  & Mammal  Report. 

Early  highlights  included  the  appearance  o£  a male  Red-crested 
Pochard  at  Welney  where  large  numbers  of  Bewicks'  and  Whooper  Swans  had 
congregated,  and  Waxwings  which  spent  several  days  to  the  delight  of  many 
observers  off  Heigham  Road  in  Norwich.  Great  excitement  was  caused  in 
February  when  two  Great  Bustards  appeared  in  a rape  field  at  New 
Buckenham.  Despite  their  great  size  they  were  surprisingly  difficult  to 
locate.  Nevertheless  many  enjoyed  good  views  during  the  three  days  of 
their  stay.  Other  Birds  of  this  species  were  also  seen  in  Suffolk  at  this 
time  - presumably  displaced  from  their  Eastern  European  homes  by  the 
extreme  wintry  weather . 

At  this  time  roosts  of  Long-Eared  Owls  were  discovered  in  thickets  at 
a number  of  locations.  Another  Broadland  roosting  site  provided  overnight 
sanctuary  for  Hen  Harriers,  the  odd  Marsh  Harrier  and  up  to  six  Merlins. 

April  began  with  the  appearance  of  a Penduline  Tit  at  Hickling  - the 
first  record  of  this  species  for  the  County.  This  small  bird  gave  bird 
watchers  excellent  views  as  it  fed  on  the  seed  heads  of  Reedmace.  On  the 
8th  April  a Red-rumped  Swallow  visited  Cley  spending  some  days  hawking 
for  insects  over  the  marshes  and  roosting  one  very  wet  night  in  the  porch 
of  St.  Margaret's  Church  Cley 

May  can  usually  be  relied  upon  to  provide  the  highlights  of  the 
ornithological  year  and  once  again  it  lived  up  to  its  reputation.  A drake 
Ring-necked  Duck  was  seen  at  Hardley  Flood  and  another  distant  wanderer, 
a fine  female  Wilson's  Phalarope,  caused  excitmemt  at  Cley.  The  Warden's 
problems  were  not  eased,  when  on  the  12th  May  a pair  of  Slender-billed 
Gulls  was  discovered  on  Cley  Marsh,  another  first  for  the  County.  They 
spent  the  next  three  days  between  there  and  Blakeney  Harbour,  last  being 
seen  from  the  public  hide  at  Cley  at  dusk  on  the  15th  May  by  a lucky  few 
including  your  correspondent.  Additional  spring-time  highlights  included 
White-winged  Black  Tern,  Spoonbill  and  Broad-billed  Sandpiper  all  at 
Hickling  (Potter  Heigham  bank)  early  one  morning;  Alpine  Swift  at  Holme 
and  Thrush  Nightingale  at  Holkham. 

A number  of  resplendent  Bluethroats  appeared  at  a number  of  locations 
including  at  least  twelve  at  Blakeney  Point.  These  attractive  birds, 
however,  were  eclipsed  when  a pair  of  Blackwinged  Stilts  arrived  on  the 
17th  May  on  the  NNT  wader  pools  at  Holme  and  very  soon  set  about  the  task 
of  nesting.  They  eventually  hatched  three  chicks,  two  of  which  survived 
to  the  flying  stage.  This  was  the  first  successful  nesting  of  this 
species  in  Great  Britain  since  two  pairs  bred  at  Nottingham  sewage  farm 
in  1945. 

The  breeding  season  had  other,  albeit  less  glamorous  successes  in  the 
County.  Eight  young  Marsh  Harriers  were  reared  at  Strumpshaw  and  ten  at 
Titchwell,  with  reports  of  breeding  Montagu's  Harriers  in  the  West  of  the 
County.  The  Little  Tern  colony  on  the  North  Beach  at  Great  Yarmouth 
wardened  and  protected  by  wire  fencing,  allowed  fifty  five  pairs  to  breed 
in  reasonable  security  with  many  young  reaching  the  free  flying  stage. 
However,  Broadland  could  produce  two  only  booming  Bitterns,  although 
others  were  present  in  the  coastal  reedbeds.  Breckland  provided 
successful  Goshawks  nest  and  the  much  publicised  pair  of  Red-backed 
Shrikes  - possibly  the  only  pair  in  the  County. 
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Hickling  and  Breydon  Water  were  visited  by  a Caspian  Tern  on  several 
occasions  in  June,  with  two  at  Breydon  on  the  5th  and  6th  July.  Holme 
continued  in  the  limelight  with  a Woodchat  Shrike  on  the  8th  June  and  on 
the  same  day  a Red-necked  Phalarope  visited  Cley.  Eight  days  later  a 
Rose-coloured  Starling  joined  a party  of  Starlings  at  Stalham.  The  return 
wader  passage  began  in  July  with  many  birds  still  in  their  breeding 
finery,  resplendent  silver  and  black  Grey  Plovers,  Godwits  Knots  and 
Curlew  Sandpipers  in  their  red  plumage  and  golden  and  black  Golden 
Plovers.  Continuing  the  run  of  rarities,  a Marsh  Sandpiper  spent  some 
time  on  the  Cley  reserve,  at  the  beginning  of  August  when  a Night  Heron 
visited  Breydon  and  a Purple  Heron  was  filmed  at  Welney. 

The  downpour  on  25th  August  brought  down  a number  of  migratory  birds 
- at  least  three  Greenish  Warblers,  up  to  thirty  Wrynecks  (including 
individuals  in  Norwich)  Redstarts,  Pied  Flycatchers  and  a Great  Snipe  on 
the  shingle  bank  towards  Blakeney  Point.  We  now  await  with  eager 
anticipation  further  Autumn  suprises . 

Don  Dorling 


SOME  RECENT  FUNGI  RECORDS 
A NEW  SPECIES 

Layers  of  reddish  spores  were  found  under  a log  in  a Norfolk 
Naturalists  Trust  reserve.  They  appeared  to  have  been  produced  on  a bark 
encrusting  fungus  and  could  not  be  matched  in  this  Country  or  the  U.S.A. 
It  belongs  to  the  genus  Sepedonium,  in  which  the  species  Sepedonium 
chrysospermum  is  responsible  for  the  golden  yellow  colour  on  decaying 
Boleti  and  Paxil lus  toadstools.  It  is  still  being  examined 

A SPECIES  NEW  TO  BRITAIN 

A small  fungus  from  another  Trust  reserve  was  found  growing  on  old 
dead  Willow  branches.  It  consists  of  small  pale  to  orange  globules  and  is 
Nectria  grammicospora . A member  of  the  same  genus  is  the  species  Nectr ia 
cinnabarina  which  is  frequently  found  on  old  dead  sticks  and  is  known  as 
"Coral  Spot" . These  Norfolk  specimens  are  being  described  by  a mycologist 
in  the  U.S.A  whose  other  records  of  this  species  are  from  South  America. 

Reg  Evans 


ANNUAL  VISIT  TO  HICKLING 

On  my  annual  visit  to  Hickling  I was  rewarded  with  the  sighting  of  a 
new  butterfly  and  finding  a new  moth,  for  my  records  of  this  reserve.  The 
butterfly  a single  Comma  was  feeding  on  Hemp  Agrimony  by  Catfield  Dyke  on 
14  August.  This  butterfly  is  well  known  for  intermittent  alterations  in 
its  range  perhaps  other  observers  have  noted  a recent  spread. 

A new  species  of  moth  is  always  pleasing,  a specimen  of  Rhyacia 
simulans  the  Dotted  Rustic  was  noted  to  light  on  the  13  August.  This  also 
appears  to  be  an  insect  expanding  its  range. 


T.N.D.  Peet 
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MURDER  MOST  FOUL 

Whilst  looking  in  the  grass  in  one  of  Norfolk's  nature  reserves  I 
noticed  a small  spider  Lepthyphantes  tenuis  which  seemed  to  have  a 
greyish  white  object  on  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen. 

When  examined  closely  this  was  seen  to  be  a small  larva,  obviously 
feeding  on  the  living  spider.  Occasionally  the  host  attempted  to  dislodge 
the  larva  by  brushing  it  off  with  her  legs,  but  this  was  never  successful 
as  the  site  is  well  chosen. 

In  the  following  week  the  larva  increased  in  size  and  sometimes  the 
listless  spider  was  seen  to  run  across  the  web  for  no  obvious  reason. 
Eventually  the  larval  parasite  was  as  large  as  the  spider's  abdomen. 
After  killing  and  consuming  the  host.  It  was  observed  to  discard  its 
empty  carcase  by  dropping  it  to  the  base  of  the  container. 

The  parasitic  larva  remained  in  the  spider's  web,  building  there  a 
four  - sided  cigar  shaped  cocoon  which  changed  from  white  to  light  brown 
in  a few  days . 

In  three  weeks  a black  wasp  like  parasite  emerged  Acrodactala 
degener . 


Reg  Evans 

WATER  WEEDS  WORKSHOP  - 5th  AUGUST  1987 

As  a somewhat  indiffer-ent  amateur  naturalist  with  a predominant 
interest  in  entomology  in  general  and  lepidoptera  in  particular,  I would 
like  to  make  a brief  comment  on  the  recent  "Water  Weeds"  workshop  at  the 
Castle  Museum.  By  no  stretch  of  ‘the  imagination  could  I be  regarded  as  a 
serious  botanist  and  yet  I found  this  workshop  an  absolute  delight. 

I had  gone  along  on  the  5th  August  knowing  virtually  nothing  about 
water  weeds  (I  thought  I knew  Canadian  pondweed  and  the  Great  Reed-mace) 
hoping  to  glean  something  about  an  unfamiliar  group  of  plants,  but  rather 
expecting  to  be  "out  of  my  depth"  in  more  ways  than  one.  Nothing  could 
have  been  further  from  the  truth.  Yes,  there  was  a lot  to  try  and  take 
in:  and  yes,  it  was  presented  by  an  expert,  but  one  who  understood  the 
needs  of  at  least  one  member  of  his  audience:  and  no,  I am  not  now 
competent  to  identify  water  weeds  in  the  field  (nor  laboratory  for  that 
matter):  but  I do  understand  HOW  to  set  about  identifying  what  I find  and 
also  who  to  ask  when  I get  in  a muddle. 

Differences  between  similar  species  and  similarities  between 
different  genera  were  explained  and  demonstrated,  and  there  was  ample 
opportunity  to  study  living  material.  Explanations  were  readily 
forthcoming  and  there  seemed  to  be  plenty  of  time  for  everyone.  I found 
this  particular  workshop  both  valuable  and  educational  and  every  bit  as 
enjoyable  as  the  ones  on  the  groups  with  which  I am  more  familiar.  I 
thoroughly  recommend  the  series  of  workshops  being  held  in  the  Castle  to 
ALL  members,  Even  if  on  the  surface  they  do  not  instantly  appeal  to  your 
special  interests. 

Finally  I would  like  to  thank  Rob  Driscoll  and  his  colleagues  for  all 
the  work  and  preparation  that  made  this  workshop  so  successful. 


Michael  Hall 
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THE  ROLE  OF  THE  AMATEUR  NATURALIST 

The  interesting  article  by  Philip  Cambridge,  commenting  on  the  one 
day  conference  "The  amateur  naturalist  in  the  changing  countryside",  in 
the  last  edition  of  "Natterjack"  poses  the  question  as  to  what  is 
'natural'  and  'unatural  ' countryside. 

Whilst  it  is  very  true  that  virtually  everything  we  cherish  today  has 
developed  as  a result  of  some  activity  by  man,  left  to  her  own  devices 
nature  also  produces  an  ever  changing  environment.  These  changes  are  much 
less  abrupt  and  with  with  our  concept  of  "yesterday  and  now"  being  right 
and  "tomorrow"  probably  being  wrong  as  a result  of  interference  by  man, 
we  are  too  impatient  to  allow  the  "natural"  cycle  to  go  full  circle  - 
probably  rightly  so  as  far  as  the  survival  of  our  species  is  concerned, 
but.  do  we  matter  in  the  overall  picture?  I agree  with  everything  that 
Philip  says  but  would  respectfully  point  out  that  this  is  his  personal 
view  and  it  may  not  be  shared  by  all  other  amateur  naturalists.  The 
orchid,  Blue  Tit  and  butterfly  officianados  may  all  have  slightly 
different  priorities  which  if  allowed  to  reach  fullfilment,  could  result 
in  different  countrysides . 

What  we  must  achieve  is  harmony,  which  can  only  really  come  from 
consideration  and  compromise.  Nothing  harms  a case  more  than  over-stating 
it,  especially  if  some  of  the  basic  premises  are  a little  'suspect'.  In 
view  of  this  I would  suggest  that  as  well  as  observing,  recording  and 
educating,  the  role  of  the  amateur  naturalist  is  to  moderate.  By  all 
means  encourage  the  over  - zealous  council  or  farmer  to  cut  verges  a 
little  less  often  or  efficiently,  but  also  encourage  the  professional 
naturalists  and  'conservationists'  to  accept  that  virtually  no  - one 
destroys  the  countryside  for  kicks,  they  usually  have  a good  reason  in 
their  own  eyes,  and  it  is  not  always  money. 

Much  is  now  being  achieved  along  this  road  with  the  setting  up  of 
Environmentally  Sensitive  Areas  but  so  much  more  can  be  done  at  a parish 
level  by  the  moderating  influence  of  the  amateur  naturalist.  By  combining 
information  and  advice  which  is  available  from  the  professionals  with 
quite  detailed  local  knowledge  of  people  and  "potential  problem  areas", 
much  can  be  achieved  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

Michael  Hall 


A HITCH  HIKER. 

On  the  15th  July  this  year  whilst  walking  through  the  main  car-park 
in  Sheringham  I picked  up  a dead  moth,  on  examination  it  proved  to  be  a 
Treble  Lines  Charanyca  trigrammica  Hufn.  This  moth  is  a West  coast  specie 
and  even  there  is  very  local  and  not  at  all  common.  How  then  did  it  reach 
Norfolk,  did  it  fly  or  was  it  given  a lift  by  some  unsuspecting 
hoi iday-maker ? 

Pre  1900  records  however  do  show  at  least  six  locallities  within  the 
County . 


Ken  Durrant 
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FUNGUS  FORAY  MARSHAM  HEATH 

Saturday  25th  August  1987 

The  first  fungus  foray  of  the  year  was  very  successful  with  an 
attendance  of  19.  Often'  these  meetings  have  30  or  more  present,  but  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  group  fully  compensated  for  the  low  turn  out. 

There  was  a great  deal  to  interest  the  photographer  as  apart  from  the 
fungi,  we  paused  to  see  the  mating  of  the  spiders  Agelena  labyr inthica 
and  watched  the  cautious  approach  of  a male  Araneus  diadematus  to  the 
much  larger  female  he  had  chosen  for  a mate. 

The  parasitic  plant  Dodder  Cuscuta  epithymum  was  present  on  the 
heather  and  growing  on  the  bare  soil  of  the  path  in  pinkish  threads.  We 
were  also  pleased  to  see  numerous  butterflies,  an  adder,  two  lizards  and 
a colony  of  pine  Sawfly  larvae  Diprion  pini . 

More  than  100  species  of  fungi  were  recorded  at  this  meeting 
including  over  63  'Toadstools'  such  as  Tawny  Grisette  Amanita  f ul va , the 
Blusher  Amanita  rubescens , the  Bay  Boletus  Boletus  badius . Some 
Chanterelles  Cantharel lus  cibarius  were  collected  for  tea.  A tiny 
Toadstool  growing  on  dead  Gorse  stems  proved  to  be  Hemimycena  crispula , 
new  to  our  list.  A large  Russula  nigricans , blackened  with  age,  was  found 
attacked  by  another  Toadstool  Asteropmora  lycoperdoides  which  was  growing 
from  the  cap  of  its  host.  There  are  not  many  records  of  this  in  our 
Norfolk  file. 

Under  the  leaf  litter  a moth  pupa  was  found  infected  by  a fungus 
Paecilomyces  f arinosus . It  had  several  1"  (25mm)  long  "stems"  bearing 
spores  in  mass  visible  as  a white  powder.  These  spores,  dispersed  by 
various  agencies,  will  lie  in  the  soil  awaiting  the  arrival  next  year  of 
further  larvae  moving  to  pupation  sites. 

Incidentally,  this  year  many  flies  have  been  killed  by  the  fungus 
Entomopthora . If  you  have,  seen  dead  flies  on  the  window  with  a whitish 
ring  on  the  glass  around  them  this  is  the  reason.  It  seems  to  be  very 
common  this  year  and  such  epidemics  are  sometimes  called  "Fly  Cholera'. 

We  hope  to  give  a report  on  the  years  activity  in  the  next 
Natterjack . 

Reg  & Lil  Evans 

Reminder  to  all  photographer's  now  is  the  time  to  check  you 
equipment,  if  you  are  not  going  to  use  it  for  the  Winter,  remove  the 
batteries  and  store  them  in  a container  so  if  they  corrode  the  equipment 
will  not  be  damaged.  But  do  put  a note  on  the  equipment  that  the 
batteries  are  removed  so  you  do  not  take  out  a camera  without  battery,  as 
some  modern  cameras  are  dead  without  a battery.  Now  is  the  time  to  clean 
out  your  camera  bag  but  first  have  a good  look  for  small  screws  ect. 
Which  may  have  come  off  your  equipment,  then  give  the  bag  a good  clean 
out,  as  the  mechanisms  of  your  camera  can  be  jammed  by  the  smallest  grain 
of  sand.  Give  your  equipment  a good  clean,  use  a blow  brush  or  a sable 
paint  brush,  as  this  can  be  cleaned  with  a gentle  wash  in  warm  water.  Use 
lens  tissue  and  lens  cleaner  only  on  the  lens.  Do  not  use  cleaning  cloth 
which  are  recommended  for  spectacles,  as  these  are  often  impregnated  with 
a greasy  cleaning  agent.  If  rubbed  on  the  lens  grease  can  give  a star 
filter  effect.  The  best  way  to  protect  the  lens  is  to  keep  a filter  on 
the  lens  a U.V  or  skylight.  Use  a stiffer  brush  for  cleaning  the  camera 


8 


body  and  metal  work  including  the  outside  lens  housing.  It  is  important 
to  keep  grit  away  from  the  wind-on  lever  and  small  controls.  If  the 
shutter  of  your  camera  is  mechanical  type,  without  a film  in  the  camera 
run  through  the  shutter  speeds  and  all  the  iris  (exposures  f settings) 
periodically.  Most  faults  with  modern  sophisticated  cameras  are  operator 
malfunctions-  people  do  not  read  their  camera  manuals  properly. 

Colin  Dack 


PHOTOGRAPHIC  GROUP  PROGRAMME  1987/88 


Wednesday 
Nov  25th 
1 9 . 3 Ohr s 


"Norfolk  the  finest  bird  County" 
by  Mr  M Seago' 

Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 


Monday 
Dec  14th 
19. 30hrs 


"Exploring  the  Isles  of  Orkney  & Faroe 
By  Mrs  A Wilson 

Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 


Wednesday 
Jan  20th 
19. 30hrs 


"Between  the  Tides" 

By  Mr  J Fenton 

Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 


Thursday 
Feb  18th 
19 . 30hrs 


"Walking  the  Pennine  Way" 
by  Mr  P Negal 

Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 


Thursday 
March  17th 
19 . 30hrs 


"Wildlife  in  the  Garden" 
by  Mr  T Jennings 

Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 


Thursday 
April  14th 
1 9 . 30hrs 


"East  Anglia  through  the  Seasons" 
Photographic  Group  presentation  to  Society 

City  Library  Lecture  Theatre 


Wednesday 
May  18th 
19 . 30hrs 


Members  Evening 

A challenge  - your  slides  to  match  the  theme 
"Broadland" . up  to  10  slides  each  please. 
Assembly  House  Edmund  Bacon  Room 


Bob  Robinson. 

I have  repeated  the  remainder  of  Photographic  Group  indoor  meetings 
for  those  members  who  have  mislaid  their  Natterjack  Nol7.  I would  like  to 
remind  members  that  Photographic  Group  meetings  are  open  to  all  Society 
members  to  attend. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  NEXT  NATTERJACK  should  be  sent  to  Colin  Dack, 
12,  Shipdham  Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ,  to  arrive  not 
later  than  15th  January  1988.  Contributions  sent  after  this  date  will  not 
be  accepted  for  the  February  Natterjack. 

If  members  have  to  write  to  me  about  membership  or  "Natterjack".  Would 
they  please  put  their  full  name  above  the  address  on  the  letter.  Also 
would  they  please  write  the  letter  so  I can  read  it,  I do  not  have  a 
degree  in  reading  bad  hand  writing.  So  please  use  your  best  Colin  proof 
writing,  the  same  for  contributions  to  Natterjack.  A telephone  number 
would  also  be  a great  help  if  I had  to  contact  you  about  your  letter. 


THE 
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February  1988 

************* 


Dr .C.P.PETCH 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  we  have  to  report  the  passing  of  one  of 
the  County's  much  respected  botanists.  Dr.C.P.Petch  MD . FRCP,  a past 
president  of  the  Society  1981-82,  who  passed  away  on  December  8th  1987, 
aged  78.  He  was  buried  at  North  Wootton  near  King's  Lynn  in  the  village 
where  he  was  born. 

A methodical  researcher  and  recorder  he  was  always  ready  to  assist 
with  a problem  of  identification.  He  was  co-author  with  Mr. E.L. Swann  of 
the  Flora  of  Norfolk  published  in  1986  to  commemorate  the  Society's 
centenary  year. 

Our  sincere  condolences  are  extended  to  his  wife  and  family. 

K.C.Durrant. 


FUNGUS  REPORT  1987 

This  has  been  a remarkable  year  in  many  respects.  After  a 
disappointing  start  there  were  plenty  of  fungi  later  in  the  season  and 
117  new  species  were  added  to  our  list.  Excursions  of  the  Society 
provided  293  records.  Personal  forays  by  members,  Mid  Norfolk  Trust 
excursions  and  other  sources  provided  a total  of  2769  by  December  31st. 
Total  records  are  approximately  19.000  which  should  provide  much 
information  regarding  the  frequency  of  species  in  the  County.  Some  of  the 
new  finds  have  already  appeared  in  previous  copies  of  the  Natterjack, 
there  are  so  many  others  that  it  seems  pointless  to  name  all  of  them.  It 
is  anticipated  that  fungus  records  since  1975  will  be  placed  with  the 
British  Mycological  Society  this  coming  year. 

A few  words  on  conservation.  Since  Toadstools  are  only  the  fruiting 
bodies,  the  main  plant  (beneath  the  soil  or  other  substrate)  is  not 
affected  by  picking.  A single  fruiting  body  produces  millions  of  spores 
so  that  survival  depends  largely  on  one  of  these  finding  a suitable 
habitat . 
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It  is  not  possible  to  identify  all  species  in  the  field  and  many 
require  further  examination  at  home.  Identification  in  the  field  often 
requires  a look  at  the  gill  structure  which  is  only  possible  by  pulling 
up  the  toadstool. 

Furthermore  in  all  our  forays  after  identification  the  material  is 
left  in  situ  to  be  rapidly  eaten  by  fly  or  beetle  larvae,  small  mammals, 
deer  etc  and  spores  are  rapidly  dispersed  in  this  way. 

A little  thoughtfulness  in  collecting  - the  spores  of  Earthstars  can 
be  shaken  out  in  the  area  where  found.  Do  not  take  more  than  one  even  if 
identification  is  in  doubt.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  conservation  is  a 
problem,  although  some  areas  known  to  be  habitats  for  rare  fungi  are 
protected. 

Reg  Evans. 

A RARE  FUNGUS  - CALOSCYPHA  FULGENS 

This  fungus  was  first  found  in  this  Country  when  we  visited  Brandon 
Picnic  Site  (March  1968)  in  grass  on  the  roadside  verge.  The  specimens 
were  cup  shaped  about  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  inner  surface  was  a bright 
yellow  colour  with  a tinge  of  green. 

At  first  thought  to  be  of  no  economic  importance  and  unlikely  to  be 
pathogenic.  However  we  are  informed  that  it  is  " The  ascogenous  state  of 
a common  mould  parasitic  on  seeds  of  conifers  especially  in  wet 
situations " . 

A further  find  of  these  cup  fungi  was  made  near  Elveden  (in  April 
1985)  under  conifer  in  a woodland  ride.  These  records  were  in  Suffolk. 

Two  days  later  we  visited  Lenwade  Nature  Reserve.  We  were  delighted 
to  find  a single  specimen  under  ash  distant  from  conifer. 

Since  the  other  state  ("mould')  is  parasitic  on  seeds  of  conifer  and 
these  are  wind  borne,  it  is  possible  that  the  ascogenous  state  (the  cup 
fungus)  developed  from  an  infected  seed. 

The  bright  yellow  cup  fungus  1"  (25mm)  in  diameter  is  easy  to  see.  In 
March  to  May  it  is  unlikely  to  be  confused  with  any  similar  fungus,  so  if 
you  are  in  conifer  woods  at  this  time  look  out  for  this  rarity  (3  British 
records  only) . We  would  welcome  any  finds  sent  for  confirmation. 

Reg  & Lil  Evans. 


SKYLARKS 

Has  there  been  a general  shortage  of  skylarks  this  year?  In  May  and 
June  I spent  nearly  five  weeks  at  a farm-house  at  Ilketshall,  Suffolk. 
The  place  is  surrounded  by  meadow  land  but  not  once  did  I see  or  hear  a 
skylark.  It  was  the  same  on  odd  days  out  in  and  around  Norfolk,  not  one 
skylark.  I mentioned  this  to  a market  gardening  friend  (Mr  Albert  Ward  of 
Spixworth).  He  said  that  every  year,  usually  when  snow  was  on  the  ground, 
skylarks  would  ruin  quite  a large  area  of  greens,  but  both  he  and  his  son 
remarked  upon  how  few  there  were  this  year.  If  this  is  general  could  it 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  these  lovely  little  songsters  are  slaughtered  in 
vast  numbers  on  the  continent,  or  is  it  that  I just  have  not  been  in  the 
right  place  at  the  right  time? 


Dorothy  Johnson 
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SOME  GALLS  IN  GREAT  YARMOUTH  CEMETERIES 

Over  the  past  16  years  I have  kept  a watch  on  the  municipal 
cemeteries  in  the  centre  of  Gt . Yarmouth,  recording  the  birdlife  (for  ~ 
which  they  are  renowned),  mammals,  plants,  fungi  etc.  A few  years  ago  I 
mentioned  in  these  pages  some  of  the  species  of  the  latter  group  which  I 
have  come  across. 

In  my  rambles  I have  also  fallen  upon  several  species  of  galls. 

Common  on  the  young  shoots  of  sycamore  which  appear  everywhere  are 
examples  of  the  mite  Eriophyes  macrorhynchus  aceribus , populating  the 
leaves  in  abundance.  Not  quite  so  prolific,  but  also  common  on  certain 
years,  is  the  species  Eriophyes  til iae  ti 1 iae  forming  the  characteristic 
Nail  gall  on  Lime.  This  tree  has  also  been  host  to  the  midge  Contarinia 
tiliarum  which  forms  the  "Petiole  gall".  A lamented  victim  of  last  year's 
hurricane  was  an  interesting  Wych-elm  which  produced  some  fine  examples 
of  the  "Roll  gall"  caused  by  the  Aphis  Er iosoma  ulmi . This  fine  tree  has 
since  been  removed  from  the  cemetery  and  with  it  too,  I fear,  has  this 
gall . 

Not  the  fate  of  the  Robin's  pincushion  Diplolepis  rosae  I expect. 
This  spectacular  gall  can  be  seen  at  all  times  of  the  year.  In  spring  and 
summer  the  tangled  masses  of  red  are  very  common. 

But  it  is  to  one  particular  oak  that  I am  usually  drawn  when 
gall-hunting.  This  has  produced  some  fine  specimens  among  which  are: 
Currant  and  Common  Spangle  galls  Neuroterus  quercus-baccarum,  Silk-button 
Spangle  Neuroterus  numismalis , Pea  gall  cynips  divisa  and  Marble  gall 
Andricus  kol lari . Perhaps  most  interesting  of  all  has  been  the  Knopper 
gall  Andricus  quercuscal icis . Members  will  probably  know  of  the  spread  of 
this  species  throughout  the  county  since  the  mid  1970  's.  I first  recorded 
it  in  the  Yarmouth  cemeteries,  on  the  acorns  of  oaks  in  1976  . That  year 
it  was  abundant,  but  since  then  it  has  never  recurred  so  spectacularly. 
Some  years  have  been  better  than  others  but  in  a couple,  none  were 
recorded.  However  the  last  two  seasons  have  seen  good  numbers  on  the  same 
tree  but  the  situation  needs  continued  watching.  Gall-hunting  in 
cemeteries  clearly  pays  dividends. 


Michael  Bean 

SOCIAL  EVENING  SATURDAY  NOVEMBER  14th  1987  at  CATTON  VILLAGE  HALL 

We  do  hope  that  members  who  attended  enjoyed  this  occasion.  We  shall 
be  pleased  to  receive  any  comments  during  the  forthcoming  months  to  help 
us  to  plan  for  this  year.  Having  learnt  from  our  experiences  catering  for 
this  last  party,  we  would  now  be  able  to  assess  what  we  need  with  more 
accuracy,  if  it  is  decided  to  do  the  same  again.  We  do  feel  that  next 
time  numbers  may  have  to  be  limited.  In  November  72  people  attended  and 
as  was  seen,  this  is  about  the  maximum  that  can  be  coped  with 
comfortably. 

One  thing  is  certain,  the  dishes  cooked  by  members  were  much 
appreciated.  Two  dishes  in  particular  attracted  very  favourable  comments 
and  requests  for  the  recipes  have  been  passed  our  way.  We  thought  it 
would  be  nice  to  print  these  for  you  to  try.  Our  thanks  to  Phyllis  Ellis 
and  Janet  Ewles. 


Rex  and  Barbara  Haney. 
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TED'S  MUSHROOM  SALAD  (Phyllis  Ellis) 

(No  quantities  given,  all  done  by  taste!) 

To  cover  1/2  lb.  - 3/4  lb.  mushrooms. 

A If  using  bought  mayonnaise  place  a quantity  in  mixer  add  mustard 
(pinch),  sugar  (pinch)  before  other  ingredients  (C) 

B Mayonnaise : Using  one  egg,  pinch  of  sugar  and  mustard  and  about  a 

teaspoon  of  vinegar,  start  mixer  and  after  a second  or  so  add  a 
mixture  of  sunflower  and  olive  oil  slowly,  until  desired  volume  and 
thickness  is  achieved. 

C Still  mixing  add  about  3/4  teaspoon  or  less  of  powdered  cloves,  one 
garlic  clove  (or  2)  and  either  tomato  ketchup  or  a tin  of  tomato 
puree  and  a little  Lea  & Perrins  Worcester  Sauce. 

D Skin  the  mushrooms  and  slice.  Place  in  a dish,  cover  with  sauce  and 
clingfilm  and  put  into  the  fridge  until  needed.  Gently  stir  before 
serving . 

TUNA  FISH  QUICHE  (Janet  Ewles) 

9"  flan  dish  5 fluid  ozs.  fresh  cream 

8 ozs.  shortcrust  pastry  2 1/2  fluid  ozs.  milk 

5ozs.  tin  Tuna  fish  6 ozs.  Cheddar  cheese 

3 eggs  1 tomato 

Line  a greased  flan  dish  with  the  pastry.  Drain  Tuna  fish  and  flake, 
grate  cheese  and  thinly  slice  the  tomato. 

Sprinkle  1/2  Tuna  fish  into  the  pastry  case  then  add  2ozs.  of  grated 
cheese  - repeat  layers  again. 

Beat  eggs  with  cream  and  milk,  season  well  and  pour  over  the  layers  of 
Tuna  and  cheese. 

Sprinkle  remaining  2 ozs.  of  cheese  over  this  and  arrange  thinly  sliced 
tomato  on  top.  Bake  in  centre  of  oven  at  375°F  (Mark  5)  for  30  - 40 
minutes . 


ORANGE  TIP  BUTTERFLIES 


We  have  provided  a habitat  in  the  garden  for  larvae  of  the  Orange  Tip 
butterfly,  by  not  weeding  out  all  the  Garlic  Mustard  A1 1 iaria  petiolata . 
The  introduction  of  a second  food  plant.  Dame's  Violet  Hesperis 
matronal is  has  also  assisted. 


Some  of  the  larvae  were  taken  at  a late  stage  to  rear  into 
butterflies,  but  unfortunately  3 out  of  7 pupae  were  found  to  be 
parasitised  by  flies  ( Tachinidae ) . 

Parasitism  is  a factor  in  the  survival  of  the  species  which  is  often 
ignored.  This  year  is  not  exceptional  and  confirms  records  of  previous 
years . 


On  leaves  of  Dame's  Violet,  larvae  and  pupae  of  the  moth  Plutel la 
were  collected.  From  white  cocoons  emerged  two  parasites  Apanteles 
imperator . 


Butterfly  and  moth  larvae  and  eggs 
parasites . 


suffer  many  casualties  by 
Reg  Evans. 


WANTED  a Commodore  8250  or  8050  dual  floppy  disk  unit  to  use  for  Society 
work.  My  SFD  1001  disk  unit  needs  reparing,  I requir  a disk  unit  to  use 
while  this  is  being  repaired.  As  all  my  software  is  in  this  format. 
Colin  Dack . Membership  Secretary. 
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AN  UNCOMMON  OAK  GALL?  - ANDRICUS  QUERCUS  RAMULI 

These  are  visible  among  oak  twigs  as  white  cotton  wool  galls  which 
turn  to  a light  brown  shade  later  in  the  year.  They  are  formed  on  male 
oak  catkins.  A parthenogenetic  generation  is  said  to  develop  in  buds  in 
the  early  spring. 

We  do  not  have  many  records  for  this  particular  gall,  although  it 
must  be  conspicuous  when  young. 

Galls  collected  from  the  Toftwood  area  matured  and  produced  gall 
wasps  - brownish  insects  with  yellow  legs.  In  addition  considerable 
numbers  of  a parasitic  wasp  Chalcids  also  emerged.  Perhaps  parasitism 
keeps  these  galls  from  being  more  frequently  seen. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  know  of  further  sightings  of  this  easily 
identified  gall  - white  to  light  brown  cottony  galls  about  marble  size. 

Lil  Evans  & Colin  Dack. 

"PIGGYBACK ' TOADSTOOLS 

On  rare  occasions  toadstools  are  found  with  a smaller  one  of  the  same 
species  growing  on  the  cap.  Some  of  these  malformed  fungi  may  have  arisen 
due  to  damage  by  insects  and  other  causes. 

There  are  some  toadstools  which  live  on  others  of  a different 
species,  Asterophora  parasitica  and  Asterophora  lycoperdoides  have  this 
ability  and  are  found  on  larger  fungi  of  Russula  and  Lactarius . 

They  grow  on  almost  any  part  of  the  host  producing  many  white  capped 
small  toadstools  (up  to  1"  25mm  diameter).  In  the  case  of  A lycoperdoides 
these  caps  turn  ochre  colour  and  produce  on  the  surface  an  abundance  of 
loose  spores  (known  as  resting  spores). 

In  the  following  year  when  fruiting  bodies  of  Russula  and  Lactarius 
push  up  through  the  soil  they  are  said  to  become  infected  by  these 
resting  spores  which  germinate  and  grow  on  their  tissue. 

Some  of  these  spores  were  collected  and  placed  on  the  cap  of  a 
Russula  nigricans . Within  a few  weeks  small  fruiting  heads  of  a 
Lycoperdoides  were  seen  indicating  that  although  the  resting  spores  can 
germinate  when  next  years  Russula "s  become  available,  they  are  also 
capable  of  more  immediate  germination  if  the  host  is  provided. 

Attempts  to  grow  these  piggyback  toadstools  on  other  species  of 
Russula  were  not  successful.  Most  Russulas  tend  to  decay  rapidly, 
probably  before  the  germinating  spore  can  develop. 

It  is  noticeable  that  fungi  affected  with  these  small  toadstools 
produce  few  fungus  gnats  or  other  flies.  Neither  does  the  host  appear 
attacked  by  moulds. 

Perhaps  the  piggyback  toadstools  can  prevent  the  development  of  these 
other  intruders 


Reg  Evans . 


6 


SOME  NOTES  ON  SPIDERS 

It  is  generally  thought  that  female  spiders  always  eat  the  male, 
unless  he  is  quick  enough  to  make  off  soon  after  mating.  This  may  be  true 
of  certain  species  such  as  Meta  seqmentata  females  which  have  no 
compunction  in  devouring  a succession  of  male  partners. 

A pair  of  Zebra  spiders  Salticus  scenicus  confined  in  a small 
container  shared  a retreat  (silken  tunnel)  and  did  not  even  quarrel  about 
food  provided. 

However  on  an  outdoor  meeting  a shortage  of  small  containers  resulted 
in  a male  and  a female  Linyphia  piontana  spiders  being  confined  together. 
On  opening  the  container  the  male  was  seen  making  a meal  of  the  female. 
There  are  always  exceptions  1 

Generally  spiders  tested  ignored  certain  flies  ( Sciarids ) and  refused 
the  bramble  gall  wasp  Diastrophus  rubi.  The  spider  Harpactea  homberqi 
whose  food  preferences  are  said  to  be  unknown  - reduced  booklice 
( Psocids ) to  fragments  overnight.  It  seems  to  be  nocturnal  in  activity. 

A relative  of  this  spider  is  Dysdera  crocata  with  a reddish  brown 
carapace  and  legs  and  a tube  - like  greyish  abdomen.  A pair  of  these  were 
introduced  in  a small  glass  container.  Contrary  to  the  literature  there 
was  no  slow  approach,  but  an  immediate  swift  entanglement.  It  was  felt 
that  such  a violent  approach  would  result  in  a battle  in  which  no  chance 
would  arise  of  separating  the  contestants. 


Fears  were  groundless, 
times  within  the  hour. 


Mating  took  place  and  was  repeated  several 
Reg  Evans . 


Annual  Subscription 

This  is  to  remind  members  that  their  subscription  was  due  on  the  1st 
April.  cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  the  Norfolk  & Norwich 
Naturalists'  Society. 


Annual  Subscription  rates  are: 


Junior  £3.00  Ordinary  £6.00 

Family  £7.50  Affiliation  £15.00 


D.A.Dorling,  Honorary  Treasurer. 

"St  Edmundsbury" , 6 New  Road,  Hethersett , Norwich.  NR 9 3HH . 

WARNING 

If  your  Subscription  has  lapsed  for  more  than  one  year  and  the  Hon 
Treasurer  has  not  received  your  subscription  by  the  1st  August  1988. 
your  name  will  be  deleted  from  the  membership  roll. 

Colin  Dack,  Membership  Secretary. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  NEXT  NATTERJACK  should  be  sent  to  Colin  Dack, 
12,  Shipdham  Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ,  to  arrive  not 
later  than  15th  April  1988.  Contributions  sent  after  this  date  will  not 
be  accepted  for  the  May  Natterjack. 
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RESEARCH  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

As  many  members  will  know,  the  Society's  Council  has  established  a 
number  of  committees,  mainly  to  help  with  the  organisation  of  the 
Programme,  Membership  and  Publications.  There  is  another,  however,  whose 
function  is  much  less  defined  and  precise:  the  Research  Committee.  In 

fact,  although  I was  invited  to  accept  the  chairmanship  two  years  ago, 
I'm  still  not  certain  what  that  function  is! 

However,  it  seemed  to  me  that  we  ought  A)  to  encourage,  if  not 
initiate,  suitable  research  projects  in  the  County,  and  B)  maintain  any 
projects  already  going  on  and  collate  their  results.  Of  the  former,  we 
have  responded  to  two  requests  for  help  in  investigating  particular 
habitats:  one  for  a general  look  at  Wiveton  Downs,  an  area  up  to  now  (as 
far  as  I am  aware)  somewhat  neglected  by  naturalists,  and  another  for 
specialists  to  investigate  some  aspects  of  the  natural  history  of  Howe 
Hill  which  have  received  less  attention  than,  say,  its  larger  plants  and 
animals.  Field  meetings  have  been  arranged  to  both  these  sites  as  part  of 
the  Summer  programme. 

Of  the  latter  function,  we  have  been  concerned  mainly  with  the 
Roadside  Verge  survey  which  was  completed  in  1985.  We  thought  that  this 
was  a most  useful  and  significant  piece  of  work,  whose  organisers  deserve 
(and  I trust  have  received)  the  Society's  thanks  and  congratulations. 
However,  as  everyone  agrees  that  roadside  verges  are  a vitally  important 
reservoir  of  plant  and  animal  species,  we  are  going  to  need  to  watch  over 
them  and  regularly  assess  actual  and  potential  threats.  Consequently,  in 
the  Committee's  name  I wrote  to  everyone  I could  trace  who  had 
contributed  to  the  original  survey,  thanking  them  for  what  they  had  done, 
and  asking  them  to  keep  an  eye  on  their  verge(s),  with  a view  to 
producing  a new  report  perhaps  ten  years  after  the  first  one. 

A number  of  contributors  were  kind  enough  to  reply  to  this 
necessarily  generalised  letter,  and  many  of  them  made  the  point  (which  I 
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should  have  thought  of  myself)  that  they  were  not  so  young  as  they  were, 
and  doubted  whether  they  would  be  in  a position  to  help  that  far  in  the 
future!  However,  they  all  offered  to  carry  on  watching  their  verges  as 
long  as  mobility  allowed,  which  is  one  of  the  nice  things  about 
naturalists . 

Paul  Banham,  Wells 


SAXTHORPE 

24th  April  1988 

The  unexpected  fine  weather  produced  a very  large  turn  out  for  this 
meeting,  lead  by  Ann  Brewster. 

We  could  see  evidence  of  Red  Deer,  Ann  Brewster  showed  us  how  the  Red 
Deer  were  damaging  the  young  trees  by  nibbling  off  the  growing  tips.  A 
large  number  of  young  trees  were  damaged  in  this  way.  Deciduous  trees  are 
being  planted  in  place  of  conifers.  On  a walk  through  the  wood  we  saw  a 
carpet  of  primroses. 

In  the  morning  some  of  our  members  explored  the  wood  and  area  where 
the  cars  were  parked.  A Common  Lizard  was  seen  on  a branch  lying  on  the 
ground.  Rex  took  a photograph,  then  Colin  attempted  to  photograph  the 
Lizard,  however  as  he  knelt  his  right  knee  joint  gave  a audible  crack 
whereupon  the  Lizard  promptly  disappeared!  It  takes  very  little  to 
disturb  this  reptile.  In  the  adjacent  woodland  Lil  Evans  and  Gordon  Meek 
found  a pale  brown  cup  fungus  Encoel ia  f urf uracea  growing  on  dead  hazel 
branches,  April  is  the  time  when  it  is  seen. 

Some  of  us  spent  the  afternoon  looking  in  a wood  near  the  bridge. 
Under  a pile  of  dead  branches  Gordon  Meek  found  a 2"  Scarlet  Elf  Cup 
Sarcoscypha  coccinea . Lil  Evans  found  a pinkish  jelly  fungus  Neobulgaria 
pura  growing  on  a dead  stump,  these  fungus  records  are  uncommon  in 
Norfolk . 

After  lunch  we  visited  a meadow  to  see  the  Alternate-Leaved  Golden 
Saxifrage  Chrysosplenium  al ternif ol ium  there  was  also  a good  showing  of 
Wood  Anemone  Anemone  nemorosa , Ramsons  Al 1 ium  ursinum  and  some  Yellow 
Archangel  Lamiastrum  galeobdolon . We  were  then  taken  to  a meadow  where 
pigs  had  been  kept  four  years  ago.  Ann  Brewster  showed  us  a photograph 
taken  two  years  ago  when  it  had  a very  good  flora,  it  is  now  well  on  the 
way  to  being  an  Alder  carr. 

We  next  went  to  the  site  of  the  Mousetail  Myosurus  minimus . There  was 
a Bull  in  this  meadow,  Colin  claimed  to  have  some  good  photographs  of 
Mousetail,  he  kept  both  eyes  on  the  bull  form  outside  of  the  meadow  while 
we  took  our  photographs . 

We  then  visited  the  Exhibition  in  the  Village  Hall.  Considerable 
effort  had  been  put  into  several  of  the  exhibits,  including  a very 
interesting  distribution  map  of  Harvest  Mice  in  the  Saxthorpe  and 
Corpusty  area.  Is  this  the  best  area  for  Harvest  Mice  in  the  County?  Or 
is  it  that  Ann  Brewster  has  gone  out  and  found  the  evidence? 


C.D. , R . E . & . M . P . 
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A FLOOD  ALLEVIATION  STRATEGY  FOR  BROADLAND 

Jan  Brooke  & Kerry  Turner  of  the  School  of  Environmental  Sciences, 
U.E.A.,  are  currently  undertaking  a research  project  for  Anglian  Water 
and  the  Broads  Authority  aimed  at  formulating  a flood  alleviation 
strategy  for  the  Norfolk  Broads  area.  Environmental  acceptability  is  an 
important  criterion  of  this  research,  and  to  this  end  we  are  contacting 
various  conservation  agencies  to  help  with  the  compilation  of  a "rare 
species"  inventory.  We  feel  that  it  would  be  useful  if  the  Water 
Authority  had  a reasonably  comprehensive  list  of  the  location  and 
relative  importance  of  species  of  particular  interest,  together  with  some 
indication  of  their  water  quality  requirements. 

If  you  are  aware  of  any  such  species  in  Broadland  particularly  those 
species  which  are  less  widely  publicised , I would  be  grateful  if  you 
could  make  a note  of  the  following:- 

1 Species  name  (Latin  and  English). 

2 Location  of  species  (grid  reference  or  march/level  name  and  nearest 
main  river ) . 

3 Importance  (international,  national,  regional). 

4 Water  quality  requirement  (fresh,  brackish,  salt,  no  preference). 

5 Whether  this  information  should  be  regarded  as  confidential. 

Data  can  be  forwarded  to:-  Jan  Brooke,  ENV,  U.E.A.  Norwich.  NR 4 7TJ 

Please  include  a note  of  your  name  and  address,  so  that  information  can 
be  followed  up  if  necessary. 

It  should  be  emphasised  that  the  above  refers  to  all  forms  of  wildlife, 
not  just  plants.  In  fact,  more  information  already  exists  on  plants  than 
anything  else.  Jan  has  assured  me  that,  where  necessary,  information  can 
be  treated  in  confidence. 


Alec  Bull 


FRUIT  FLIES  FROM  FUNGI 

Fruit  Flies  Drosophila  are,  as  the  name  suggests  attracted  to  fruit 
especially  if  it  should  be  over  ripe.  Their  larvae  are  found  mainly  in 
decaying  vegetable  matter.  It  would  appear  that  hard  wood  encrusting 
fungi  would  be  an  unsuitable  habitat. 

Hypoxylon  rubiginosum  is  such  a fungus.  Hard  thin  reddish-brown  layers 
appear  on  the  wood  of  dead  Ash  trees.  Norfolk  collections  were  made  to 
discover  if  they  were  attacked,  if  so  the  identity  of  the  insects 

Some  Nemapoqon  species  of  small  moths  emerged,  followed  by  their 
parasite  Apanteles  parasitel lae , a small  wasp  like  creature  associated 
with  microlepidoptera  in  fungi. 

In  addition  two  species  of  fruit  fly  were  present  in  the  container 
Drosophila  subobscura  and  Amiota  basdeni . 

A specimen  of  Daldinia  concentr ica  (King  Alfred's  cakes)  also 
produced  Drosophila  subobscura . 


Reg  Evans. 
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'JEWS  EAR'  FUNGUS 

This  is  a common  brown  gelatinous  fungus  often  seen  on  the  bark  of 
living  and  dead  Elder  branches  and  occasionally  on  Beech,  Elm  and  other 
trees . 

Some  of  this  material  was  placed  in  moist  peat  where  it  eventually 
decayed.  In  the  container  appeared  many  tiny  'gall  midges'  so  called 
because  this  group  often  produces  galls  although  these  were  not  visible 
on  the  collected  fungus. 

These  midges  proved  to  be  Camptodiplosis  auriculariae  ( Cecidomyiidae 
: Diptera)  seldom  recorded,  and  probably  new  to  the  County. 

Reg  Evans. 

A COMMON  BRACKET  FUNGUS  AND  ITS  INHABITANTS 

Inonotus  hispidus  is  found  growing  on  various  deciduous  trees  such  as 
Apple  and  Walnut,  but  is  especially  common  on  Ash.  There  is  no  common 
name  for  this  species  which  could  well  be  called  the  "Ash  Polypore" 
because  of  its  apparent  preference  for  this  tree. 

I have  seen  specimens  on  other  trees  growing  along  Earlham  Road  and 
they  probably  still  produce  their  annual  fruiting  bodies  there. 

Surprisingly  on  splitting  old  and  mature  bracket  fungi  of  this  species 
I seem  to  always  find  pinkish  beetle  larvae  which  in  due  course  become 
adult  beetles  Orchesia  micans . They  are  brown  oval  shaped  and  able  to 
jump  to  avoid  capture. 

There  is  (of  course)  an  associated  parasite  which  is  also  present  in 
most  collections  often  in  quantity.  This  blackish  small  "wasp"  Meteorus 
obf uscatus  exerts  some  control  over  this  common  beetle. 

Reg  Evans. 


SPONSORED  NEST-BOX  BUILD 

The  Norfolk  Young  Naturalists  and  West  Norfolk  Conservation 
Volunteers  are  holding  a sponsored  nest-box  build  during  early  July  in 
aid  of  tropical  forest  conservation.  We  hope  to  sell  any  boxes  made  to 
add  to  the  money  raised.  Prices  are  from  £2.75  for  bat  or  small  bird 
boxes  (£2. 50/box  for  six  or  more),  to  £8.00  for  owl  boxes.  Boxes  made  to 
order  for  a wide  variety  of  species.  Enquiries  or  orders  for  boxes  to 
Edward  Cross  (Hillington  600227). 

GIVE  A DAY  FOR  NORFOLK 

Are  you  concerned  at  the  amount  of  development  which  is  taking  place 
in  the  County?  Do  we  need  more  bypasses  and  all  our  main  roads  dualled? 
Do  we  need  more  tourists,  or  is  enough  enough?  These  and  many  other 
aspects  of  our  countryside  in  the  years  leading  up  to  the  year  2,000  are 
to  be  discussed  at  a One  Day  Conference  which  is  being  planned  by  a group 
of  concerned  members  of  our  community,  to  take  place  on  Saturday  10th 
September  at  Wymondham  College.  Full  details  in  the  next  Natterjack.  The 
title  to  look  out  for  is  the  same  as  the  heading  above.  Watch  this  space! 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC  GROUP  PROGRAMME  1988/89 

As  hitherto,  all  indoor  meetings  are  being  held  at  the  Assembly  House 
(in  the  Sir  Edmund  Bacon  Room  throughout)  to  commence  at  7.30  pm. 


Sunday 
11th  Sept 
1100. Hrs 

Photographic  Fungus  Excursion  to  West  Harling  Woods. 

Meet  at  the  West  Harling  Picnic  site.  Carry  picnic  lunch, 
afternoon  follow  up  at  1400hrs  subject  to  the  weather  being 
favourable 

Wednesday 
21st  Sept 

Members  Evening:  To  renew  acquaintances,  to  welcome  new 
members  and  to  enjoy  some  of  your  holiday  slides  at  the  first 
indoor  meeting  of  the  new  session.  Please  bring  up  to  12 
slides  each 

Wednesday 
19th  Oct 

"East  Anglian  Wildlife"  Lecturer:  Mr.  B.  Wingrove. 

Wednesday 
23rd  Nov 

"Photographing  Flowers,  Home  & Abroad."  Lecturer:  Mr  R. Jones. 

Friday 
9th  Dec 

"The  Scilly  Isles"  Lecturer:  Mr  R.  Batch. 

Wednesday 
18th  Jan 

"Small  is  Beautiful"  Lecturer:  Mr  M.  Woolner. 

Wednesday 
22nd  Feb 

"Alpine  Flora"  Lecturer:  Mr  K.  Durrant . 

Friday 
17th  Mar 

"Getting  close  to  Nature"  Lecturer:  Mr  K.  Palmer. 

Monday 
17th  April 

"Walking  in  Wales"  Lecturer:  Mr  M.  Poulton. 

At  the  conclusion  of  each  lecture  provision  is  made  for  members  to  show  a 
few  slides  of  their  own.  No  more  than  10  each  please. 

Bob  Robinson 

I would  like  to  remind  members  that  Photographic  Group  meetings  are 
open  to  all  Society  members  to  attend.  You  do  not  have  to  have  the  latest 
in  high-technology  jewellery  hanging  round  your  neck.  You  do  not  have  to 
own  a camera,  just  have  an  interest  in  Natural  history  photography  and 
would  just  like  to  come  to  the  meetings.  We  only  mention  equipment  when 
someone  asks  about  it.  If  you  have  a photographic  problem  someone  in  the 
group  would  be  able  to  help  you. 

PETROL  / OIL  GIFT  VOUCHERS 

Would  members  who  never  seem  to  collect  the  number  required,  to 
collect  the  so-called  gift.  Please  save  them  so  they  can  be  exchanged  for 
gifts  to  use  as  prizes  in  a raffle  at  the  Society  Social  Evening.  For 
further  details  see  August  Natterjack. 

Colin  Dack. 


£10  was  raised  for  Society  funds  from  the  collection  of  Nescafe  labels. 
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RARE  FUNGUS  FOUND  IN  WEST  NORFOLK 

Whilst  hunting  for  fungi  in  the  Stanford  Battle  Area  on  21st  November 
1987,  I discovered  Volvariel la  surrecta  growing  on  rotting  Cloud  Caps 
Cl itocybe  nebular is  under  a line  of  roadside  Beech  at  Hopton  point.  The 
find  was  later  confirmed  by  Mr . R . E . Evans . I had  previously  seen  the 
species  in  a similar  habitat  where  it  was  found  some  years  ago  by  Mr 
Evans,  at  East  Tuddenham.  These  are  the  only  substantiated  recent 
records,  though  Mr  Evans  tells  me  that  the  late  Dr.  Ellis  had  referred  to 
another  find  a year  or  two  ago,  but  that  no  definite  record  had  ever  come 
to  light.  The  only  previous  records  of  this  species  in  Norfolk  appear  in 
Part  2 of  G.J. Cooke's  Norfolk  County  list  of  Fungi,  Transactions  of  The 
Norfolk  & Norwich  Naturalists'  Society  1938,  page  473  under  Volvariel la 
loveiana . Tottenhill.  26/10/1903.  Dr.C.B.  Plowright  (The  late  Dr.  Petch 's 
grandfather,  I am  told)  and  King's  Lynn,  26/10/1902.  C.Rea. 

It  would  appear  worthwhile  for  mycologists  to  search  sites  from  which 
they  know  Cl itocybe  nebularis  during  the  early  part  of  November,  when  the 
host  plant  is  likely  to  be  decaying. 


Alee  Bui 1 . 


SOCIETY  NOTICE  BOARD 
WORKSHOP  IN  1988. 

7th  June:  Microscopy  Group  - Copepods  and  Foraminif era . 

6th  July:  Norfolk  Moth  Survey  - Pyralid  identification. 

25th  August:  Flatworms  and  Leeches. 

10  October:  Norfolk  Moth  Survey  - Introduction  to  micros  and  annual 

review. 

All  workshops  are  held  in  the  Castle  Museum  Norwich  at  7.30pm  19.30hrs 
Car  parking  is  available  on  the  Castle  Mound. 

Note  that  the  Norfolk  Moth  Survey  will  be  holding  a number  of  field 
meetings  during  the  summer.  For  details  of  these,  contact  Tony  Irwin  at 
the  Museum  (Norwich  611277  ext.  42). 

TRANSACTIONS  1988 

The  editor  of  the  transactions  apologise  to  all  members  who  were 
looking  forward  to  reading  their  Transactions  without  the  distraction  of 
the  brilliant  colours  of  the  Bird  and  Mammal  Report . Unfortunately  this 
year,  as  last,  the  Transactions  will  be  delayed  until  July. 

Tony  Irwin. 

The  editor  would  be  pleased  to  receive  notes  (contributions)  for  the 
next  Natterjack,  especially  from  those  members  who  have  not  yet  made  a 
contribution.  Closing  date  for  submissions  1st  July  1988.  Contributions 
should  be  sent  to  Colin  Dack , 12,  Shipdham  Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham, 

Norfolk.  NRl 9 1JJ. 
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WHAT  IS  A NATURALIST? 


To  me  this  is  a hard  thing  to  define.  It  is  not,  as  has  sometimes  been  thought, 
one  of  those  people  who  remove  all  their  clothing  and  cavort  on  our  beaches  when  the 
sun  shines.  Most  Naturalists  can  easily  be  identified  by  the  clothes  they  are 
wearing.  The  main  uniform  is  usually  Barbours  and  Wellies  with  certain  badges  of 
office  around  their  necks  - either  binoculars  or  cameras  - or  both.  Not  forgetting 
the  'scope! 

Each  person  has  his  own  conception  of  a Naturalist.  To  some  who  have  an 
Ornithological  bias  - it  is  being  able  to  find  a rare  bird  which  has  drifted  off 
course,  and  decided  to  call  in  at  one  of  the  famous  Reserves.  Fortunately  for  such  a 
rarity,  an  around  the  clock  watch  will  be  provided  by  the  local  warden  and  his 
assistants.  This  surveillance  is  particularly  necessary  during  the  breeding  season 
when  egg  collectors  are  also  hoping  to  get  their  tick  on  the  thieves  market . 

To  the  Botanist,  his  greatest  delight  is  the  ability  to  identify  a plant 
hitherto  unknown,  and  be  rewarded  by  being  able  to  add  another  flower  to  the  vast 
flora  already  discovered.  It  is  sometimes  necessary  to  protect  these  rare  species 
from  other  persons,  who  in  their  ignorance  want  to  pick  this  pretty  flower  and  take 
it  home  to  Aunty  Mary,  or  worse  still,  dig  it  up  and  plant  it  in  their  garden. 

There  are  Naturalists  interested  in  fungi  and  their  allied  companions.  Here 
again  many  are  rare  and  therefore  should  not  be  removed.  If  they  are,  the  hopes  of 
them  increasing  another  year  may  be  lessened. 

Yet  another  group  of  Naturalists  are  the  Bugs,  Butterflies  and  Bees  brigade. 
Their  knowledge  ranges  over  an  extremely  wide  area,  from  the  common  housefly  to  an 
obscure  moth  which  may  still  be  alive  on  a proposed  bypass. 

The  Mammals  of  the  Countryside  are  a great  delight  to  the  Naturalist.  The 
beautiful  little  harvest  mouse  who  quietly  goes  about  his  daily  life,  and  can  at 
times  scare  the  unprepared,  to  the  Otters  and  Badgers  which  precariously  try  to 
maintain  their  existence  in  an  all  too  chemical  world. 

Some  Naturalists  find  the  larger  flora  more  interesting  and  enjoy  the  beautiful 
trees  and  forests.  The  first  buds  and  catkins  make  one  aware  of  the  stirrings  of  new 
life,  and  the  bursting  of  their  fresh  green  leaves  announces  the  arrival  of  Spring. 
The  beauty  of  their  autumnal  glory  is  heralded  by  the  dramatic  changes  from  gold 
through  to  deep  russet  red. 


As  a Naturalist  one  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  dark  days  of  Winter.  To  some  it 
is  a time  of  repose,  when  all  seems  to  be  dead,  but  on  a closer  look  there  is  beauty. 
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Go  out  on  a frosty  morning  and  look  at  the  trees  and  see  the  magical  stars  and  ice 
patterns  which  glisten  in  the  wintry  sun. 

From  these  observations  one  can  see  there  are  many  facets  to  being  a Naturalist. 
Many  are  not  specialists,  but  are  described  as  "amateur",  and  take  delight  when  the 
first  swallow  returns  to  his  garden,  when  ones  own  blue  tits  finally  leave  the  nest 
box.  The  Blackbird  who  normally  is  rather  scared  of  humans  during  the  year,  suddenly 
realises  that  the  gardener  working,  can  be  the  provider  of  a juicy  worm. 

The  Naturalist  delights  in  seeing  hedgerows  of  Cow  Parsley  and  Red  Campion,  as 
well  as  the  beautiful  Bee  Orchid,  one  of  our  rarer  plants.  The  Butterfly  busily 
flitting  from  plant  to  plant  in  the  garden,  mating  and  laying  her  eggs  in  order  to 
reproduce  itself  before  all  too  soon  she  will  die.  One  must  not  forget  the  scavengers 
who  so  expertly  keep  the  countryside  clean. 

To  sum  up  'What  is  a Naturalist'? 


Happily  the  days  are  gone  when  it  was  necessary  to  capture  or  uproot  specimens 
for  identification.  All  that  is  needed  now  is  a note  book  a camera  and  slide  film  at 
the  ready  to  record  a flower  bird  or  bee. 

The  only  qualification  required  of  the  Naturalist  is  to  have  an  enquiring  mind, 
general  interest  in  his  chosen  speciality,  a willingness  to  share  his  enthusiasm  with 
his  fellow  beings,  and  to  foster  an  interest  in  those  people  who,  until  now  have  not 
experienced  the  wonder  of  Nature. 


And  finally  the  Naturalist  is  the  person  who, 
stand  and  stare". 


in  the  poets  words  finds  "Time  to 
Mary  J Dorling. 


NEW  BUCKENHAM  COMMON 

25th  May  1988 

Eighteen  members  visited  New  Buckenham  on  a somewhat  overcast  evening  to  view 
the  marvellous  display  of  Green  Winged  Orchids  Orchis  morio.  Those  of  us  who  were  on 
the  previous  excursion  several  years  ago  were  all  agreed  that  there  were  f ar  more 
plants  than  on  that  occasion.  They  now  extend  to  almost  every  part  of  the  common  we 
visited,  with  a number  of  spikes  close  to  the  back  road  from  the  village  towards 
Spooner  Row.  The  number  of  colour  variants  was  remarked  upon  by  all,  with  flowers 
ranging  from  deep  magenta  through  paler  purples,  to  delicate  salmon  pink,  with  one  or 
two  spikes  being  pure  white.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  particular  reason  for 
this,  as  the  colour  range  varies  within  a single  group  covering  an  area  of  no  more 
than  a square  yard.  One  or  two  large  clumps  of  Bugle  Ajuga  reptans  and  Meadow 
Saxifrage  Saxifrage  granulata  provided  colour  contrasts  in  blue  and  white  with 
yellow  added  for  good  measure  by  the  newly  opened  heads  of  Meadow  Buttercup 
Ranunculus  acris  Greater  Yellow  Cress  Rorippa  amphibia  was  just  in  flower  by  the 
Mere  in  which  we  found  quantities  of  Curly  Pondweed  Potamogeton  crispus  and  one  of 
the  grass  leaved  species,  best  told  at  fruiting  time.  The  only  bird  life  on  the  Mere 
was  a duck  with  13  well  grown  young  and  ascribed  by  one  member  to  the  species  "Soup 
Duck"  - certainly  they  were  of  very  mixed  parentage ! Several  pairs  of  Reed  Bunting 
were  met  with,  and  at  least  two  showed  signs  of  anxiety  near  certain  parts  of  the 
Common,  where  no  doubt  they  had  their  nests.  Before  we  left,  several  parties  of  up  to 
twenty  Starlings  had  dropped  down  into  the  thorn  thickets  for  their  night's  roost, 
being  family  parties  already  out  of  their  nests. 

Sleeping  Green  Veined  White  and  Orange  Tip  Butterflies  were  the  only  insects  to 
come  particularly  to  notice,  other  than  water  beetles  etc  in  the  Mere. 


Alec  Bull. 
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DEVIL'S  PUNCHBOWL 

22nd  May  1988 

About  35  members  attended  a most  enjoyable  meeting  which  had  something  for 
everyone,  no  matter  what  their  interests.  For  those  interested  in  birds,  there  was  a 
pair  of  Little  Grebes  with  chicks  on  the  'Bowl'  itself,  the  waters  of  which  were  much 
deeper  than  they  have  been  for  many  years,  as  are  all  the  Breckland  Meres  at  present. 
Here  too  were  Coots  and  Moorhens,  whilst  in  the  surrounding  bushes,  three  or  four 
Garden  Warblers  were  numbered  amongst  the  songsters,  but  only  one  Blackcap.  Further 
afield  during  our  afternoon  walk,  a Tree  Pipit  was  heard  singing  and  seen  doing  its 
parachute  like  display  flight. 

Flowering  plants  were  rather  laggardly,  though  a number  of  species  were  seen 
which  will  be  flowering  in  a week  or  twos  time,  including  Kidney  Vetch,  Narrow  Leaved 
Everlasting  Pea,  a local  speciality,  and  Musk  Mallow. 

Members  also  commented  on  the  apparent  recent  spread  of  Stinging  Nettles  through 
parts  of  the  forest,  and  it  was  felt  that  this  process  is  probably  hastened  in  areas 
where  the  foresters  have  to  disturb  the  surface  after  clear  felling  by  bulldozing  the 
stumps  into  rows.  Back  at  the  water's  edge,  where  a wide  fringe  of  bushes  has  been 
inundated,  it  was  noticed  that  Elder  in  the  flood  have  recently  started  to  wilt,  and 
doubtless  other  shrubs  not  used  to  having  their  feet  in  water  will  follow  suit. 

Herpetologists  had  much  of  interest  round  the  waters  edge,  with  the  discovery  by 
some  young  visitors  of  adult  and  young  Grass  Snakes,  one  of  them  bringing  the  adult 
to  our  Chairman  and  asking  him  if  it  was  poisonous!.  Regrettably,  later  general 
public  visitors  who  also  came  across  the  adult,  (rather  a naive  reptile  apparently 
to  stay  around  all  day) , were  not  so  gentle  with  it  from  reports  I received  from 
other  members.  Here  too  were  masses  of  tadpoles,  though  whether  they  were  Frogpoles 
or  Toadpoles  was  not  determined. 

A number  of  molluscs  were  encountered  including  a large  Ramshorn  Snail  in  the 
water,  various  Banded  Snails  and  one  or  two  specimens  of  a Hairy  Snail.  Yes,  for  the 
uninitiated,  there  are  species  which  have  hairy  shells.  There  are  several  species, 
but  only  one  is  found  in  East  Anglia,  the  Hairy  Snail  Hygromia  hispida. 

Following  the  mild  winter,  it  seemed  that  trees  were  affected  by  every  plague 
under  the  sun,  with  many  and  diverse  caterpillars,  and  with  galls  sprouting  out  in 
all  directions.  Two  different  species  were  noticed  by  just  casually  glancing  at  some 
leaves  of  the  Large  Leaved  Lime  Tilia  platyphyllos  a specimen  of  which  was  found.  A 
close  study  of  the  Oak  trees  present  provided  an  almost  bewildering  array  of  gall 
species. 

The  morning  walk  brought  us  sightings  of  many  Speckled  Wood  butterflies,  but 
during  the  afternoon,  a very  good  list  was  obtained,  including  Brimstone  (One  sharp 
eyed  member  also  found  the  single  egg  of  this  butterfly  on  the  leaf  of  a Buckthorn 
bush)  Orange  Tip,  Small  Copper  and  Green  Hairstreak  were  also  seen,  the  latter 
associated  with  the  blaze  of  Golden  Broom  filling  a clearing  which  had  been  replanted 
with  Pine. 

Before  space  runs  out,  I must  mention  that,  eagle  eyed  as  ever,  Ernest  Daniels 
brought  me  a floating  Liverwort  from  the  water's  edge  which  looked  very  similar  to 
the  Gibbous  Duckweed  which  was  also  present,  and  later  rang  me  up  to  tell  me  that  it 
was  Ricciocarpus  natans  which  was  recorded  here  many  years  ago,  when  the  water  level 
was  much  lower. 


Alec  Bull. 
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DEAR  EDITOR 

Having  read  the  Research  Committee  report  through  several  times,  I would  like  to 
point  out  that  the  whole  point  appears  to  have  been  missed  as  to  the  original  purpose 
of  the  Roadside  Verge  Survey. 

This  was  initiated  in  1971  to  collect  information  on  verges  of  conservation 
importance  in  the  County,  as  had  been  done  in  almost  every  other  county  in  Britain. 
But  nowhere  better  than  by  our  immediate  neighbours  in  Suffolk.  There,  they  not  only 
have  the  information  on  the  important  verges,  they  have  them  marked  by  posts,  and 
they  liaise  not  only  with  the  Highway  Authority,  but  also  the  Parish  Council  and  the 
local  farmer  in  every  case.  The  result  is  some  120  protected  verges,  with  others 
being  marked  as  they  are  reported.  Another  point,  a survey  such  as  this  does  not 
'end'  at  a given  date,  it  should  be  on  going  for  as  long  as  there  may  still  be  a 
another  worthwhile  verge  to  find. 

In  about  1973,  we  did  get  as  far  as  having  a joint  meeting  at  County  Hall.  The 
"we"  being  Dr. R. Hornby,  then  with  the  N.C.C.  at  Bracondale,  Mr  Peter  Stevens,  at  that 
time  Director  of  the  Norfolk  Naturalist's  Trust  and  myself.  As  a start,  six  verges 
were  to  have  been  marked  that  following  winter,  and  at  least  two  were.  Alas,  the 

start  was  also  the  finish.  Peter  and  Dick  both  moved  away  to  other  posts.  The  Nature 

Conservancy  Council  local  officers  pulled  out  saying  that  this  was  a job  for  the  NNT 
and  ourselves.  The  NNT  sat  on  the  information  for  several  years,  until  questioned 
about  what  progress  was  being  made.  At  this  point,  they  returned  all  the  information 
to  me  saying  that  they  had  not  the  time  to  do  anything  about  it.  Why?  Didn't  they 

like  the  fact  that  the  idea  and  the  donkey  work  of  collecting  material  had  been  done 

by  somebody  else?  So  far  as  I know,  all  other  roadside  verge  schemes  are  run  by  the 
County  Trusts. 

Looked  at  with  hindsight,  I would  suggest  that  a scheme  such  as  this  ought  not 
to  be  made  a millstone  round  the  neck  of  the  Research  Committee,  whose  duties  are 
quite  rightly  organizing  surveys  such  as  those  projected  for  How  Hill  and  Wiveton 
Downs.  If  we  have  got  to  have  the  responsibility  for  protecting  the  county's  roadside 
verges,  then  a Conservation  sub  committee  should  be  set  up  to  deal  with  that,  and 
nothing  else. 

Alec  Bull. 

The  Research  Committee  Report.  I asked  Paul  Banham  if  he  would  write  a 
contribution  for  the  last  Natterjack  to  fill  in  the  remaining  space.  I told  Paul  just 
how  much  space  I had  to  the  line.  I think  Paul  did  an  excellent  job  considering  the 
handicap  I had  given  him.  also  considering  he  was  dropped  in  at  the  deep  end  when  he 
took  over  the  Research  Committee.  ( Colin  Dack  editor.) 

TO  EDITOR  NATTERJACK 

I am  seeking  assistance  from  divers  and  marine  biologists  on  the  sub-littoral 
Flora  and  Fauna  in  the  zone  adjacent  to  the  Heritage  Coast  (Holme  - Kelling) . I have 
been  in  contact  with  Dr.R.  Hamond  and  two  branches  of  local  sub-aqua  club,  as  well  as 
the  Nature  Conservancy  Council.  Can  NNNS  members  assist  with  species  information? 

Alan  Scowen. 


LONGHORN  BEETLE 

Whilst  hunting  for  insects  at  West  Harling  on  23th  June  1988,  I came  across  a 
distinctive  Longhorn  Beetle  on  Hogweed  Heracleum  sphondylum . The  body  was  about  15mm 
in  length  and  the  antennae  slightly  longer.  The  elytra  were  mottled  black  and  yellow. 
The  thorax  and  head  were  black  with  thick  longitudinal  lines  of  yellow  pubescence 
along  the  middle  and  sides.  It  had  grey  antennae  with  black  bands  and  the  legs  were 
also  grey.  I identified  the  beetle  as  Agapanthia  villosoviridescens  Da.G.  which  is 
characteristically  associated  with  Hogweed. 
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Joy  (1932)  in  'A  Practical  Handbook  of  British  Beetles'  says  that  this  species 
occurs  in  south  England  northwards  up  to  Lincolnshire,  but  is  very  rare. 

I would  be  interested  to  hear  from  anyone  who  has  information  concerning  the 
past  and  present  status  of  this  beetle  in  the  county.  (Paul  G.  Cardy,  Wheels,  Dodd's 
Road,  Attleborough,  Norfolk.  NR17  2HH). 

ANT  ASSOCIATION  WITH  COMMON  VETCH 

For  a number  of  years  I have  watched  with  interest  the  actions  of  certain  ants 
when  visiting  the  Common  Vetch  Vicia  sativa. 

The  Vetches  in  common  with  a number  of  other  plants  such  as  Impatiens  spp. 
Cherry,  Guelder-rose,  Passion  flower  and  some  of  the  Ferns  have  special  glands  called 
extrafloral  nectaries.  These  glands  at  times  secrete  nectar  when  the  sugar  concentra- 
tion in  the  phloem  tubes  reaches  a height  so  as  to  prevent  the  amino  acids  and 
hormones  from  doing  their  work  within  the  plant. 

Many  plants  have  these  glands  on  their  stalks,  but  in  the  Vetch  they  are 
situated  on  the  stipules  the  outgrowths  at  the  base  of  the  flower  on  the  stalk 
(petiole),  and  show  up  as  dark  spots. 

At  times  ants  can  be  seen  queueing  at  these  spots.  I have  seen  five  or  six  at 
one  nectary.  Two  species  of  ants  regularly  visit  the  sites  that  I watch  but  their 
actions  when  disturbed  are  quite  different.  When  I interrupt  them  with  a small  paint 
brush  the  Black  Lawn  Ants  Lasius  Niger  immediately  retire,  but  the  Common  Red  Ants 
Mgrmica  rubra  being  much  more  aggressive  turn  to  attack  as  if  protecting  their  nectar 
source. 

I am  grateful  to  Ken  Durrant  and  Reg  Evans  for  all  their  help  and  encouragement. 

Colin  Dack. 


ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION 

This  is  to  remind  members  that  their  subscription  were  due  on  the  1st  April. 
Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  :-  Norfolk  & Norwich  Naturalists*  Society. 

Annual  Subscription  Rates  are:  Junior  £3.00  Ordinary  £6.00 

Family  £7.50  Affiliation  £15.00 

D.A.  Dorling,  Honorary  Treasurer.  "St  Edmundsbury" , 6 New  Road,  Hethersett, 

Norwich.  NR 9 3HH. 

WARNING,  If  your  Subscription  has  lapsed  for  more  than  one  year  and  the  Hon 
Treasurer  has  not  received  your  subscription  by  the  1st  August  1988.  Your  name  will 
be  deleted  from  the  membership  roll.  ( Colin  Dack  Membership  Secretary  ). 

HONORARY  OFFICERS 

It  has  come  to  my  notice  that  some  members  are  under  the  impression  that  the 

officers  of  the  Society  receive  financial  benefit  from  the  Society's  funds. 

I can  assure  all  readers  that  the  Officers  of  the  Society  are  strictly  Honorary 
and  none  receives  any  form  of  gratuity  or  honorarium  in  respect  of  his  office.  They 
are  all  entitled  to  the  reimbursement  of  postal  and  other  expenses  incurred  on  the 
Society's  behalf,  but  one  of  my  problems,  as  Honorary  Treasurer,  is  to  persuade  them 
to  submit  regular  claims. 

I hope  this  assurance  will  put  to  rest  any  lingering  doubts  anyone  may  have 
concerning  the  proper  use  of  the  Society's  funds. 


D A Dorling  Honorary  Treasurer. 
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MEMBERSHIP  CATEGORISE 

Ordinary  membership  is  for  one  person  only.  Family  membership  is  for  husband  and 
wife  and  children  up  to  18  years  old.  Junior  membership  is  for  children  up  to  16 
years  old.  Affiliation  is  for  other  Societies  and  Clubs. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS 

The  Society  does  not  have  membership  cards.  I believe  the  members  making  the 
requests  could  be  getting  the  Society  confused  with  the  Trust.  The  Trust  does  have 
membership  card.  (Colin  Dack,  Membership  Secretary.) 

ALL  YOU  EVER  WANTED  TO  KNOW  ABOUT  THE  CRAG  BUT  WERE  AFRAID  TO  ASK 

An  introduction  to  the  crag  by  Philip  Cambridge,  this  an  adhoc  meeting  for  up  to 
ten  members  to  be  held  September  4th  or  11th.  If  you  are  interested  phone  Philip  on 
Norwich  54788. 

BRITISH  BIRDS  MAGAZINE 

Enclosed  with  this  issue  of  Natterjack  is  a leaflet  offering  a special  rate  of 
subscription  to  members  of  the  society  who  subscribe  to  the  monthly  magazine 
"British  Birds" 

This  much  respected  periodical  frequently  contains  articles  of  particular 
interest  to  anyone  with  a serious  interest  in  Norfolk  Birds,  for  example,  The 
breeding  of  the  Gadwell  was  dealt  with  in  the  February  issue.  A recent  development 
has  been  the  frequent  use  of  colour  plates. 

PETROL  / OIL  GIFT  VOUCHERS 

Would  members  who  are  saving  these  to  exchange  for  gifts,  for  the  Society  Social 
Evening  raffle  prizes,  please  give  them  to  myself  or  Rex  Haney  at  any  of  the  Society 
lectures  before  the  beginning  of  November.  Thank  you,  Colin  Dack. 

A 1st  FOR  NATTERJACK 

I have  now  purchased  an  Acorn  Archimedes  310  computer  with  "1st  Word  Plus"  word 
processor  software.  You  may  have  noticed  some  small  changes  in  this  Natterjack.  I 
can  now  put  Italic  in  mid  line  using  a daisywheel  printer.  This  has  been  my  ambition 
ever  since  I took  over  the  editorship  of  the  Natterjack.  With  1st  Word  Plus  I can 
have  spelling  checker  running  as  I type  the  material  in,  if  I type  in  a mispelled 
word  or  a word  that  is  not  in  its  dictionary  the  computer  makes  a bleep  noise,  (it 
sounds  like  an  Italian  driving  a car  round  Rome).  When  this  happens  I can  call  up 
the  spelling  menu  to  use  the  browse  option  where  it  displays  10  words  nearest  to  what 
I have  typed,  I can  then  go  forward  or  backward  though  the  dictionary  or  use  the 
guess  option.  I then  mark  the  word  and  use  the  replace  option.  I find  this  very  good 
as  I am  dyslexic  (word  blind).  I do  not  think  this  will  spoil  the  sport  of  looking  to 
find  my  mistakes,  some  members  have  told  me  it  would  take  some  of  the  fun  out  of 
reading  their  Natterjack,  if  they  could  not  find  a mistake  or  two. 

I believe  that  one  day  all  the  Society's  publications  will  be  mastered  on  a 
computer  in  very  much  the  same  way  as  I now  do  with  the  Natterjack.  As  in  time  99%  of 
all  publications  will  be  mastered  on  computer.  This  will  bring  the  availability  of 
getting  your  work  published  to  almost  everyone. 

There  is  a quotation  (The  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword)  I cannot  find  out  who 
it's  by,  Here  is  one  of  mine  ( The  Word  Processor  is  more  powerful  than  the 
bulldozer)  I would  like  this  to  become  true,  I think  all  naturalists  would. 

I now  have  to  save-up  to  purchase  data  base  software  so  I can  put  the 
membership  roll  on  the  Acorn  Archimedes. 

I would  welcome  any  suggestions  as  to  how  you  think  I can  improve  the  Natterjack. 

Colin  Dack. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  For  the  Next  Natterjack.  I must  have  all  contributions  for  the 
next  Natterjack  well  before  the  1st  October  1988,  so  that  the  information  about  the 
Society's  Social  Evening  can  be  with  you  in  good  time.  Contributions  to  Colin  Dack, 
12,  Shipdham  Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR  19  1JJ. 
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PROGRESS  AT  WHEATFEN 


Next  spring  we  can  look  forward  to  taking  one  of  the  most  exciting  nature 
walks  in  the  county,  a new  two  and  a half  mile  walk  at  Wheatfen.  It  is  already 
in  place  and  when  Phyllis  Ellis  took  Les  Peet  from  Guernsey  round  it  recently 
they  found  Swallowtail  caterpillars,  Adders  Tongue  ferns  and  two  new  stands  of 
Marsh  Pea.  But  it  is  very  wet  underfoot  now  and  vegetation  has  grown  so  that 
even  Phyllis  decribes  it  as  hard  going.  Look  forward  to  next  spring. 

Winter  work  at  Wheatfen  will  get  underway  nextweek  when  an  excavator  begins 
to  open  up  the  drainage  of  Old  Mill  Marsh  and  the  Smee  Loke.  This  free  exchange 
of  water  is  essential  to  maintain  the  fen  nature  of  the  reserve.  While 
the  excavator  is  there  he  will  be  taking  out  a small  pond  which  can  be  reached 
by  wheelchair.  A shelter,  to  be  erected  alongside  will  allow  the  disabled  to 
share  in  the  joys  of  Wheatfen. 

Work  has  started  on  the  carpark  and  plans  are  going  ahead  for  the  nature 
centre  which  will  provide  a meeting  room  and  shelter  for  naturalists  visiting 
the  reserve. 

All  this  has  only  been  possible  because  of  the  wonderful  support  the 
Wheatfen  Trust  has  been  getting  from  all  sides:  we  have  almost  600  Friends  and  a 
Wheatfen  Conservation  Group  has  been  started.  We  have  to  thank  the  conservation 
groups  who  have  worked  at  Wheatfen  this  year  and  the  MSC  teams  whohave  done  such 
excellent  work  for  us. 

Phyllis  Ellis  has  welcomed  school  groups  ranging  from  infants  to  GCSE 
projects,  over  a dozen  societies  and  countless  individuals  to  Wheatfen  during 
the  year  besides  speaking  at  meetings  and  appearing  on  Radio  Norfolk.  She  sees 
the  work  of  the  Trust  as  being  to  preserve  Wheatfen  and  to  allow  people  to  enjoy 
themselves  there. 

I We  understand  that  the  BBC  will  be  showing  John  Mountfords  long  awaited 
film  on  Ted  Ellis  and  Wheatfen  on  9 December.  An  Event  to  look  forward  to. 

K.B.C. 
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DENVER 

5th  June  1988 

This  was  a joint  meeting  with  the  Denver,  Fordham,  Roxham  and  Ryston 
Village  Trust.  The  Trust  members  were,  as  always,  the  perfect  hosts. 

Only  five  members  of  the  Society  ( Lil  & Reg  Evans,  Barbara  & Rex  Haney  & 
me  ) attended  this  meeting.  We  were  treated  like  V.I.P'S.  The  Trust  members  made 
a very  big  fuss  of  Reg  as  your  President  this  year,  which  he  obviously 
appreciated.  In  the  morning  we  had  a good  look  at  Whin  Common  from  which  good 
lists  were  made.  Bates  Wood  was  very  soggy  under  foot  so  we  did  not  do  so  much 
there . 

At  lunch  the  Trust  provided  us  with  cider.  They  should  not  do  things  like 
this  as  I could  get  used  to  this  so  very  easily! 

After  lunch  some  of  us  went  to  the  Old  Vicarage  to  see  the  Yellow  Figwort 
Scrophularia  vernal  is  growing  in  the  garden.  We  were  invited  in  to  this  very 
interesting  house  for  afternoon  tea  and  were  shown  the  original  deeds  in 
copperplate  handwriting.  ( If  only  the  members  writing  to  me  could  write  like 
this . ) 

This  was  a very  enjoyable  meeting.  Four  new  fungi  records  were  added  to  the 
Norfolk  list,  We  also  found  a fasciated  Spear  thistle.  Those  of  you  who  did  not 
attend  do  not  know  what  you  have  missed,  but  perhaps  I should  not  say  too  much 
as  if  too  many  had  turned  up  we  could  hardly  have  been  treated  so  well. 

Colin  Dack. 


LANDGUARD  COMMON 

3rd  July  1988 

Almost  four  years  to  the  day  since  our  last  visit  to  Languard  Common,  a 
small  party  met  at  this  splendid  site  to  be  shown  the  very  special  botanical 
treasures  by  Arthur  Copping  who  has  carefully  monitored  the  flora  for  many 
years.  Over  the  years  the  wild  area  has  been  encroached  upon  until  now  only  a 
fragment  remains,  this  remnant  now  seems  to  be  secure  under  the  control  of  the 
Suffolk  Trust.  The  increasing  disturbance  of  the  rest  is  a benefit  as  it  creates 
continual  open  habitats.  On  our  last  visit  there  was  just  one  plant  of  Sticky 
Samphire  Ditrichia  visiosa  a Mediterranean  species  in  its  only  British  locality, 
having  been  there  since  about  1976.  On  our  present  visit  we  were  able  to  see  how 
it  had  increased  - there  is  now  the  original  plus  a dozen  vigorous  seedlings. 
Henbane  which  luxurianted  in  1984  was,  except  for  one  depauperate  plant  on  the 
beach, (found  by  Colin  Dack),  entirely  absent.  Among  the  many  nice  things  Arthur 
pointed  out  to  us  were  an  abundance  of  Slender  Thistle  Carduus  tenuiflorus , now 
only  a rare  and  sporadic  casual  in  Norfolk,  Suffocated  Clover  Trifolium 
suffocatum,  the  rare  hybrid  cross  between  Oxford  Ragwort  Senecio  squal idus  and 
Sticky  Groundsel  Senecio  viscosus , the  Grass-leaved  Pea  Lathyrus  hissolia , White 
Ramping  fumitory  Fumitoria  capreolata  and  American  Winter-cress  Barbarca  verna. 
The  Small-flowered  Buttercup  Ranunculus  parviflorus  was  nearly  over  but  could 
still  be  seen.  Arthur  is  a grass  specialist,  he  was  able  to  take  us  to  the 
rarities  Meadow  Brome  Bromus  commutatus , Compact  Brome  Bromus  madritens is  and 
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Rough  Dog's-tail  Cynosurus  enhinatus . Tamarisk  Tamar ix  gallica  abounded  on  and 
near  the  Fort  and  the  masses  of  Sea-kale  Crambe  maritima  were  spectacular  on  the 
beach.  The  strong  wind  discouraged  insect  life  but  we  did  see  Cinnabar  and 
Narrow  - bordered  Five  - spot  Burnet  moths. 

E.T. Daniels. 

BACTON  WOODS 

21st  August  1988 

In  the  absence  of  Society  field  meetings  in  August,  twelve  members  arranged 
to  meet  at  the  Bacton  Woods  Picnic  Site. 

They  proved  to  be  most  enthusiastic  in  spite  of  the  dull  day,  and  their 
searches  were  rewarded.  Fifteen  kinds  of  galls,  eight  species  of  spider  and  many 
flowering  plants  were  seen.  Some  of  us  had  a glimpse  of  a slowworm  taking  cover, 
and  a common  shrew.  Much  interest  was  taken  in  sawfly  and  moth  larvae,  and  in  a 
number  of  dead  hoverflies  plagued  by  a fungus. 

Large  white  incrustations  on  a beech  trunk  were  examined  and  found  to  be 
due  to  scale  insects.  This  has,  unfortunately,  been  seen  previously  this  year. 

Fifty  two  fungi  were  recorded,  two  of  them  new  to  the  County  list. 

It  does  not  require  a large  attendance  to  make  a highly  successful  meeting. 
Originally  arranged  as  a fungus  foray,  there  was  much  of  interest  in  other 
aspects  of  natural  history.  There  usually  is! 


Reg  & Lil  Evans. 


CONSERVATION  OF  FUNGI 

It  would  take  many  "Natterjacks"  to  describe  the  life  cycle  of  fungi,  and 
the  way  in  which  it  differs  from  flowering  plants.  Well  meaning  people  sometimes 
question  us  concerning  the  taking  of  fungi  when  we  are  making  records. 

Several  hundred  species  can  be  identified  in  the  field  although  many  of 
these  would  require  picking  to  enable  details  to  be  seen  under  and  below  the 
cap . 


Hundreds  more  require  microscopical  examination  for  cystidia,  basidia, 
spore  size  and  ornamentation,  cap  tissue  cells  and  chemical  testing 
etc.  Photographs  can  often  be  useless  as  an  aid  to  identity. 

This  is  recognised  by  the  Nature  Conservancy,  the  Norfolk  Naturalists 
Trust,  the  National  Trust,  and  the  British  Myco logical  Society. 

There  are  some  reserves  where  protection  is  given,  the  species  being 
visually  identifiable.  Minimum  collections  of  others  are  taken  when  identity  is 
in  doubt.  The  rest  are  left  for  visual  appreciation  by  non-mycologists. 

Reg  & Lil  Evans. 

( Also  see  Natterjack  No  20  Feb  88  ) 
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CHRISTMAS  PRESENTS! 

Short  of  ideas  why  not  send  your  friends  a copy  of  the  1987  colour  BIRD  AND 
MAMMAL  REPORT  price  £3.00  plus  .30p  post  & packing  total  £3.30 
To  Mary  J Dorling  "St.  Edmundsbury" , 6 New  Road,  Hethersett,  Norwich.  NR9  3HH . 

SOCIAL  EVENING  : CATTON  VILLAGE  HALL  : SATURDAY  12th  NOVEMBER  : 7.30  P.M. 

From  the  comments  received  after  last  year's  party,  we  feel  that  the 
arrangements  were  agreeable  to  most  of  those  who  attended.  Therefore  we  propose 
to  repeat  the  format,  having  gained  from  the  experience. 

We  shall  hold  the  price  at  £2.50  per  ticket  and  these  will  be  on  sale  from 
now  on.  For  the  sake  of  comfort  numbers  will  have  to  be  limited  to  around  70  so 
it  will  be  a case  of  first  come,  first  served.  A phone  call  or  a note  in  the 
post  will  secure  a place  for  you,  and  we  shall  bring  along  tickets  to  meeting  in 
the  coming  weeks. 

If  anyone  would  like  to  provide  an  item  of  food,  please  phone  me.  The 
ingredients  will  be  paid  for,  so  please  hand  in  a bill  with  the  dish  prepared  on 
the  night.  I need  to  know  what  you  will  be  making  so  that  we  can  ensure  variety, 
its  nice  to  sample  members'  favourite  recipes. 

Please  book  your  place  for  the  festivities  as  soon  as  possible. 

BARBARA  HANCY,  124  FAKENHAM  ROAD,  TAVERHAM,  NORWICH  NR8  6QH  - NORWICH  860042 

FELBRIGG  Gt.  WOOD 

25th  September  1988 

About  24  members  attended  the  first  of  this  years  fungus  forays.  Over  70 
species  were  recorded.  The  most  notable  being  Hygrocybe  unguinosus , Sparassis 
crispa,  phaeolus  schweintzii  and  a discomycete  on  cow  dung  Coprobia  granulata. 

Mike  Woolner. 


CARRY  ON  COLLECTING 

Would  members  please  carry  on  collecting  the  petrol  / oil  gift  vouchers.  We 
have  decided  not  to  have  the  raffle  at  the  Society  Social  Evening,  But  to  have 
it  at  the  A.G.M.  instead  to  give  us  more  time  so  that  more  vouchers  can  be 
collected  to  give  us  a better  selection  of  prizes.  If  any  member  or  non  members 
would  like  to  donate  a prize  for  the  raffle  it  would  be  very  much  appreciated.  A 
bottle  of  Old  England  Ruby  wine  has  been  donated  by  a non  member. 

Colin  Dack 


CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  NEXT  NATTERJACK  should  be  sent  to  Colin  Dack,  12,  Shipdham 
Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ,  to  arrive  not  later  than  1st  January 
1989.  Contributions  sent  after  this  date  will  not  be  accepted  for  the  February 
Natterjack. 


s - 
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The  Quarterly  bulletin  of  the  Norfolk  & Norwich  Naturalists'  Society 

No. 24  February  1989 

************* 

ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

The  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING  of  the  Society  will  be  held  at  19.30  hours  on 
Wednesday  8th  March  1989  in  the  City  Library  Lecture  Theatre,  Norwich 


AGENDA 


1.  Apologies  for  absence. 

2.  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  General  Meeting.  (23rd  March  1988) 

3.  Matters  arising  from  the  minutes. 

4.  Presentation  of  Charirmans  Report. 

5.  Presentation  of  Treasurer  Report  and  the  Income  and  Expenditure 
Account  for  1988. 

6.  Presentation  of  the  Council  nomination  for  the  President  of  the 
Society  for  1989-90.  ( Mrs  A Brewster  ) 

7 . E. L. Swann  - Nomination  for  Honorary  Life  Membership. 


Eric  Swann  has  been  a member  of  the  Society  for  longer  than  most  of  us.  He 
is  a Vice  President,  a past  President,  and  is  joint  author  of  the  Flora  of 
Norfolk  which  appeared  in  1968,  and  it's  subsequent  supplement.  He  has  devoted 
the  whole  of  his  adult  life  to  the  study  of  both  the  higher  Flora  and  the  Mosses 
and  Liverworts  of  his  native  county,  even  refusing  promotion  in  his  banking 
career  so  that  these  studies  would  not  be  disturbed.  Though  he  has  never 
suffered  fools  gladly,  he  has  always  been  every  ready  to  help  genuine  would  be 
seekers  of  botanical  knowledge,  and  many  are  the  younger  botanists  who  would  be 
happy  to  acknowledge  that  fact.  Now  in  his  middle  eighties,  and  very  much 
confined  to  his  home  base  following  a slow  recovery  from  a broken  hip  two  years 
ago.  Council  felt  that  it  would  be  an  appropriate  gesture  to  make  him  an 
Honorary  Life  Member. 


8.  Presentation  of  Officers  and  Council. 

Council  offers  the  following  nominations, 
consented  to  serve. 

Chairman 

General  Secretary 
Assistant  Secretary 
Treasurer 


Alec  Bull.  Secretary. 

all  nominees  having 

Mrs  . A . Brewster 
A. L. Bull 
Mrs . J .Negal 
D.A.Dorling 
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Assistant  Treasurer 
Chairman,  Membership  Committee 
Secretary,  Membership  Committee 
Chairman,  Programme  Committee 
Secretary,  Programme  Committee 
Chairman,  Publications  Committee 
Secretary,  Publications  Committee 
Chairman,  Research  Committee 
Secretary,  Research  Committee 
Honorary  Auditor 

Elected  Council  Member  to  serve  for  one  year, 
Elected  Council  Members  to  serve  for  two  years, 


M. J.Woolner 
R. Haney 

C. R.Dack 
M.J.C.Ewles 
Mrs. C.W. Haines 
R. Jones 

Dr. A. G. Irwin 
P.R.Banham 
E. Cross 
J. E. Timbers 

Dr.R.Hamond  (Retiring  1990) 

D. M.Thain  Dr .G. Phillips 
R.E. Jones  (Retiring  1991) 
M.Carmicael  J. Dawson 

M .Hall  DR. A. R. Leech 


Elected  Council  Members  to  serve  for  three  years, 

(Retiring  1992) 

Any  other  nominations  may  be  received  from  members  for  any  of  the  above  posts 
other  than  Vice-presidents,  duly  proposed  and  seconded  and  with  the  nominees 
written  consent,  not  less  than  seven  clear  days  before  the  A.G.M.  to  (Gen.  Sec) 
9.  Any  other  business. 


Following  the  A.G.M. , "Through  the  Rockies  to  Carlsbad".  Illustrated  talk  by 
Mr. M. Smith. 


RAFFLE  ON  8th  MARCH  A.G.M. 

Prizes  so  far  for  the  raffle  on  the  night  of  the  A.G.M.  are  as  follows 

From:-  Norwich  Camera  Centre  Ltd.  20  White  Lion  Street,  Norwich.  NR2  1QB 
Telephone  (0603)  612537. 

A pair  of  Ranger  8 X 30  Binoculars 

From:-  Leisure  & Camping,  Upper  Goat  Lane,  Norwich. 

Telephone  (0603)  610987 
Swiss  Army  Knife. 

From:-  Monks  + Crane  (Tool  suppliers ), Unit  4,  Charles  Wood  Road, Rashs  Green 
Trading  Estate,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1SX 
Telephone  (0362)  694931  Telex:97277  FAX  0362  697204 
Gedore  7 peace  screwdriver  set. 

From:-  Eastern  Office  Equipment  (Dereham)  Wellington  Road,  Dereham,  Norfolk. 
NR1 9 2BP  Telephone  (0362)  694873  FAX  0362695423 
Parker  Jotter  stainless  steel  ball  pen. 

From:-  L.F.  Everett  & Son  (Printers)  41  Norwich  Street,  Dereham. 

(Printers  of  the  Natterjack) 

A Voucher  for  a box  of  headed  note  paper. 

From:-  Toftwood  Stores,  Toftwood,  Dereham. 

A bottle  of  Old  England  Ruby  Wine. 

From:-  Mike  and  Jean  Woolner  (Society  members). 

book  :-  Ted  Eales  Countrymans  Memoirs  (A  Warden's  life  on  Blakeney 
Point) . 
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From:-  Mike  and  Janet  Ewles  (Society  members)  Set  of  wine  glasses. 

From:-  The  Esso  Tokens  a Bush  Alarm  Clock  Radio. 

From:-  Ken  Durrant  (Society  member)  Record  of  Bird  Song, 

and  book  :-  All  Colour  Book  of  SEASHELLS. 

Would  members  please  carry  on  collecting  the  petrol  / oil  gift  vouchers. 
Vouchers  collected  from  now  on  will  be  used  to  exchange  for  prizes  for  the 
Society  Social  Evening  Raffle. 

Colin  Dack. 


INVITATION 


Society  members  are  invited  to  a field  meeting  at  Felthorpe  Woods.  Meet 
roadside  verge  TG  154167  by  gravel  pit  entrance.  On  Sunday  12th  March  1989  at 
ll.OOhrs.  The  Leaders  for  this  meeting  are  Reg  and  Lil  Evans. 

SATURDAY  6th  MAY  1989 


Will  members  kindly  refer  to  their  1989  Programme  and  note:- 
Saturday  6th  May  Excursion  to  Berney  Marshes. 

The  1989  Train  Timetables  now  being  to  hand  I am  able  to  give  the  further 
particulars  promised  as  follows, 

From  Brundall  Train  Leaves  10.30  am. 

Arrives  Berney  Arms  (Request  Stop)  at  10.52  am. 


We  will  be  met  by  Les  Street,  the  Warden,  who  assures  me  that  at  this 
particular  time  of  the  year  the  four  mile  walk  to  Gt.  Yarmouth  will  be 
pleasurable  to  the  botanical  and  ornithological  oriented  members  of  our  Society, 
and  given  the  good  fortune  of  fine  weather,  likewise  to  our  photographers  and 
others  with  varied  interests  who  attend  on  the  day. 

The  return  trains  times  from  Gt.  Yarmouth  to  Brundall  are  :- 
13.15pm.  14.15pm.  15.15pm.  15.47pm.  16.15pm.  17.10pm. 


There  are  of  course  later  trains  than  the  above  should  anyone  decide  to 
prolong  their  stay  in  Gt.  Yarmouth. 


Bob  Robinson. 


"C"  SITES 

Following  a recent  meeting  of  Council  attended  by  Mr.P.  Bennett-Lloyed  from 
the  department  of  Planning  and  Property  at  County  Hall,  I have  now  Received  a 
series  of  maps  indicating  the  exact  whereabouts  of  all  the  "C"  sites  revealed  by 
the  Norfolk  Naturalist's  Trust  Countywide  Survey  a few  years  ago. 

If  anyone  knows  of  areas  of  good  habitats  within  the  county  which  they 
think  could  have  been  missed  by  this  survey,  please  get  in  touch  with  me  to  see 
if  they  are  marked  on  the  maps  or  not.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  quite  a number  of 
worthwhile  sites  will  be  pinpointed  by  our  involvement,  as  the  list  of  sites  is 
very  much  used  by  the  County  and  district  authorities  when  considering  planning 


applications.  I have  not  had  time  to  go  through  all  the  areas  thoroughly  that  I 
know  myself,  but  a quick  glance  at  only  two  maps,  revealed  three  sites  which 
ought  to  be  down. 

Alec  Bull. 


GRIMES  GRAVES 

24th  July  1988 

We  found  that  all  the  young  Birch  had  been  cleared  from  this  site,  and 
being  sheep  grazed  it  was  an  open  area  where  most  of  the  plant  life  was  stunted, 
but  in  the  shelter  of  the  woods  was  of  normal  height.  Five  spot  Burnet  and 
Silver  Y moths  were  on  the  wing,  many  Longhorn  beetles  Strangalia  melanura  were 
found  mating  on  the  thistle  heads.  Speckled  Wood,  Essex  and  Small  Skipper 
butterflies  were  also  seen. 

After  lunch  we  visited  nearby  Emily's  Wood  where  we  found  the  undergrowth 
much  overgrown,  restricting  our  wanderings  to  the  outer  edges,  and  these  were 
cut  short  by  a violent  rain  storm. 

Ken  Durrant. 

NARFORD  HALL 

2nd  October  1988 

Members  spent  a very  pleasant  day  in  equally  pleasant  weather  in  the 
grounds  of  Narford  Hall.  On  arriving  we  were  welcomed  by  Cmdr.  Andrew  Fountaine 
who  told  us  the  history  of  the  estate  and  his  family's  connection  with  it.  We 
then  toured  the  southern  side  of  the  lake  which  contained  a large  number  of  duck 
in  variety,  Egyptian  and  Canada  Geese  and  a single  Flamingo.  Herons  were 
roosting  in  nearby  trees. 

Eight  species  of  butterflies  were  noted  during  the  day.  In  the  morning 
sunshine  Comma,  Brimstone  and  Speckled  Wood  were  frequently  seen,  as  were  many 
male  Vapourer  moths.  Amongst  the  reeds  at  the  lakeside  numerous  Cigar  galls 
caused  by  the  dipteron  Lipara  lucens  were  seen.  Here  too  were  found  a number  of 
Caddis  flies  Limnophilis  lunatus  - the  Cinnamon  Sedge  of  the  fly  fisherman. 

The  Het  bugs  Pantil  ius  tunicatus  were  fairly  common  on  the  Alders.  We 
returned  to  lunch  near  the  Hall  where  we  found  fourteen  Small  Tortoiseshell 
butterflies  on  two  Michaelmas  Daisies  competing  for  the  nectar  with  many  Drone 
Flies . 

The  Eucalyptus  trees  around  the  Hall  were  surrounded  by  large  growths  of 
Tree  Lupins  more  often  found  in  coastal  areas.  These  had  been  planted  to  supply 
nitrogen  to  the  soil  instead  of  using  artificial  means. 

After  lunch  we  crossed  the  bridge  over  the  stream  feeding  the  lake  to 
explore  the  northern  side  and  River  Nar.  The  stream  contained  a huge  growth  of 
Mares-tail  Hippuris  vulgaris . After  a while  the  access  was  restricted  by  being 
heavily  overgrown  and  we  returned  having  had  an  interesting  excursion  in  which 
fifty  two  species  of  Fungi  were  noted. 


Ken  Durrant. 
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A GLIMPSE  OF  THE  DEEP 

Earlier  this  year  I was  involved  with  projects  for  the  Norwegian  oil 
companies  inspecting  the  integrity  of  their  sub-sea  pipelines.  One  project  used 
an  ROV  (Remote  Operated  Vehicle)  to  survey  the  pipeline.  The  ROV  was  fitted  with 
three  video  cameras  positioned  above  and  to  each  side  of  the  pipe  to  enable  a 
simultaneous  view  of  any  particular  section.  This  particular  pipeline  was  200 
kilometres  long  and  crossed  the  Norwegian  Trench  to  come  ashore  south  of  Bergen. 
The  Trench  at  this  point  reaches  over  330  metres  (1000  feet).  Much  of  this  type 
of  inspection  is  routine  and  tedious,  however,  it  is  made  that  much  more 
interesting  by  the  marine  life  picked  up  by  the  cameras. 

In  the  trench  there  was  life,  not  just  tube  dwelling  worms  or  torpid 
tunicates  but  crustaceans  and  fish.  Shrimps,  and  prawns  were  very  common,  often 
attracted  to  the  ROV  lights.  These  in  turn  attracted  shoals  of  Saithe  (Coalie) 
Pollachius  virens  and  Cod  Gadus  morrhua.  On  the  seabed  flatfish,  rays.  Ling 
Molva  molva  and  Greater  Forkbeard  Phycis  blennioides  sped  off  ahead  of  the 
slowly  moving  machine. 

One  of  the  oddest  species  encountered  at  these  depths  was  the  red-hued 
Norway  Haddock  Sebastes  viviparus . It  resembled  a perch  but  was  very  slow  moving 
and  tended  to  stay  close  to  the  bottom.  Other  denizens  that  previously  were 
unknown  to  me  were  the  Rabbitfish  Chimaera  monstrosa , a small  fast  moving  ray- 
like fish  with  large  round  set  eyes  giving  it  a superficial  rabbit-like  head 
(without  ears!).  Instantly  recognisable,  however,  was  the  large  head  of  the 
Angler  Fish  Lophius  piscatorius  often  seen  lying  close  to  the  pipe.  Sometimes 
the  ROV  operator  would  slow  the  vehicle  and  pan  the  camera  onto  these  awesome 
fish.  The  dorsal  fin-ray  lure  clearly  seen  and  on  occasions  its  cavernous  mouth 
would  open  slightly  to  reveal  a wicked  set  of  inwardly  curved  teeth. 

Another  fish  that  could  rival  the  Angler  for  ugliness  was  the  Wolffish 
Anarhichas  lupus.  This  greyish-brown  catfish  often  lived  in  hollows  under  the 
pipe  where  it  laid  in  wait  for  its  prey.  Some  individuals  were  so  aggressive 
that  an  attack  on  a passing  ROV  was  not  beyond  them!  They  have  massive  bony 
heads  containing  powerful  jaws  and  strong  teeth  with  which  to  crush  crabs  and 
molluscs.  Other  species  noted  passing  were  a small  shark,  the  Spur  Dog  Sgualus 
acanthias  and  a female  Lumpsucker  Cyclopterus  lumpus. 

Crustaceans  observed  at  a 1000  feet  were  Dublin  Bay  Prawns  Nephrops 
norvegicus  perhaps  better  known  as  the  Norway  Lobster  or  Scampi,  the  Spider  Crab 
Maia  spuinado , the  Edible  Crab  Cancer  pagurus  and  most  surprisingly  of  all  a 
Lobster  Homarus  vulgaris . 

With  the  exception  of  the  Norway  Lobster  the  latter  species  were  not 
expected.  According  to  Brent  J.  Muus  and  Preben  Dahlstrom  (Collin's  Guide  to  the 
sea  Fishes  of  Britain  and  North  West  Europe)  the  Spider  Crab  was  well  north  of 
its  given  range  (English  Channel  to  the  Mediterranean)  . The  same  book  also 
stated  that  Edible  Crabs  were  found  at  depths  not  greater  than  50  metres  and 
Lobsters  no  greater  than  40  metres.  The  book  was  first  published  1964,  a year 
prior  to  the  advent  of  North  Sea  exploration,  therefore  the  authors  did  not  have 
the  advantages  of  our  present  day  technology.  Advances  to  our  deep  sea  knowledge 
must  be  daily  events  to  the  observant  as  colour  video  cameras  push  forever 
forward  recording  marine  life  in  situ.  Like  the  Lobster  walking  seaward 
alongside  the  pipeline  - an  extended  rock  outcrop?  - habitat  in  which  to  shelter 
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and  forage,  it  too  reaches  new  frontiers. 


Francis  Farrow 


HOCKERING  WOOD 

Sunday  30th  October  1988 

Fed  up  with  roasting  our  toes  in  front  of  the  fire  several  members  got 
together  for  an  afternoons  visit  to  Hockering  Wood.  The  afternoon  turned  out 
fine  and  dry  and  with  the  late  autumn  sunlight  glinting  through  trees  the  woods 
were  a peaceful  refuge.  With  the  help  of  Reg  and  Lil  Evans  66  species  of  fungi 
were  identified  and  recorded.  I have  listed  some  of  the  more  interesting  finds. 

Macrolepiota  konradii  single  specimen  of  this  uncommon  toadstool. 

Mycena  pelianthina  under  beech,  violet  edge  to  gills 

Rutstroemia  firma  yellow  / brown  1/2"  discs,  on  fallen  Oak  branches. 

Tremella  foliacea  uncommon  jelly  like  fungus. 

Crocibulum  vulgare  birds  nest  fungus. 

Mycena  aurantiomarginata  grey  cap  and  pretty  orange  gills,  rare  in  Norfolk, 
under  conifers. 

Janet  Ewles. 


LONGHORN  BEETLE 

In  the  August  issue  of  the  Natterjack  a query  was  raised  regarding  the 
status  of  Agapanthia  villosoviridescens,  a small  longhorn  beetle  with  a gigantic 
name.  This  beetle  is  frequently  found  on  flower  heads  on  roadside  verges  and 
damp  areas  throughout  the  county,  from  June  to  September.  It  usually  breeds  in 
the  stems  of  Thistles  and  can  be  confused  with  the  very  similar  Saperda  populnea 
which  has  five  small  pale  dots  running  down  each  elytron.  These  are  absent  on 
Agapanthia.  Saperda  is  not  so  common. 

Ken  Durrant. 


LIFT  REQUIRED 

A lady  member  living  in  Swaffham  requires  a lift  to  Society  meeting.  The 
lady  is  now  without  transport.  So  if  you  think  you  could  give  her  a lift  please 
contact  me  (Colin  Dack  Membership  Secretary  12,  Shipdham  Road,  Toftwood, 
Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ) . 


JEWS  EAR 

One  of  the  most  easily  recognised  fungus  is  Jews  Ear  Auricularia  auricla- 
judae  normally  found  on  Elder  branches.  It  has  also  been  recorded  in  Britain  on 
a variety  of  trees  and  shrubs  such  as  Beech,  Elm,  Sycamore,  Holly,  Ash,  Spindle 
and  Buddleia. 

A second  record  for  the  County  on  Willow  has  been  reported  by  Miss  R. 
Walby.  There  is  only  one  previously  from  Thompson  Common. 

We  have  also  a record  on  Laburnum  this  year.  We  are  always  interested  in 
unusual  hosts  for  this  fungus. 


Reg  and  Lil  Evans. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC  GROUP  MEETING 

Wednesday  23rd  November  1988 

. Once  again  Reg  Jones  showed  the  some  of  his  superb  slides.  He  explained  how 
he  went  about  taking  his  slides.  From  how  he  composes  the  subject  by  using  the 
rule  of  thirds,  using  imaginary  lines  diving  the  picture  into  three  equal 
sections,  horizontally  and  vertically.  If  you  compose  photographs  in  this  way  it 
is  usually  pleasing  and  well-balanced.  Focusing  of  the  subject  and  how  to  use 
the  depth-of-f ield  (depth-of-focus)  . Exposure  how  to  get  it  right  and  how  to 
adjust  the  exposure  to  get  a good  balance  between  the  the  bright  part  of  the 
subject  a white  flower  and  the  dark  leaves.  Also  using  flash  to  fill  in  the 
shadows  and  give  a good  balance  between  flash  and  daylight.  He  also  stressed  the 
importance  of  supporting  the  camera  using  a tripod  where  the  light  is  low,  also 
using  the  right  shutter  speed  for  the  lens  in  use  to  avoid  camera  shake. 

Reg  Jones  proves  the  fact  that  it  is  not  the  camera  but  the  photographer 
that  takes  a good  photograph.  Point  being  know  your  equipment,  subject  and  film, 
and  to  use  your  brain  to  think  out  the  photograph  before  you  take  it.  It  is  far 
better  to  take  one  very  good  photograph  than  any  number  of  mediocre  photographs. 

A very  enjoyable  and  instructive  evening,  I think  this  would  have  been  a 
very  good  lecture  for  the  hole  Society.  In  fact  if  Reg  could  be  persuaded  to 
give  this  lecture  I know  that  the  non-photographs  would  enjoy  this  as  much  as 
the  photographers. 

I believe  Reg  Jones  lecture  proves  the  best  all  round  camera  for  natural 
history  use  is  a single  lens  reflex  with  through  the  lens  metering,  the  manual 
type.  Not  the  all  singing  dancing  auto  focus,  auto  exposure,  automatic  film 
loading,  advance  and  rewinding  with  built  in  auto  flash. 

Colin  Dack. 


A FUNGUS  NEW  TO  NORFOLK 

A farmer  neighbour  planted  roughly  3 acres  of  trees  on  a piece  of  ground 
which  had  been  partly  waste  land  and  partly  arable,  in  about  1980.  By  1986, 
fungi  had  started  to  appear  which  have  associations  with  certain  of  the  tree 
species  planted.  E.G.  Lactarius  torminosus  under  birch. 

On  23th  Ooctober  1988,  I was  walking  through  the  area  looking  for  fungi 
when  I noticed  some  small  white  bracket  species  apparently  growing  on  moss. 
Specimens  were  collected  and  examined  under  a lens,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
the  species  concerned  was  a cup  fungus  rather  than  a bracket.  Comparison  with 
illustrations  in  Roger  Phillips  ' book  ' Mushrooms  ' indicated  that  Leptoglossum 
retigerm  was  probably  the  species  concerned,  so  specimens  were  taken  to  Mr.  R.E. 
Evans.  Mr  Evans  confirmed  the  identification  and  added  the  information  that  the 
species  had  not  been  recorded  in  Norfolk  before,  so  far  as  he  was  aware.  The 
moss  species  concerned  was  the  very  common  Brachgthec ium  rutabulum . 


CAR  STICKERS 


Rita  M Bull. 


The  Car  Sticker  included  in  this  issue  of  Natterjack  is  free  (part  of  your 
your  membership)  additional  stickers  will  be  available  for  purchase.  The  price 
is  50p  each  from,  Colin  Dack,  Membership  Secretary. 


8 


ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION 


This  is  to  remind  members  that  their  subscription  is  due  on  the  1st  April. 
Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  the  Norfolk  & Norwich  Naturalists'  Society. 


D.A.Dorling,  Honorary  Treasurer,  "St  Edmundsbury" , 6 New  Road. 
Heathersett,  Norwich.  NR9  3HH . 

WARNING,  If  your  subscription  has  lapsed  for  more  than  one  year  and  the  Hon 
Treasurer  has  not  recived  your  subscription  by  the  1st  August  1989.  Your  name 
will  be  deleted  from  the  membership  roll.  ( Colin  Dack,  Membership  Secretary  ) . 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  NEXT  NATTERJACK  should  be  sent  to  Colin  Dack,  12,  Shipdham 
Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ,  to  arrive  not  later  than  1st  April 
1989.  Contributions  sent  after  this  date  will  not  be  accepted  for  the  May 
Natterjack. 


It  was  a calm  cold  morning  when  we  visited  Belaugh  Broad,  the  Broad  which 
the  Broads  Authority  have  rescued  from  complete  overgrowth.  High  water  at 
Yarmouth  Bar  was  around  nine  which  meant  that  by  late  morning  the  fens  around 
the  broad  were  being  submerged  by  this  spring  tide.  Certainly  the  "mangrove 
swamps"  of  alders  were  well  submerged. 


The  very  gentle  breeze  had  drifted  a floating  scum  across  the  broad  and  our 
work-boat,  as  it  drifted  gently,  was  pushing  the  surface  film  ahead  of  it.  I 
took  a small  bottle  of  it  home. 

This  scum  was  exceptionally  rich  in  the  spores  of  microfungi.  These  have 
their  origin  on  the  dead  leaves  of  the  carrs.  Besides  the  common  hyphomycetes 
like  Alatospora  acuminata  there  were  spores  of  fungi  first  illustrated  in  a 
paper  which  Ted  Ellis  wrote  with  Professor  C.  T.  Ingold  in  1952.  They  found  the 
spores  in  a walk  together  along  the  edge  of  the  wood  at  Wheatfen.  Those  present 
in  Belaugh  Broad  were  Tetracladium  maxilliforme,  Tetracladium  setigerum  and 
Lateramulosa  uni- in f lata. 

There  were  a number  of  Dematiaceous  Hyphomycetes  present  of  which  I was 
able  to  identify  Diplocladiella  scalaroides . These  dematiaceous  hyphomycetes 
were  dealt  with  in  two  fine  monographs  from  the  Commonwealth  Mycological 
Institute  at  Kew  which  were  written  by  Ted's  brother  Martin  when  he  was  there. 

So  in  the  tiny  tube  of  wind-drifted  scum  I found  links  with  two  different 
members  of  the  gifted  Ellis  family. 


Annual  Subscription  Rates  are 


Junior  £3.00 
Family  £7.50 


Ordinary  £6.00 
Affiliation  £15.00 


A STRANGE  LINK  WITH  THE  ELLISES 


K.B.  Clarke 
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Wednesday 

6th  Sept 

" Flowering  Cacti  " 

Ken  Durrant 

Thursday 

5th  Oct 

" Insect  Photography  " 

Ivan  West 

Thursday 

2nd  Nov 

" British  Wild  Orchids" 

John  Oxen ford 

Friday 

8th  Dec 

" Western  Australia  " 

Philip  Cambridge 

Wednesday 

3rd  Jan 

" California  to  Colorado  " 

Max  Smith 

Monday 

5th  Feb 

" Facets  of  East  Africa  " 

Betty  Griffin 

Wednesday 

7th  Mar 

" Anglesey  " 

Alec  Bull 

Monday 

2nd  April 

" A Threesome  Entertain  " 

Messrs  Ewles 
Hardie 
& Wilson 

The  above  meetings  will. be  held  throughout  the  year  in  the  Sir  Edmund  Bacon 
Room  at  the  Assembly  House  and  are  scheduled  to  commence  at  7.30pm. 

Lecturers  are  requested  to  arrange  their  talks  to  end  at  approximately 
9.  pm.  with  a view  to  allowing  members  of  the  audience  to  ask  questions, 
photographic  or  naturewise,  relevant  to  the  lecture.  The  following  20  to  30 
minutes  remaining  to  be  devoted  to  the  showing  of  members'  slides  ( a maximum  of 
six  or  so  please  ) brought  along  for  identification  of  species,  or  for  general 
comment,  as  appropriate. 


Bob  Robinson. 
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AN  INTERESTING  HEDGE 


From  my  kitchen  window  I can  look  out  onto  what  remains  of  an  old  field 
hedge  here  in  my  garden.  This  twenty  five  metre  length  is  an  ugly  sight  to  many 
people  and  one  which  should  have  been  removed  many  years  ago. 

Violets,  Snowdrops,  Daffodils  and  a few  shrubs  have  been  planted  and  with 
the  spring  flowers  now  dying  off  the  wild  ones  take  over.  White  Dead  Nettle, 
Stinging  Nettle,  Cow  Parsley,  Common  Mallow,  Goosegrass,  Ground  Ivy,  Wild  Arum 
and  others,  topped  by  Hawthorn,  Holly,  Oak  and  dead  Elm  stumps.  All  very  common 
plants  but  with  an  amazing  amount  of  wildlife.  Seven  spot  ladybirds  are  abundant 
this  year,  the  Mallow  already  has  pin  holes  and  galls  on  the  leaves.  The  whole 
bank  is  covered  with  various  spiders,  weevils,  and  when  warm  enough,  bees.  Later 
there  will  be  an  abundance  of  hoverflies  and  grasshoppers.  A large  log  was 
placed  here  some  time  ago  and  the  local  school  children  have  been  observing  the 
life  underneath  it  since  February  1986.  Large  numbers  of  woodlice,  slugs  and 
snails  and  a few  centipedes  are  always  found  under  this  log  which  is  rapidly 
decaying.  The  occasional  toad  is  also  seen.  The  children  have  been  able  to 
compare  the  life  here  with  similar  logs  of  wood  elsewhere  in  my  garden  ( one  on 
concrete  and  one  on  gravel  ) . 

On  the  old  Elm  stump,  now  covered  in  Ivy,  grows  the  Dryad's  Saddle  and 
Oyster  Fungus.  The  flowers  of  the  male  Holly  are  now  showing.  This  tree  has  now 
been  overshadowed  by  the  Oak  growing  next  to  it.  The  hedge  is  used  extensively 
by  birds  both  for  food  and  nesting. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  be  able  to  walk  just  outside  my  door  and  to  be  able  to 
gaze  at  these  wild  plants  and  the  life  they  attract  - to  identify  the  butterfly 
that  has  just  alighted  and  to  watch  the  birds ' without  needing  binoculars. 

Anne  Brewster. 


FELTHORPE  WOODS 

12th  March  1989 

This  meeting  was  announced  in  the  Natterjack  as  an  addition  to  those  listed 
in  the  programme. 

About  20  members  took  part  in  this  foray  and  57  species  of  fungi  were 
found.  Although  many  of  these  were  small,  7 kinds  of  Toadstool  appeared  in  the 
final  list,  including  Pluteus  lutescens  with  pink  gills  a brown  cap  and  a yellow 
stipe . 

A good  number  of  resupinate  fungi  were  found  and  we  were  pleased  to  see  a 
nice  specimen  of  Steccher inum  ochracevm  . We  have  only  a few  previous  records  of 
this  in  the  County  ( collected  by  Mr  & Mrs  Tebbit  ) . It  has  buff  to  ochre  teeth 
instead  of  gills  or  pores. 


Reg  Evans . 
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NATURALISTS  ON  HOLIDAY 

Nowadays  holidays  abroad  are  extremely  popular,  charter  flights  and  various 
'packages'  having  opened  up  almost  limitless  possibilities.  Overseas  expeditions 
arranged  for  naturalists  by  commercial  companies  and  other  bodies  are  available 
in  abundance  and  their  effects  are  very  evident.  Twenty  five  years  ago,  around 
Easter  in  Puerto  Pollensa,  Majorca,  one  felt  rather  conspicuous  carrying  a pair 
of  binoculars.  Today  at  the  same  time  of  the  year,  the  place  is  awash  with 
telescopes  and  other  expensive  equipment  associated  with  bird  watching.  The  mere 
whisper  of  the  presence  of  a rarity  on  the  island  results  in  the  assembly 
shortly  after  dawn,  of  a crowd  at  the  rumoured  site,  formerly  remote  and  almost 
unknown . 

Many  people  enjoy  joining  an  organised  group  with  one  or  more  leaders.  By 
doing  so  they  feel  they  will  visit  the  right  places  and  see  the  most  things. 
Obviously  there  is  some  truth  in  this.  At  the  same  time,  there  are 
disadvantages.  First,  many  expeditions  have  mixed  objectives.  They  may,  be 
advertised  as  being  for  Birds  and  Flowers  and  the  keen  ornithologists  may  be 
disappointed  when  in  their  opinions,  too  much  time  is  devoted  to  flowers  and 
vice  vera.  Other  tours  may  be  for  Sites  and  Flowers  and  the  botanists  are 
devastated  when  they  arrive  at  an  archaeological  site  and  find  that  the 
custodian  has  sprayed  the  terrain  to  prevent  the  flower  obscuring  the  ruins,  a 
practice  all  too  common  in  Greece.  When  keen  photographers  are  members  of  a 
general  natural  history  group  they  are.  apt  to  feel  frustrated.  Few  people 
appreciate  that  time  is  needed  to  take  worthwhile  pictures  and  a party  of  eager 
naturalists  may  not  wish  to  wait  around  for  half  an  hour  until  the  light  is 
satisfactory  for  photographing  some  rare  specimen. 

Another  point  to  be  noted  is  that  organised  tours  generally  take  in  what 
are  usually  accepted  as  classic  sites.  Unfortunately  many  sites  have  been 
regarded  as  such  for  a1  very  long  time  and  consequently  they  often  show  signs  of 
exploitation.  It  does  nothing  for  the  feeling  of  pleasurable  anticipation  to 
arrive  at  such  a place  and  find  there  are  already  two  coach-loads  of  people 
ranging  the  ground  which  has  been  subjected  to  similar  daily  visitations  for 
some  time. 

The  alternative  to  joining  a party  is  to  travel  individually  or  with  one  or 
two  kindred  spirits.  It  is,  of  course,  necessary  to  have  a plan  of  campaign 
which  will  be  based  on  preliminary  reading  of  the  available  literature,  marking 
with  a large  - scale  map,  marking  the  areas  which  are  possibly  worthy  of 
exploration.  For  example,  Polunin's  'Flowers  of  Greece  and  the  Balkans'  has 
excellent  chapters  on  plant  - hunting  regions  in  that  part  of  the  world.  His 
book  'Flowers  of  South  West  Europe'  is  similarly  helpful  for  Spain  and  Portugal. 
A feature  of  the  last  twenty  years  is  the  enormous  increase  in  the  amount  of 
literature  available  for  such  study. 

Proceedings  in  this  way  it  is  possible  to  develop  a feeling  about  an  area 
and  draw  up  a provisional  programme  for  a visit.  With  a plan  in  mind,  it  is  then 
necessary  to  book  a suitable  'package'  which  can  be  based  on  one  centre  or  two 
or  three.  Another  option  is  to  'fly-drive'  staying  in  different  places  each 
night.  Whatever  the  type  of  accommodation  it  is  essential  to  have  transport, 
which  normally  means  hiring  a car.  Such  an  arrangement  allows  for  almost 
complete  flexibility  and  usuadly  is  appreciably  cheaper  than  joining  an 
organised  tour.  There  is  the  added  advantage  that  it  is  possible  to  really 
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explore,  often  with  rewarding  results. 

THE  SOCIETY  IN  THE  YEAR  2010 


Reg  Jones. 


I believe  the  main  difference  in  the  way  the  Society  is  run  by  the  year 
2010  will  be  in  the  use  of  computers.  By  then  most,  if  not  all,  members  will  own 
a computer  of  FAX.  Members  will  not  receive  their  mail  by  post  (letter),  but  by 
the  telephone  lines  from  computer  to  computer  or  FAX  (electronic  mail) . The  way 
this  works  is  to  connect  computers  to  the  telephone  lines  by  way  of  a device 
called  a modem. 

The  sender  will  collect  all  the  items  submitted  to  the  Natterjack, 
Transactions,  or  Norfolk  Bird  & Mammal  Report.  Most  of  the  items  will  have  been 
submitted  to  the  editors  by  electronic  mail. 

The  mailing  will  take  place  at  night  when  the  telephone  lines  are  least  in 
use.  This  will  be  a low  charge  time  from  12  midnight  to  6 in  the  morning.  The 
computers  will  be  always  switched  on,  they  will  use  very  little  electricity  in  a 
standby  mode. 

So  when  all  the- mall  is  ready  the  Secretary  or  Membership  Secretary  or  who 
ever  looks  after  the  mail  then,  will  load  the  mail  into  the  computers  memory.  A 
programme  (a  list  of  instructions)  will  then  be  loaded  with  the  Data  Base  file 
(list  of  members)  with  telephone  numbers  and  addresses  also  a code  which  the 
members'  computers  will  recognise  and  so  accept  the  mail.  The  sending  computer 
will  dial  each  members  computer  in  turn,  if  it  cannot  connect  with  the  members 
computer  at  that  time  it  will  make  a file  (list)  to  try  later.  When  the  computer 
makes  a connection  what  is  called  a handshake  will  take  place  between  the  two 
computers.  Then  the  mail  will  be  transmitted  at  the  speed  of  light  from  one  to 
the  other. 


The  members  computer  will  hold  the  mail  in  its  memory  or  store  it  on  a 
floppy  disk.  Not  only  will  members  have  the  Society  mail  but  will  also  be  told 
if  their  subscription  is  still  outstanding  (is  yours?) . 

This  is  not  some  pie  in  the  sky  idea  of  mine,  it  is  happening  today.  As  the 
cost  of  paper  rises  through  the  demand  for  wood  when  all  the  rain  forests  have 
been  destroyed.  Mailing  a letter  will  become  very  costly  with  fewer  letters 
being  sent.  Electronic  mail  will  become  the  norm.  The  membership  then  will  think 
us  very  old  fashioned. 


to, 


If  you  had  sent  in  the  very  interesting  item  which  you  did  not  get  round 
I would  not  have  be  able  to  put  this  in! 


NESTBOXING  FOR  RAINFORESTS 


Colin  Dack. 


8th  - 9th  July  1989 


The  Norfolk  Young  Naturalists  and  the  West  Norfolk  Conservation  Volunteers 
are  holding  another  nest-box  build  in  aid  of  rainforest  conservation  this 
summer.  Boxes  are  for  sale  ( £3.95  each  for  small  bird  and  bat  boxes,  a wide 
range  of  other  types  available  ) or  can  be  sponsored.  In  the  Sponsorship  scheme, 
we  make  Barn  Owl  and  Bat  boxes,  which  will  be  given  to  the  Hawk  Trust  Barn  Owl 
Conservation  Network  and  the  Norfolk  Bat  Group  respectively.  These  boxes  will  be 
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put  up  in  Norfolk  in  sites  where  they  are  needed.  Sponsors  receive  an  invitation 
to  a bat  box  inspection  ( and  possibly  to  a Barn  Owl  watch  ) , as  well  as  details 
of  what  uses  the  boxes  over  18  months  and  information  about  the  rainforest 
projects  the  money  raised  goes  to.  Minimum  sponsorship  fee  is  £3.75  ( £2.75 
unwaged  ) . 


Offers  of  sponsorship,  orders  for  boxes  or  enguiries  to  Edward  Cross,  Abbey 
Farm,  Flitcham,  King's  Lynn,  PE31  6BT  ( Hillington  600227  ).  130  boxes  were  made 
in  last  years  event  raising  £510  - thanks  to  all  NNNS  members  who  supported 
this. 


PENSTHORPE 


Edward  Cross. 


30th  April  1989 

Members  who  missed  the  excursion  on  30th  April  should  treat  themselves  to  a 
day's  outing  to  Pensthorpe  Waterfowl  Park  and  Nature  Reserve.  The  whole  reserve 
covers  about  200  acres  on  either  side  of  the  river  Wensum  near  Fakenham.  In  the 
1970s,  over  one  million  tons  of  gravel  were  extracted,  creating  5 lakes.  South 
of  these  are  wet  grazing  meadows  bordering  the  river,  alder  carr  woodland  fed  by 
springs  rising  from  the  chalk,  and  a section  of  disused  railway  line.  The  park 
was  opened  in  July  1988  by  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  and  aims  to  protect  waterfowl, 
and  wetland  habitats  and  to  encourage  public  appreciation  of  their  importance. 

David  North,  the  Education  Officer,  kindly  offered  to  give  us  a quick 
conducted  tour  in  the  morning,  before  returning  home  for  his  breakfast  - he  had 
arrived  at  4 a.m.  to  lead  a dawn  chorus  walk.  After  lunch,  most  of  us  returned 
for  a more  detailed  look.  A wader  aviary  gave  close  views  of  Avocet,  Ruff,  Bar- 
tailed Godwit,  Redshank,  Black-winged  Stilt  and  Teal,  While  other  aviaries 
contained  waterfowl  from  other  parts  of  the  world,  such  as  South  American 
Torrent  Ducks,  and  the-  curious  Australian  Musk  Duck  with  it  black  throat  wattle 
and  legs  set  so  far  back  on  its  body  it  is  unable  to  walk  on  land. 

The  lakes  support  captive  populations  of  many  species,  including  Eider, 
King  Eider,  Barnacle  Geese,  Pintail,  Shoveler,  Red-Crested  Pochard,  Mandarin 
Ducks  and  Barrow's  Goldeneye.  Wild  birds  are  also  attracted,  we  saw  Great 
Crested  Grebe,  Tufted  Duck,  Coot,  Moorhen  and  Mallard.  Many  migrants  over-winter 
here,  especially  Wigeon  and  Goldeneye.  The  birds  were  in  full  breeding  plumage, 
we  were  able  to  watch  several  courtship  displays.  A pair  of  Great  Crested  Grebes 
were  observed  playing  with  a fish  too  large  for  them  to  swallow.  They  repeatedly 
dropped  it,  dived  after  it  and  resurfaced  with  it. 


It  was  a little  too  early  for  flowers  in  the  fen  meadows,  but  the  disused 
railway  line  produced  early  Forget-me-not  Myostis  ramosissima , Viola  riviniana, 
and  a good  display  of  Ground  Ivy.  Marsh  Marigolds  were  still  in  bloom  in  the 
Alder  Carr,  along  with  Lady's  Smock  and  Primroses.  Chiff-Chaff,  Blackcap,  Willow 
Warbler  and  Cuckoo  were  heard,  and  St  Mark's  Flies  were  on  the  wing  everywhere. 

Many  people  may  not  approve  of  keeping  captive  birds  with  clipped  wings, 
even  in  such  an  ideal  habitat,  but  it  does  give  a unigue  opportunity  to  see 
birds  at  closer  quarters  than  would  be  possible  in  the  wild.  For  most  of  us,  it 
was  the  first  time  we  had  seen  a Ruff  displaying  to  a Reeve  (who  showed  not  the 
slightest  interest!),  or  noticed  the  beautiful  pale  blue  legs  of  the  Avocets, 
watched  a pair  of  Barrow's  Goldeneye  swimming  under  water,  or  seen  the  purple- 
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blue  irridescent  sheen  on  the  drake's  head:  Most  visitors  were  clearly  very 
interested  in  what  they  saw  at  Pensthorpe,  and  hopefully  this  will  do  much  to 
promote  conservation,  and  even  produce  a few  more  naturalists. 


NEW  PROGRAMME  COMMITTEE 


Carol  Haines. 


With  this  Natterjack  you  will  have  received  your  programme  of  lectures  and 
field  meeting  for  the  year  June  1989  to  May  1990.  I an  sure  you  will  wish  to 
join  me  in  thanking  Bob  Robinson  his  family  and  committee  for  producing  yet 
again  a fine  series  of  meetings. 

The  new  committee  will  be  starting  to  plan  the  following  years  programme 
within  the  next  few  months  we  would  welcome  your  comments  and  suggestions  for 
lectures,  field  meeting,  speakers  and  leaders. 

One  or  more  of  the  following  committee  members  is  normally  at  each  meeting 
- so  track  us  down.  If  you  can't  find  us  , you  can  phone  *us 

Mike  Ewles  Tel  No.  Norwich  867762  Carol  Haines  Tel  No.  Norwich  867825 

Mary  Cooper  Tel  No.  Norwich  624098  Jack  Dawson  Tel  No.  Attleborough  850748 

PROGRAMME  NOTES 


Sunday  Field  meeting  to  Horsey  Mere  and  Dunes.  Ring  Carol  On  Norwich 

4th  June  867825  as  soon  as  possible  to  reserve  your  places.  Time  is  short 

and  we  are  limited  in  number  to  25. 

ALSO  PLEASE  NOTE  THE  FOLLOWING  MEETING  WHICH  ARE  ADDITIONAL  TO  THOSE  SHOWN  IN 
THE  PROGRAMME. 


Sunday  Heathland  and  Forest  walk  on  Cranwich  Heath  Nr  Mundford. 

23rd  July  Ref:  TF  772934  Leader:  Gerry  Haggett. 

11.00  hrs  Bring  packed  lunch. 

Sunday  Field  Meeting  to  Blakeney  Point  for  coastal  flora. 

13th  August  Meet  NNT  Beach  Car  Park,  Cley  Ref:  TG048453. 

11.00  hrs  Leaders:  Carol  Haines  and  Janet  Ewles. 

Bring  packed  lunch. 


Saturday  Field  meeting  to  Cranwich  Heath  for  a mothing  evening 

26th  August  with  Gerry  Haggett  and  Mike  Hall. 

21.00  hrs  Ref:  TF  772934. 


SENSATIONAL  BARGAIN 


A copy  of  The  Norfolk  Bird  Atlas  by  Geoffrey  Kelly,  for  only  £1.50 
including  post  and  packing.  Please  make  your  chegue  out  to  the  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Naturalists'  Society.  For  your  copy  please  write  to  Mrs.  M.  Dor  ling, 
"St.  Edmundsbury" , 6,  New  Road,  Hethersett,  Norwich.  NR9  3HH. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  For  the  Next  Natterjack.  I must  have  all  contributions  for  the 
next  Natterjack  well  before  the  1st  July  1989,  Contributions  to  Colin  Dack,  12, 
Shipdham  Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ. 
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JOHN  FENTON 


It  is  with  great  sorrow  that  we  record  the  death  on  the  21st  May  1989  of 
John  Fenton. 

For  many  years  John  has  shared  his  professional  skills  in  the  production  of 
the  annual  Bird  & Mammal  Report.  He  also  gave  much  pleasure  to  a wide  audience 
throughout  the  region  with  his  regular  series  of  lectures  illustrated  by  his  own 
excellent  slides.  His  interests  covered  birds,  insects  and  particularly  the 
varied  life  of  the  Seashore.  His  great  knowledge  was  disseminated  in  his  own 
light  hearted,  distinctive,  but  very  informative  style.  Despite  his  illness  he 
gave  his  last  lecture  to  the  Society  at  the  Central  Library  on  the  26th  April. 

He  will  be  greatly  missed  by  his  many  friends  in  the  Society,  we  extend  our 
sympathy  to  Jean  and  family  on  their  sad  loss. 


Norfolk  lost  one  of  it’s  renowned  naturalists  in  the  passing  of  Eric  Swann 
on  22nd  May  1989.  He  was  a past  President  and  a Vice  President  of  the  Society, 
with  a lifelong  interest  in  botany  his  herbarium  contained  some  5750  plants. 

With  his  great  friend  the  late  Dr.  Charles  Pech  he  was  coauther  of  the 
Flora  of  Norfolk  published  to  commemorate  the  Society's  centenary  in  1968,  which 
he  followed  up  with  a supplement  in  1975. 

For  his  services  to  the  B.S.B.I.  he  was  made  an  Hon.  member  and  also 
President.  He  disliked  crowds,  but  he  was  a wealth  of  information  when 
accompanying  a friend  to  some  obscure  corner  of  the  county. 

He  will  be  greatly  missed  by  his  many  friends  in  the  Society.  We  extend  our 
sympathy  to  Marjorie  and  family  on  their  sad  loss. 


I recently  met  Colin  Dack  who  twisted  my  arm  to  scribble  a few  lines  for 
the  "Natterjack".  In  the  last  issue  Colin  evaluated  on  the  changes  effecting 
the  Society  by  2010.  Since  I joined  in  1946  there  have  been  many  changes  and 
the  most  singnifieant  in  my  mind  is  the  great  difference  in  how  one  become  a 
member  over  40  years  ago.  Younger  members  joining  to-day  will  have  no  idea  that 
in  those  days  one  was  extremely  fortunate  to  be  allowed  to  join.  Whereas  to-day 
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the  Society  welcomes  as  many  new  members  as  they  can  enrol  with  open  arms. 

From  the  age  of  fourteen,  when  the  late  Sidney  George,  who  was  a great  all 
round  enthusiast  in  both  natural  history  and  archaeology  realised  that  I was 
interested  in  natural  history  took  me  under  his  wing  and  gave  me  much 
encouragement.  With  long  working  hours  then,  I had  little  leisure  time  and 
other  interests,  including  cricket  and  football  took  up  most  of  it.  I felt  sure 
that  Sidney  was  disappointed  that  I spent  more  time  playing  sport  when  he  was 
prepared  to  do  his  best  to  help  me  to  become  a better  naturalist.  He  used  to 
say,  if  only  you  would  take  more  interest  in  natural  history  I will  do  all  I 
can  to  persuade  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Naturalist's  Society  to  admit  you  as  a 
member.  I must  have  been  a great  disappointment  to  him  during  my  teens  as  I saw 
less  and  less  of  him  and  when  the  war  started  I joined  the  R.A.F.  and  did  not 
see  him  for  a few  years. 

Having  spent  two  years  in  hospital  during  the  war  my  early  interest  in 
natural  history  proved  to  be  of  great  benefit,  as  I took  the  opportunity  to 
read  all  the  natural  history  books  that  I could  find  on  the  library  trolley 
that  came  round  the  ward  twice  a week.  This  I feel,  greatly  contributed  to  my 
eventual  recovery. 

After  being  invalided  out  of  the  R.A.F.  I resumed  my  friendship  with 
Sidney  and  when  the  war  ended  he  put  my  name  forward  as  a suitable  person  to 
join  the  Society.  I can  remember  to  this  day  how  nervous  I was  on  the  evening 
he  took  me  along  to  the  meeting  when  I was  elected. 

Having  sat  listening  to  the  interesting  records  of  the  leading  naturalists 
of  the  day  for  one  and  a half  hours,  the  chairman  asked  if  there  was  any  other 
business.  At  this  point  Sidney  stood  up  and  after  a long  elaboration  as  to  why 
he  considered  that  I was  a suitable  person  to  be  enrolled  as  a member  of  the 
Society,  he  proposed  my  election.  This  was  seconded  by  Major  Antheny  Buxton  and 
upon  being  put  to  the  meeting,  I was  accepted  as  a new  member.  At  this  time  the 
annual  Transactions  of  the  Society  carried  the  names,  addresses  and  date  of 
joining  of  all  its  members.  If  this  was  still  carried  on  to-day,  Colin  would 
find  his  computer  most  useful. 

Shortly  after  joining  I attended  my  first  excursion  with  the  society  to 
Blakeney  Point.  Petrol  was  only  obtainable  for  essential  purposes  and  this 
proved  a problem,  but  a farmer  friend  of  Sidney's  came  to  the  rescue.  He  had  to 
make  a legitimate  journey  to  Blakeney  and  agreed  to  take  four  of  us  in  his  farm 
van . 

This  was  a day  I shall  never  forget,  as  in  addition  to  seeing  many  migrant 
birds  for  the  first  time,  I was  introduced  to  several  well  known  naturalists, 
including  one  of  the  most  remarkable  characters  I have  ever  met,  the  late 
Philip  Rumblelow  of  Yarmouth  and  from  that  day  we  became  close  friends  until 
his  passing  on  26th.  May  1954.  Like  Sidney  George,  he  was  a great  collector  of 
just  about  everything  and  I could  write  a book  on  the  many  interesting  and 
informative  hours  I spent  in  his  company.  On  one  visit  to  his  home  he  ask  if  I 
would  like  to  see  his  collection  of  coins.  When  showing  them,  he  handed  me  a 
small  one  which  he  said  was  one  of  his  greatest  treasures.  It  was  a Great 
Yarmouth  farthing  and  if  my  memory  has  not  failed  me  it  was  dated  1663.  After 
looking  at  it  closely  I told  him  that  I once  dug  one  up,  dated  the  same  year  as 
his.  He  looked  at  me  in  amazement  for  a minute  and  then  said  in  his  quiet 
manner,  "Surely  not".  Where  and  how  long  ago,  were  his  next  questions.  I 
replied,  in  our  garden  at  Watton  when  I was  15.  He  was  a gentleman,  who  I am 
sure  would  not  disbelieve  anyone,  but  he  was  completely  stunned  by  my  reply. 
His  next  question  was  "What  did  you  do  with  it"?  When  I informed  him  I had 
given  it  to  Sidney,  who  insisted  on  giving  me  a half  crown  for  it,  his  face 
changed  completely.  Well,  well,  he  said,  what  a remarkable  coincidence  - this 
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is  the  one  that  you  dug  up  and  Sidney  gave  it  to  me  years  ago  as  he  already  had 
one,  amazingly,  his  was  dug  up  in  Yarmouth. 

George  Jessup. 


W INTERTON  DUNES 


Sunday  16th  April 


Cold  windy  weather  greeted  the  20  or  so  members  who  gathered  at  Winterton 
Car  park  "for  Natterjacks".  However  conditions  improved  in  the  shelter  of  the 
dunes  and  there  much  of  interest  to  be  seen.  Reg  Evans  mentions  particularly  a 
Sand  Spider  Arctosa  perita  which  did  not  seem  any  the  less  active  in  spite  of 
the  cold  day.  A Common  Lizard,  however,  was  so  sluggish  as  to  be  easily  taken 
but  recovered  guickly  in  the  warmth  of  the  hand.  Tufts  of  the  rather  rare  Grey 
Hair  Grass  Corynephorus  canesceus  were  seen  - this  has  also  occurred  on  other 
coastal  sand  dunes  - and  in  one  area  Marram  Grass  Galls  were  found,  the 
distorted  stems  of  the  grass  being  infested  with  a chalcid  Ecorytome  sp. 

Perhaps  it  was  primarily  the  weather  that  kept  the  majority  of  the  party  to 
the  dunes  nearer  the  car  park  but  there  was  reward  for  the  half-dozen  stalwarts 
who  battled  on  to  the  original  scrape.  It  was  gratifying  to  see  generous  double 
strings  of  Natterjack  spawn  in  all  of  the  pools  while  in  one  a pair  was  found  in 
the  process  of  mating  and  spawning.  This  made  the  effort  of  coping  with  cold  and 
wind  well  worthwile  - with  the  added  treat  of  the  sighting  of  a male  Wheatear  on 
the  return  trek  to  the  car  park. 

J.A.  Dawson. 


MOSSYMERE  WOOD 


Sunday  14th  May  1989 

A bright  day  greeted  members  of  the  Society  who  were  joined  by  North 
Norfolk  Naturalists  for  a pleasant  walk  through  Manningtons  Mossymere  Wood  in 
undulating  countryside.  On  a 1560  map  Mossymere  is  spelt  'Mossimeer'.  The 
spelling  'meer'  distinguishes  it  from  'mere'  a lake  and  means  a bank  or 
boundary.  This  probably  refers  to  the  mossy  banks  found  in  most  ancient  woodland 
and  possibly  to  the  fact  that  three  parishes  met  in  the  wood  ( from  M.  Appletons 
nots  on  the  History  of  Mossymere) . 

The  party  of  64  walked  along  wide  paths  through  mixed  woodland  looking  at 
the  ground  flora  - an  abundance  of  Bugle,  Wood  Speedwell,  Yellow  Pimpernel,  Wood 
Sorrel  and  Climbing  Corydalis.  A spring  fed  pond  had  been  cleared  of  fallen 
trees  and  dug  out  to  encourage  water  creatures.  A visit  was  made  to  the  large 
steep-sided  hole  known  as  Devils  Dish. 

Much  of  the  wood  is  carpeted  by  Bluebells  - the  deep  blue  contrasting  with 
the  white  of  Bird  Cherry  which  is  also  abundant  throughout.  In  one  of  the  main 
'meadow'  areas  a few  early  purple  orchids  were  seen  with  Twayblade  ( the  latter 
not  yet  in  full  flower  ) . Also  large  patches  of  Crosswort  and  in  a muddy  pool 
the  Ivy  Leaved  Crowfoot.  During  the  afternoon  a close  look  at  the  small  stream 
bank  revealed  a variety  of  mosses  including  the  lovely  Thuidium  tamarascinum  and 
the  liverwort  Pellia  epipylla . Still  in  flower  was  the  Moschatel  ( or  Town  Hall 
Clock  ) . 

A number  of  birds  were  heard  including  the  Cuckoo,  Blackcap,  Chiff  Chaff, 
Willow  Warbler  and  numerous  Chaffinches.  Large  numbers  of  bees  and  others 
insects  were  visiting  the  flowers  of  the  Bird  Cherry.  Also  seen  were  the 
Orangetip  and  Greenveined  white  butterflies. 

The  Society's  Specialist  Groups  ( Reg  Evans,  Rex  Haney  & Co  ) were 
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"somewhere  in  the  wood"  collecting  information  and  passing  on  their  expert 
knowledge  ( see  separate  report  ) . 

Our  thanks  to  Lord  and  Lady  Walpole  for  access  to  the  whole  area  and  to 
Mike  Appleton  for  his  help. 

Anne  Brewster. 


HONEYPOT  WOOD 


21st  May  1989 


A perfect  day  for  such  a venue  for  those  of  us  who  ignored  the  "Road 
Closed"  signs,  left  up  after  the  council  workmen  had  finished  work  for  the 
weekend.  Unfortunately  one  or  two  members  were  unable  to  find  their  way  in,  but 
they  finished  up  at  Gressenhall  and  saw  David  Bellamy  instead. 

We  were  welcomed  into  the  wood  by  Chiff  Chaffs  persistently  calling.  The 
Bugle  Ajuga  rep  tans  en  mass  presented  a fine  show,  as  did  the  Water  Avens  Geum 
rivale  and  Herb  Bennet  G.  urbanum,  it  was  also  pleasing  to  find  so  many  fine 
hybrds  between  them  G.  x intermedium . 

The  Buttonhole  plant  or  Spring  Beauty  Montia  perfoliata  was  just  past  its 
best  but  still  impressive,  Twayblades  Lister  ovata  and  Early  purple  Orchids 
Orchis  mascula  were  still  out  as  were  the  Herb  Paris  Paris  guadri folia,  although 
many  of  them  had  five  leaves  instead  of  four. 

The  Great  Butterfly  Orchid  Platanthera  chlorantha , for  which  this  wood  has 
always  been  renowned,  were  well  advanced  but  the  flowering  heads  were  not  yet 
open. 

Wall  and  Small  Copper  butterflies  were  numerous,  as  were  many  hoverfly 
species.  Leucozona  leucorum  being  very  conspicous  with  its  white  and  black 
abdomen . 

Many  of  the  Oaks  were  found  to  have  been  galled,  by  the  Cynipid  wasp 
Neuroterus  quercus  - baccarum  which  produced  the  Currant  galls  on  the  male 
catkins  and  leaves.  On  emerging  they  will  produce  the  Common  spangle  galls  on 
the  leaves  in  the  Autumn. 


WHAT  WAS  IT? 


Ken  Durrant. 


28th  May  1989 

While  talking  to  a neighbour  on  18th  May  I noticed  a large  bird  apparently 
hovering  in  the  sky.  First  thoughts  were  that  it  was  a Kestrel  which  is  the 
usual  local  predator  however  it  was  clearly  too  large  and  also  much  higher  than 
the  usual  hovering  height  of  Kestrels.  It  began  to  circle  much  as  a buzzard, 
eagle  or  vulture  does,  rising  on  a thermal  until  it  was  almost  out  of  sight, 
just  below  a white  cumulus  cloud  in  an  otherwise  clear  sky.  We  looked  away  a 
moment  and  when  we  looked  back  it  had  gone,  perhaps  obscured  in  the  base  of  the 
cloud.  While  the  height  is  uncertain  the  direction  was  a few  degrees  west  of 
North  since  Bluebell  Road  runs  due  North  - South.  This  would  be  in  the  general 
direction  of  Costessey  and.  could  be  the  same  bird  reported  circling  over  that 
area  in  the  E.D.P.,  on  10th  May  which  a later  correspondent  recorded  as  probably 
an  Osprey.  27th  May  there  was  another  mention  in  the  E.D.P.,  recorded  as  a 
buzzard  or  eagle  seen  over  Quebec  Park,  Dereham.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
if  any  member  definitely  identified  the  bird. 


P.  Cambridge. 
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HORSEY  MERE  AND  DUNES 

4th  June  1989 

We  were  welcomed  near  the  mill  by  Mr.  John  Buxton  on  a very  windy  and 
showery  morning.  The  party  split  up  into  two,  one  taking  the  offer  of  a boat 
trip  across  the  mere  to  see  the  Great  Crested  Grebes  and  Bearded  Tits,  also  the 
Royal  Fern  Osmunda  regalis.  The  other  party  taking  the  marsh  path  to  Waxham  Cut 
and  back.  Many  of  the  Common  Reed  Phragmites  austral  is  were  found  to  have  been 
galled  by  the  dipteron  Lipara  lucens  forming  the  familiar  cigar  galls,  on 
opening  a number  of  them  they  were  found  to  have  been  parasitised  by  the  Chalcid 
Pteromalus  liparae.  A Marsh  Harrier  was  quartering  the  marsh  ahead  of  us. 

After  lunch  and  another  heavy  shower  we  all  made  our  way  to  the  dunes,  here 
the  bank  sheltered  us  from  the  very  strong  wind  coming  off  the  sea.  Wall,  Small 
Copper  and  Small  heath  butterflies  also  took  advantage  of  this,  Assassin  flies 
Dgsmachus  trigonus  were  sheltering  where  the  sand  was  bare  ready  to  pounce  upon 
any  other  insect  with  the  same  idea.  One  even  tried  to  attack  a Small  Heath 
butterfly. 

Caterpillars  of  the  Garden  Tiger  and  Drinker  moths  were  found,  also  many 
specimens  of  the  variable  banded  snail  with  the  brown  lip  Cepaea  nemoral is . The 
Viviparous  Lizards  were  taking  advantage  of  the  intermittent  bursts  of  sunshine. 
One  specimen  was  minus  tail  having  no  doubt  sacrificed  it  to  some  predator. 
Larks  and  Meadow  Pipits  kept  up  a tirade  of  song. 

Every  Cat's  - ear  Hypochoeris  radicata  found  had  been  galled  by  the  gall 
wasp  Phanacis  hypochaeridis  as  witnessed  by  their  swollen  and  twisted  stems. 
Before  taking  a photograph  of  one  particular  contorted  specimen,  members  were 
given  a demonstration  on  gardening  in  the  photographic  sense  by  Colin  with  his 
secateurs.  Hawkweeds  were  similarly  galled,  but  higher  up  the  stems,  by  another 
wasp  Aulacidea  hieracii . Weld  Reseda  luteola  and  Tansey  Tanacetum  vulgare  were 
also  present.  At  the  edge  of  the  sand  dunes  two  mummified  Drinker  moth 
caterpillars  were  taken  attached  to  rushes,  suspecting  them  to  have  been 
parasitised  I was  not  surprised  when  a week  later  each  produced  an  Ichneumon 
wasp  Rogas  unipunctata  Thun,  through  a hole  chewed  at  the  rear  end  of  the 
corpse. 

We  returned  to  the  mill  via  the  fields,  the  path  was  lined  with  Wild  Radish 
Raphnus  raphanistrum.  Nearly  home  we  passed  by  a herd  of  cattle  containing  a 
huge  Charollais  bull,  to  the  trepidation  of  a few  of  the  members,  but  he 
continued  chewing  his  cud  and  ignored  us. 

Ken  Durrant. 

PROGRAMME  1972  - 1990 

Norfolk  is  a large  county  especially  if  you  have  to  arrange  excursions  for 
a Society  such  as  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Naturalists'  with  widespread 
membership. 

The  Robinson  family  have  been  doing  this  for  a number  of  years  - finding 
suitable  sites,  keeping  up  to  date  with  contacts,  making  numerous  telephone 
calls  and  making  sure  the  leader  turns  up.  For  the  indoor  meeting  ( where  the 
Lecture  Room  has  to  be  booked  well  in  advance  ) the  problem  is  to  find  a speaker 
who  is  free  on  a particular  evening.  Also  added  to  this  a good  coverage  of 
habitats  and  of  course  subjects  in  natural  history  to  cater  for  all  tastes  and 
you  have  a Programme  such  as  the  1989/90  now  in  use. 

Our  thanks  to  Joyce,  Bob  and  Diane  for  their  dedication  over  the  years. 
Also  for  their  continuing  interest  in  the  Society  especially  with  the 
Photographic  Group.  Anne  Brewster. 
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SOCIAL  EVENING 

If  no-one  has  any  better  suggestions,  we  propose  to  organise  the  Social 
Evening  on  11th  November  this  year  in  the  same  way  as  we  did  last  year. 

Rex  and  I are  willing  to  carry  out  the  arrangements  as  we  have  for  the  past 
two  years  and  invite  volunteers,  who  like  cooking  to  add  to  the  diversity  of 
dishes.  So  if  you  would  like  to  offer  to  prepare  a goodly  portion  of  your 
favourite  recipe,  please  let  us  know  - you  will  be  reimbursed  for  the  cost. 

The  charge  for  each  ticket  will  be  £2.75  so  save  up  your  pennies  and  book 
early,  numbers  will  be  limited  to  around  60. 

Tickets  will  be  on  sale  after  the  summer  break  when  we  begin  evening 
meetings  indoors,  or  phone  us  at  home  from  September  onwards. 

Rex  and  Barbara  Haney.  ( Norwich  860042  ) 

WORKSHOPS 

19th  October  1989.  Norfolk  Moth  Survey  annual  review  meeting. 

24th  October  1989.  Fungi  workshop. 

All  workshops  are  held  at  7.30  p.m.  in  the  Castle  Museum,  Norwich,  where  car 
parking  is  free  (no  competition  with  theatre  goers  !) 

The  Microscopy  Group  holds  meeting  every  couple  of  months.  Please  contact  Tony 
Irwin  at  the  Castle  Museum  (Natural  History)  if  you  would  to  be  put  on  the 
mailing  list. 

Tony  Irwin. 

Many  thanks  to  members  who  bought  houseplants  at  the  meeting  in  the  Library 
Lecture  Theatre  on  10th  May. 

The  sale  raised  £3.50  which  I have  sent  to  Harry  Nicerson  of  the  Marine 
Life  Rescue  at  Bacton.  Harry  worked  hard  caring  for  and  rescuing  some  of  the 
seals  in  the  recent  epidemic  and  has  at  present  several  injured  seabirds  in  his 
care . 

Barbara  Haney. 

I would  like  to  attend  the  indoor  meeting  (and  some  of  the  outing  far 
afield  from  my  area)  but  I do  not  like  to  drive  into  the  City  after  dark.  Is 
there  any  member  near  me  who  would  be  willing  to  give  me  a lift,  if  I came  to 
their  house  if  it  is  out  of  the  way  to  come  to  Swannington.  I am  over  70  and 
unused  to  driving  in  the  city. 

Miss  Jean  Mayhew  5,  Swan  Close,  Swannington,  Norwich.  NR9  5NG 
Tel:-  Norwich  860850 

CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR  THE  NEXT  NATTERJACK.  I must  have  all  contributions  for 
the  next  Natterjack  well  before  the  1st  October  1989.  So  that  the  information 
about  the  Society's  Social  Evening  can  be  with  you  in  good  time.  Contributions 
to  Colin  Dack,  12,  Shipdham  Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ. 

Will  members  please  carry  on  collecting  the  petrol  / oil  gift  vouchers. 
Vouchers  collected  will  be  used  to  exchange  for  prizes  for  the  Society  Social 
Evening  Raffle.  Please  give  the  vouchers  to  Rex  Haney  or  Colin  Dack. 
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ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 


The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  14th 
March  1990  at  7.30  p.m.  in  the  City  Library  Lecture  Theatre.  It  will  be  followed 
by  Dr.  Sutherland's  talk  on  Oystercatchers . 


This  was  the  only  Saturday  meeting  in  the  1988-89  Programme.  We  met  at 
Brundall  Railway  Station.  There  was  an  air  of  excitement  amongst  the  members 
very  much  like  when,  as  children,  we  went  on  a Sunday  School  outing.  Many 
members  enjoyed  the  train  ride  as  most  had  not  been  on  a train  for  a very  long 
time  over  20  years  in  my  own  case.  When  we  arrived  at  the  Berney  Arms  halt  the 
platform  was  filled  by  the  members.  We  were  met  by  the  Dave  Weaver,  assistant 
R.S.P.B.  warden,  as  Les  Street  was  on  holiday. 

We  were  taken  round  the  Berney  Marshes  reserve,  where  at  one  point  we  were 
able  stand  up  on  a bench  to  see  Coot,  Shelduck  and  Great  Crested  Grebe  which 
were  displaying  but  not  carrying  weed.  The  water  in  a ditch  was  red,  covered 
with  Water  Fern  Azolla  filiculoides . A Green-veined  White  butterfly  was  seen  on 
Hoary  Cress. 

While  we  were  having  lunch  a Kestrel  was  a far  way  off.  It  was  not  until  it 
hovered  that  we  were  sure  it  was  a Kestrel.  It  was  so  peaceful  and  quiet,  all 
you  could  hear  was  the  sound  of  the  wind  rustling  the  grass,  bird  song  and  water 
lapping  on  the  bank. 

After  lunch  we  set  out  for  Great  Yarmouth  by  the  side  of  Breydon  Water. 
During  the  walk  we  saw  Yellow  Wagtails,  Skylark  and  found  the  nest.  Dunlin  in 
summer  plumage,  bright  rusty  back  and  black  belly,  were  feeding  in  the  mud. 
Redshank,  Ringed  Plover,  Oystercatcher , Turnstone  and  Redshank  were  also 
present . 


BERNEY  MARSHES 


Saturday  6th  May  1989 


By  the  time  I had  reached  the  bridge  over  the  Fleet  I was  in  a lot  of  pain 
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from  the  Cartilages  in  my  knees.  At  this  point  I then  went  through  the  pain 
barrier.  After  that  the  pain  went  and  I was  then  able  to  enjoy  the  rest  of  the 
walk  to  Great  Yarmouth. 

The  walk  from  Berney  Arms  to  Great  Yarmouth  seemed  a long  way  as  it  is  so 
flat.  But  to  make  up  for  this  there  are  the  big  skies,  peace  and  quiet.  This  is 
a walk  to  be  recommended  for  its  peace  and  quiet. 

As  the  tail  end  of  the  party  came  to  where  the  rail  lines  are  nearest  to 
Breydon  Water  a train  left  Yarmouth  Station  with  a good  number  of  the  party  on 
board.  They  waved  like  mad  at  us  we  waved  back.  I wonder  just  what  the  other 
passengers  thought  of  this.  We,  the  tailenders,  arrived  at  Yarmouth  Station 
about  five  P.M.  We  then  got  the  train  to  Brundall  to  collect  our  cars.  That 
night  I had  the  best  nights  sleep  I have  had  for  weeks  before  or  after. 


EXCURSION  TO  BERNEY  MARSHS 


Colin  Dack. 


6th  May  1989 

Twenty  six  members  gathered  at  Brundall  railway  station  on  this  sunny 
spring  morning  for  the  short  trip  to  the  Berney  Marshes  Reserve. 

We  were  met  at  the  station  by  Dave  Weaver,  the  assistant  R.S.P.B.  warden  at 
the  reserve  this  year,  who  briefly  outlined  the  extent  and  nature  of  the 
reserve.  The  R.S.B.P.  also  have  management  control  of  the  adjoining  Breydon 
Water . 

The  water  levels  of  the  man  made  pools  and  scrapes  were  low  and  therefore 
relatively  quiet  of  bird  life  although  a small  group  of  Black-tailed  Godwit  were 
present  and  Dunlin  displayed  their  Summer  plumage. 

After  lunch  the  group  made  its  way  along  the  banks  of  Breydon  Water  towards 
Great  Yarmouth.  White  splashes  of  Scurvy  Grass  were  dotted  along  the  water's 
edge  and  a Drinker  Moth  Philudoria  potatoria  caterpillar  was  noted.  Spring  had 
definitely  arrived  as  Swift,  Swallow  and  Common  Tern  swooped  and  dived  over  a 
small  pool. 

Near  Yarmouth  the  tide  had  thrown  up  a deep  beach  of  shells  in  a small 
inlet  built  up  of  millions  of  hydrobia  shells  and  the  pink  and  yellows  of  the 
tellin  shells  the  remains  of  the  waders  food  larder  in  the  mudflats.  The 
stragglers  of  the  group  finally  caught  the  5.20  train  back  to  Brundall  after  an 
enjoyable  day. 

Linda  & Colin  Corkerton. 


BRITISH  BIRDS  MAGAZINE 

Enclosed  with  this  issue  of  Natterjack  is  the  usual  annual  leaflet  inviting 
subscription  to  the  monthly  magazine  "British  Birds". 

Members  of  this  Society  are  eligible  for  the  concessionary  rate  of 
subscription. 

The  magazine,  now  frequently  illustrated  in  colour,  contains  a wide  variety 
of  articles  on  the  birds  of  Britain  and  Western  Europe.  A recent  paper  of 
particular  interest  to  Norfolk  dealt  with  the  influx  of  Curlew  Sandpipers  in  the 
Autumn  of  1988. 
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HEGGATT  HALL 

Sunday  16th  July  1989 

Two  major  excursions  had  been  made  to  Heggatt  Hall,  Horstead  in  the  past, 
the  very  first  one  undertaken  by  the  Society  in  1869  and  the  centenary 
celebration  outing  in  1969.  We  were  welcomed  on  this  occasion  by  Mr.  Richard 
Gurney  who  showed  us  copies  of  those  previous  meetings  together  with 
photographs . 

We  then  made  our  way  via  the  fields  to  the  Doctor's  plantation  where  we 
were  welcomed  by  numerous  biting  mosquitoes  Aedes  annulipes . After  taking  a 
fleeting  view  of  the  now  overgrown  steep  sided  cut  where  the  barges  took  the 
chalk  down  to  the  river  Bure  we  arrived  at  the  pump  house.  Water  is  pumped  from 
here  to  irrigate  the  many  surrounding  fields.  A number  of  Deadly  Nightshade 
Atropa  belladonna  were  in  flower  nearby. 

Much  interest  was  taken  in  the  flora  of  the  borders  of  the  fields  as  we 
proceeded  along,  Venus  Looking  Glass  Legousia  hybrida  being  quite  common.  A fine 
Dryad's  Saddle  fungus  Polyporus  squamosus  was  found  on  an  old  tree  trunk  as  we 
approached  the  marshes,  where  we  had  planned  to  have  our  lunch.  To  our  surprise 
our  host  had  left  an  ice  box  full  of  refreshing  drinks  to  the  delight  of  all 
present . 

After  lunch  we  made  our  way  through  the  woods  and  along  the  lanes  bordered 
by  high  hedges  of  Lilac  etc.  to  inspect  an  overgrown  garden  of  an  uninhabited 
house  in  Heggatt  street  before  returning  to  the  Hall,  having  had  a marvellous 
day  in  an  area  which  can  only  be  described  as  "The  back  of  beyond' . 150  plants, 
23  fungi,  22  galls  and  50  insects  were  noted  during  the  day,  the  lists  have  been 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Richard  Gurney  with  our  sincere  thanks. 

Ken  Durrant. 

BEESTON  REGIS  COMMON 

9th  September  1989 

On  a very  windy  day  some  thirty  hardy  members  took  the  opportunity  to  visit 
this  fine  site.  Being  Autumn  meant  that  the  spring  flowers  were  now  seeded  after 
an  exceptionally  hot  summer,  but  there  were  still  some  rewards  to  discover. 

Great  patches  of  Dodder  Cuscuta  epithymum  were  seen  on  the  Gorse . Arrow- 
head Sagittaria  sagittifolia  and  Flowering  Rush  Butomus  umbellatus  were  still  in 
bloom  in  the  pond.  The  Grass  of  Parnassus  Parnassia  palustris  and  Devil ' s-bit 
scabious  Succisa  pratensis  had  just  started  to  bloom,  forerunners  of  the  masses 
to  come  on  this  site. 

Despite  the  very  dry  season  the  two  Sundews  Drosera  anglica  and 
D.  rotundi folia  were  still  present  on  the  Sphagnum  mounds.  The  party  were  shown 
the  scarce  Crested  Buckler  fern  Dyopteris  cristata  and  the  Adder's  Tongue 
Ophioglessum  vulgatum , the  commonest  fern  being  the  Broad  Buckler  D.  austriaca. 
Marsh  Arrowgrass  Triglochin  palustris  was  very  conspicuous  on  the  top  bog,  as 
was  our  smallest  rush  Bristle  Scirpus  Isolepis  setacea  approximately  2"  in 
height. 
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The  Oaks  have  produced  large  numbers  of  Knopper  galls  on  the  acorns,  caused 
by  the  wasp  Andricus  quercuscal  ids . One  Willow  had  its  leaves  decorated  with 
the  Red  bean  Galls  caused  by  the  sawfly  Pontia  proxima . Many  of  the  rushes 
Juncus  effusus  and  J.  conglomeratus  had  their  seed  heads  similarly  decorated 
with  the  white  larval  cases  of  a micromoth  Coleophora  caespitiella. 

Hops  Humulus  lupulus  and  Honeysuckle  Lonicera  periclymenum  festooned  many 
of  the  bushes  as  we  made  our  way  back  for  lunch.  A number  of  budding 
photographers  were  disappointed  because  no  Adders  had  been  seen.  Apparently  they 
were  sheltering  from  the  wind,  although  one  or  two  Common  Lizards  were  seen. 
Just  before  we  reached  our  cars  we  found  a patch  of  Wild  Celery  Apium 
graveoleus , quite  different  from  its  cultivated  relative  except  in  its  smell. 

After  lunch  a number  of  members  took  advantage  of  the  many  fine 
Blackberries  to  be  found  in  the  area,  making  it  a very  interesting  outing. 

Ken  Durrant. 

MARINE  DIATOMS  AT  HORNING 

Horning  is  about  20  miles  from  the  sea  along  the  River  Bure,  the  river  at 
that  point  is  slightly  tidal,  the  range  is  about  4 inches  (100mm) ..  But  we  tend 
to  think  of  the  Bure  broads  as  fresh-water  lakes.  This  is  not  at  all  a good 
simplification.  They  are  better  regarded  as  the  top  of  a tidal  estuary 
discharging  into  the  North  Sea. 

For  instance,  on  14th  February  the  North  sea  came  rushing  up  the  rivers  and 
made  the  water  at  Horning  very  salty.  I sampled  the  River  Waveney  at  Fritton 
that  day  and  found  the  river  water  to  contain  16,200  mg/1  chlorides  ( ie  84%  sea 
water) . 

Two  days  after  the  surge  the  water  at  Horning  Church  Bend  still  contained 
4,400  mg/1  chlorides  ( 23%  sea  water  ). 

From  time  to  time  the  shells  of  marine  diatoms  are  found  in  the  Bure  Broads 
and  at  Wheatfen  on  the  Yare  ( Clarke  1960  ) . It  is  generally  thought  that  they 
come  from  the  lower  estuary  by  landward  movement  along  the  bed  of  the  river. 

However  when  I examined  the  water  sample  from  Horning  on  16th  February  1989 
I was  astonished  to  find,  two  days  after  the  surge,  a large  number  of  real 
marine  species  of  diatoms.  They  were  not  the  species  common  in  the  lower  rivers, 
they  were  from  the  plankton  of  the  North  Sea  itself.  And  they  were  not  just  the 
shells,  they  were  alive  and  healthy.  Obtaining  good  plankton  samples  from  the 
sea  is  very  difficult  but  Lowestoft  Harbour,  Lake  Lothing,  allows  a plankton  net 
to  be  drawn  through  water  not  as  full  of  fine  sand  and  clay  as  the  sea  off  the 
coast.  The  assemblage  of  marine  diatoms  present  in  the  Horning  sample  was  very 
similar  to  that  present  in  Lowestoft  Harbour. 

Among  the  diatoms  found  at  Horning  were  Rhizosolenia  setigera, 
Thalassiosira  baltica,  Thalassiosira  eccentrica,  Thalassiosira  gravida, 
Actinoptychus  senarius,  Odontella  aurita,  Biddulphia  alternana,  Rhaphoneis  sp.  , 
Diploneis  interrupta,  and  the  delicate  Skeletonema  costatum. 
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So  the  salt  water  at  Horning  had  not  just  moved  up  from  the  lower  estuary 
between  Acle  and  Yarmouth  where  you  find  this  level  of  salt  in  the  water  but  had 
come  direct  from  the  North  Sea.  This  is  an  important  factor  if  we  are  to 
understand  water  movements  in  the  Broads  Area.  K.  B.  Clarke. 

MEETING  ON  MICROSCOPY 

A two  day  meeting  on  microscopy  is  being  organised  by  the  Quekett 
Microscpical  Club  at  U.E.A.  on  21  & 22  July  1990.  A programme  of  lectures  and 
demonstrations  are  being  arranged,  Speakers  from  U.E.A. , N.N.N.S.,  and  the 
Quekett  have  been  invited  to  cover  a wide  range  of  topics  that  should  interest 
not  only  microscopists  but  naturalists  in  general. 

Subjects  covered  will  include  cell  structure,  diatoms,  copepods,  feathery 
moth  flies,  tardegrades  and  mounting  techniques.  Video  recording  of  the 
microscope  image  and  so  on.  A more  detailed  programme  will  be  available 
shortly. 

The  meeting  is  open,  would  anyone  interested  please  contact  Dr.  E.M.  Thain, 
36  Friars  Quay,  Norwich  (Tel:-  625017)  as  it  is  necessary  to  know  at  an  early 
stage  the  approximate  numbers  to  book  appropriate  space  at  U.E.A. 

ANOTHER  SNAIL  PARASITE 

During  the  meeting  at  Grimes  Graves  a Banded  Snail  shell  was  brought  to  me. 
On  examination  it  was  found  to  have  the  puparium  of  a fly  inside. 

This  fly  emerged  on  24th  July  1988  and  is  another  which  parasitises  snails. 
This  species  I had  not  previously  seen  in  Norfolk  Discomyza  incurva  (Ephyridae) . 

UNUSUAL  HOSTS  OF  BROOMRAPE  (OROBANCHE  MINOR) 

Common  Broomrape  is  associated  with  hosts  from  the  families  compositae  and 
leguminosae . 

It  has  been  noted  previously  on  Foxglove  and  a further  example  of  this  was 
noted  in  Welborne  - the  second  record  only. 

Last  year  a plant  was  seen  in  the  garden  clearly  associated  with  Sweet  Pea 
which  is  a first  observation. 

On  26th  July  1988  a small  2"  cutting  of  a Fuschia  plant  was  treated  with 
root  hormone  and  placed  in  a proprietary  compost  in  a 3 ' pot.  No  Orobanche  seed 
had  been  added  but  nevertheless  some  must  have  been  present. 

A small  shoot  of  Common  Broomrape  was  noted  on  21st  April  1989  arising  from 
the  Fuschia  roots.  It  continued  to  grow  and  at  5"  tall  has  produced  flowers  and 
seeds . 

This  is  the  first  record  of  Orobanche  minor  on  this  host.  R.  Evans. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  NEXT  NATTERJACK  should  be  sent  to  Colin  Dack,  12,  Shipdham 
Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ,  to  arrive  not  later  than  1st  January 
1990.  Contributions  sent  after  this  date  will  not  be  accepted  for  the  February 
Natterjack. 
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WORKING  AT  WHEATFEN 

"Could  you  write  a piece  about  a typical  day's  work  at  Wheatfen?"  was  the 
casual  question  Phyllis  Ellis  asked  and  which  has  led  to  my  writing  this.  I now 
realise  that  this  is  more  easily  said  than  done. 

The  Norfolk  Conservation  Corps,  of  which  Ted  was  Patron  for  8 1/2  years, 
began  its  work  on  The  Ted  Ellis  Nature  Reserve  by  clearing  a footpath  along  one 
edge  of  the  property.  We  have  done  no  footpath  work  since  this  first  day. 

On  our  next  visit  we  cleared  scrub  from  an  area  of  fen,  scrub  which  was 
beginning  to  shade  out  the  very  interesting  flora.  We  used  axes,  billhooks  and 
bowsaws,  and  we  felled  a lot  of  scrub,  but  not  enough  for  Phyllis.  She  went  off 
to  the  house,  and  returned  with  an  interesting  and  amusing  contraption,  a 
petrol-driven  generator  which  was  mounted  on  the  chassis  and  wheels  of  a 
perambulator.  This  was  then  started  up,  and  the  power  it  generated  was  used  to 
drive  a chainsaw  which  was  operated  by  Phyllis.  This  Wheatfen  Chainsaw  Massacre 
presented  a fascinating  picture,  a picture  which  we  had  never  seen  before  and 
which  we  have  not  seen  since. 

The  professionals  then  moved  onto  the  site,  in  the  form  of  the  Community 
Programme  team,  and  we  — being  experts — then  spent  a day  in  burning  a large 
amount  of  scrub  which  they  had  felled.  WE  have,  however,  not  done  this  again. 

We  then  moved  on  to  management  of  the  dykes,  and  have  worked  on  this 
problem  ever  since,  this  now  being  our  sole  responsibility  and  there  being  very 
much  work  to  be  done.  The  work  in  question  is  the  clearance  of  scrub  which  is 
hanging  over  the  dykes,  or  growing  in  the  dykes,  making  many  sections  very 
difficult,  or  even  impossible  to  penetrate.  This  involves  using  boats:  to  get  to 
the  work-site,  to  cut  the  scrub  which  is  growing  in  the  dykes,  and  to  transport 
the  cut  material  to  the  bonfire.  It  also  involves  getting  cold,  wet  and  very 
muddy,  which  is  probably  why  we  enjoy  it  so  much,  why  we  have  spent  so  many  days 
doing  it  and  why  we  will  spend  so  many  more  days  in  doing  it.  For  us,  therefore, 
you  might  say  that  this  is  now  a typical  day's  work  at  Wheatfen. 

You  might,  in  fact,  say  no  such  thing!  On  one  visit  we  had  to  contend  with 
the  rising  tide  and  to  build  a bonfire  in  six  inches  of  water.  On  another  a 
volunteer's  foot  went  through  the  bottom  of  a very  large  and  very  ancient  work- 
boat,  so  that  all  aboard  had  to  quickly  abandon  ship  and  to  bring  it  ashore 
before  it  sank.  On  the  next  visit  we  found  that,  in  the  meantime,  some 
unobservant  person  had  launched  it  again  so  we  had  to  begin  the  day  by  raising 
it  from  the  bed  and,  we  were  interested  to  see  when  the  water  ran  out,  also 
raising  two  eels.  At  Phyllis's  request,  to  prevent  this  happening  again,  we 
began  our  next  visit  by  breaking  up  this  boat  and  using  it  to  start  our  bonfire. 
Finally,  on  a day  in  March,  with  the  tide  running  very  fast  in  the  dyke,  a 
volunteer  had  his  spectacles  knocked  off  and  they  fell  into  the  water,  so  that 
he  had  to  quickly  get  undressed  and  get  into  the  water  to  find  them  before  the 
tide  carried  them  away. 

So, a typical  day  at  Wheatfen?  Well,  it  is  always  interesting,  amusing  and 
very  worthwhile;  it  is  always  spent  in  very  pleasant  company;  there  is  always 
much  wildlife  to  be  seen;  there  is  always  excellent  hospitality  at  the  end  of 
the  day,  and  there  is  always  chocolate  concrete;  and  it  is  always  different  from 
the  last  time.  Eddie  Boosey. 
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ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

The  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING  of  the  Society  will  be  held  at  19.30  hours  on 
Wednesday  14th  March  1990  in  the  City  Library  Lecture  Theatre,  Norwich. 


1.  Apologies  for  absence. 

2.  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  General  Meeting.  (8th  March  1989) 

3.  Matters  arising  from  the  minutes. 

4.  Presentation  of  Chairman's  Report. 

5.  Presentation  of  Treasurer's  Report  and  the  Income  and  Expenditure 
Account  for  1989. 

6.  Increase  in  subscriptions. 

To  consider,  and  if  thought  fit,  to  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

"That  in  accordance  with  paragraph  6,  of  the  Laws  of  the  Society,  the 
following  annual  rates  of  subscription  shall  apply  to  all  subscriptions 
becoming  due  on  or  after  1st  April  1990: 

Junior  £3  per  annum,  Ordinary  £8  per  annum, 

Family  £10  per  annum,  Affiliation  £15  per  annum. 

7.  Presentation  of  the  Council  nomination  for  the  President  of  the 
Society  for  1990-91.  Mr.  K.  C.  Durrant. 

8.  Presentation  of  Officers  and  Council. 

Council  offers  the  following  nominations,  all  nominees  having 
consented  to  serve. 


Chairman 

General  Secretary 
Assistant  Secretary 
Treasurer 

Assistant  Treasurer 
Chairman,  Membership  Committee 
Secretary,  Membership  Committee 
Chairman,  Programme  Committee 
Secretary,  Programme  Committee 
Chairman,  Publications  Committee 
Secretary,  Publications  Committee 


Mrs. A. Brews ter. 
A. L. Bull. 

Mrs. J.Negal. 

D. A.Dorling. 

M. J.Woolner. 

R. Haney . 
C.R.Dack. 

M. J.C.Ewles. 

Mrs . C.W. Haines . 
R. Jones . 

Dr .A. G. Irwin. 
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Chairman,  Research  Committee 
Secretary,  Research  Committee 
Honorary  Auditor 

Elected  Council  Members  to  serve 
for  three  years,  (Retiring  1993) 


P. R. Banham. 

E. Cross. 

J. E. Timbers. 

G.Maybury,  Miss. J . Smith. 

Dr. M.P. Taylor,  Miss . J. Wakefield. 


Any  other  nominations  may  be  received  from  members  for  any  of  the  above 
posts  other  than  Vice-presidents,  duly  proposed  and  seconded  and  with  the 
nominees  written  consent,  not  less  than  seven  clear  days  before  the  A.G.M. 
to  (Gen.  Sec) 

9.  Council  proposes  that  Dr. M. George  should  be  made  an  Honorary  Member  of  the 

Society,  upon  his  retirement  from  the  Nature  Conservancy  Council,  for  whom 
he  has  been  Regional  Officer  based  in  Norwich  for  many  years. 

10.  Any  other  business. 

Following  the  A.G.M.  , "Oystercatchers" . Illustrated  talk  by  Dr .W. Sutherland. 


The  Council  at  it's  meeting  on  22nd  November  1989  reviewed  the  finances  of 
the  Society  with  particular  reference  to  the  level  of  subscriptions. 

Although  the  finances  of  the  Society  are  in  a healthy  state,  as  can  be  seen 
in  the  accounts  enclosed  with  this  issue  of  Natterjack,  this  is  largely  due  to  a 
surplus  earned  on  sales  of  the  Bird  and  Mammal  Report  and  generous  gifts  to  the 
Peet  Fund.  In  recent  years  subscription  income  has  not  met  the  cost  of 
transactions  and  other  general  expenses  and  the  Council  considered  that  this  was 
not  a satisfactory  state  of  affairs  in  the  long  term.  Therefore,  it  was  agreed 
that  a Special  Resolution  should  be  submitted  to  the  Annual  General  Meeting  on 
14th  March  1990  to  increase  Ordinary  and  Family  subscriptions  to  £8  and  £10  per 
annum  respectively.  Those  for  Junior  and  Affiliated  Membership  will  remain 
unchanged. 

The  Council  hops  that  you  will  support  these  changes.  The  subscription  to 
the  Society  represents  excellent  value  bearing  in  mind  the  quality  of  our 
publications  and  the  extensive  programmes  of  meeting  and  field  visits. 


Wednesday  14th  February  1990  1930  hrs . "British  and  European  Butterflies" 

Illustrated  talk  by  Dr.  B.  R.  Watts.  City  Library  Lecture  Theartre. 

Wednesday  11th  April  1990  1930  hrs.  "Marine  Life  in  Close-up" 

Illustrated  Take  by  Miss.  J.  E.  Harris.  City  Library  Lecture  Theatre. 


Please  send  all  records  to  Mr.  John  Buckley  C/O  Natural  History  Dept., 
Castle  Museum,  Norwich.  Would  members  make  a special  effort  on  Frog  and  Common 
Toad  records  as  John  needs  these  for  the  next  paper. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


D.  A.  Dorling. 
Honorary  Treasurer. 


PROGRAMME  CHANGE 


HERPETOFAUNA  (REPTILES  AND  AMPHIBIANS)  RECORDS 
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JBRARY 


TOWARDS  A TETRAD  FLORA  OF  NORFOLK 

Why  do  we  need  a_  new  Flora?  The  Petch  and  Swann  Flora  of  the  county 
appeared  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  with  a supplement  being  published  in  1975. 
Since  that  time  there  have  been  great  changes  in  the  countryside,  which,  in  many 
places,  now  bears  no  relationship  to  that  described  in  the  last  flora. 

Why  a^  Tetrad  Flora?  One  of  the  main  aims  will  be  to  map  as  accurately  as 
possible  the  present  distribution  of  our  native  flora  within  the  county,  plus 
any  truly  naturalised  species,  e.g.  Himalayan  Balsam,  which  may  be  spreading 
quite  rapidly.  The  Tetrad,  a block  of  four  1 kilometre  squares,  offers  the  best 
option  when  trying  to  study  the  distribution  of  most  forms  of  wildlife.  Mapping 
by  10  kilometre  squares  can  be  misleading.  An  uncommon  plant  occurring  at  20 
sites,  might  show  on  a 10  kilometre  map  as  20  squares,  or  one  third  of  the 
county.  By  tetrad  mapping,  this  might  become  20  dots  out  of  a possible  1,400. 
Opening  Petch  and  Swann  at  random,  I find:-  Pedicularis  sylvatic  Lousewort:- 
Native.  Common.  Bogs  and  wet  heaths.  I am  prompted  to  ask  "How  common  is  either 
a bog  or  a wet  heath?"  The  plant  is  likely  to  be  less  so.  "Acinos  arvensis  Basil 
Thyme.  Native.  Common.  Dry  places."  So  far  progress  has  been  made  in  tetrad 
mapping,  which  started  in  West  Norfolk  in  1987,  this  species  seems  now,  to  be 
almost  confined  to  Breckland.  Tetrad  mapping  will  also  reveal  differences  in 
geological  structure  on  quite  a small  scale,  and  point  to  former  land  use.  For 
instance,  Small  Leaved  Lime  (Tilia  cordata)  - in  the  Flora:-  "Doubtfully 
native".  In  the  supplement:-  "Appears  to  be  native."  In  Dr  Oliver  Rackham's  book 
"The  History  of  the  Countryside",  this  species  is,  in  Norfolk,  in  the  centre  of 
his  Lime  Province,  stretching  as  far  north  as  the  Humber,  being  one  of  the  major 
constituents  of  ancient  forest.  I know  of  trees  in  woods  and  coppice  stools  in 
hedgerows  from  Honingham  to  Hoe  and  from  Mattishall  to  Foxley  Wood.  Now  we  need 
to  join  the  dots  up! 

How  long  will  it  take?  Ten  years  is  the  figure  I have  in  mind  for  east 
Norfolk,  as  Gillian  Beckett  in  the  west  has  mentioned  the  year  2,000  as  a 
possible  publication  date.  Impossible?  No,  not  if  we  can  find  an  average  of 
twenty  botanists  willing  to  do  four  tetrads  per  year  for  that  length  of  time! 
Not  the  same  twenty  all  the  time  perhaps,  as  people  tend  to  come  and  go,  and  we 
shall  no  doubt  get  some  outside  help  from  holidaying  botanists.  IT  CAN  BE  DONE. 
ESPECIALLY  IF  YOU  DO  YOUR  SHARE! 

To  whom  do  _I  write?  For  this  project,  we  are  abandoning  the  Watsonian  vice 
county  boundary  and  using  the  line  0 on  the  National  grid.  If  you  live  to  the 
west  of  that  line,  write  to  Mrs  G.  Beckett,  "Bramley  Cottage",  Stanhoe,  Kings 
Lynn,  PE31  8QF.  If  to  the  east,  to  Alec  Bull,  Hillcrest,  East  Tuddenham, 
Dereham,  NR20  3JJ.  When?  Now!  We  are  the  vice  county  recorders  for  the  Botanical 
Society  of  the  British  Isles. 

THETFORD  FOREST  RESEARCH  SYMPOSIUM 

The  attention  of  members  is  drawn  to  a Research  Symposium,  designed  to 
bring  together  all  those  who  are  currently  engaged  in  projects  concerning  the 
Natural  History  of  Thetford  forest.  This  is  to  be  held  at  the  Carnegie  Rooms  in 
Thetford  on  Friday  19th  October  1990,  and  members  who  might  be  willing  to  put  on 
a display, or  to  present  a short  paper,  be  it  on  mammals,  birds,  plants,  insects, 
or  any  other  facet  of  natural  history,  are  asked  to  get  in  touch  with  me  before 
next  spring.  Alec  Bull. 
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THE  VAPOURER  MOTH  Orgyia  anti  qua 

My  front  garden  is  planted  all  round  the  perimeter  with  Queen  Elizabeth 
hedging  roses,  now  growing  at  a height  of  between  three  and  five  feet.  Each  year 
since  they  have  been  planted,  there  have  been  attacks  by  caterpillars  of  the 
Vapourer  moth.  Out  of  around  forty  bushes,  only  five  are  subjected  to  their 
attacks  and  these  bushes  have  become  somewhat  stunted,  being  some  eighteen 
inches  less  in  height  than  the  rest.  At  the  end  of  the  growing  season  they  have 
been  devastated.  This  of  course  could  be  avoided  by  dealing  with  the  pest,  but  I 
have  chosen  not  to  do  this  being  more  interested  inobserving  their  activities. 

The  caterpillars  feed  on  trees  and  shrubs  of  all  kinds  in  the  garden,  but 
in  my  case  are  confined  exclusively  to  the  hedging  roses. 

The  mating  habits  are  well  known.  The  wingless  female  leaves  the  dusky 
yellow  chrysalis  and  crawls  onto  the  outer  surface  and  pairing  occurs.  She  lays 
her  eggs  on  the  surface  of  the  cocoon  or  in  the  close  vicinity  and  then  dies. 
All  of  this  has  been  quite  evident  in  my  garden.  The  eggs  hatch  out  and  the 
caterpillar,  which  is  covered  with  very  long  hairs,  starts  his  eating  campaign 
and  the  bushes  start  to  take  on  a very  ragged  appearance. 

I have  often  seen  dead  or  dying  females  on  or  around  the  bushes  and  I have 
counted  as  many  as  forty  caterpillars  of  varying  sizes  on  one  bush  at  one  time. 

In  my  observations  of  this  species,  I have  noticed  that  the  caterpillars 
appear  to  start  at  the  top  of  the  plant  and  work  downwards.  One  plant  for  example 
this  year,  growing  at  a height  of  almost  three  and  a half  feet,  was  almost 
devoid  of  leaves  and  flowers  on  the  upper  two  feet  but  there  was  still  plenty  of 
foliage  and  around  thirty  blooms  on  the  lower  eighteen  inches. 

I often  find  the  male  moths  around  the  outside  of  the  house  since  they  fly 
during  the  daytime.  Almost  the  only  distinguishing  marks  they  bear  are  the  white 
eye  spots  on  the  rear  of  the  reddish  brown  forewings. 


Tony  Brown. 

RARE  EARTH  STAR  AT  SAXTHORPE 

When  looking  for  chestnuts  in  one  of  the  Saxthorpe  Woods  on  the  1st 
November  1989  two  very  good  specimens  of  the  Earth  Star  Astraeus  hygrometricus 
( pers. ) morg . were  found,  confirmed  by  R Evans. 

Of  the  genus  Astraeaceae . The  fruiting  body  1 - 5cm  globose  - splitting 
into  6-15  pointed  rays,  closing  and  becoming  hard  and  leathery  when  dry. 
County  records  are  rare  although  it  is  possible  that  it  has  been  found  at  some 
other  time  and  not  reported.  Rackheath  Oct.  1863,  Holt  Dec.  1927,  Bury  St. 
Edmunds  undated  (see  N.N.N.S.  Transactions  May  1981  Vol.25.  Part  3.  Earth  Stars 
in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  by  E.A.  Ellis.) 

Anne  Brewster. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  NEXT  NATTERJACK  should  be  sent  to  Colin  Dack,  12,  Shipdham 
Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ,  to  arrive  not  later  than  1st  April 
1990.  Contributions  sent  after  this  date  will  not  be  accepted  for  the  May 
Natterjack. 
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FUNGUS  FORAY  AT  BUXTON  HEATH 

Sunday  5th  November  1989 

About  25  members  attended  this  meeting  on  the  fifth  of  November,  and  were 
pleased  to  see  many  interesting  fungi  in  a final  total  of  111. 

They  saw  Ugly  Caps,  Fly  Agarics,  Brown  Roll  Rims  and  False  Chanterelles. 
There  were  beautiful  Boletes  - one  had  bright  red  pores  and  flesh  which  on 
cutting  turned  rapidly  from  yellow  to  blue. 

There  were  Poison  Pies  and  Deceivers,  Peppery  Boletus,  Cramp  Balls,  Birds 
Nest  Fungus  and  Ergots  on  grasses. 

Candlesnuff  Fungi,  Earth  Balls  and  Puff  Balls,  Milk  Caps,  Horsehair  Fungus 
and  Earth  Fans. 

Also  on  view  were  False  Death  Caps,  Wood  Blewitts,  Birch  Polypores  and 
Honey  Fungus  . . and  the  rare  Stropharia  aurantiaca. 

One  of  our  members  Gordon  Meake  found  a male  Minotaur  Beetle  Typhaeus 
typhoeus  which  bears  three  horns  on  the  thorax. 

Come  to  the  next  Fungus  Foray! 

Reg  and  Lil  Evans 

NORFOLK  FUNGUS  SURVEY 

There  are  many  of  our  members  who  can  identify  on  sight  some  of  the  common 
fungi . 

We  would  appreciate  records  of  the  following  to  produce  maps  showing  their 
distribution.  Please  give  the  name  of  the  fungus,  location,  host  and  date. 

Daldinia  concentrica  / Ash  tree  / Dec  12th  / Tg  061091  or  location. 

"Orange  Peel"-  Alevria  aurantia  : orange  coloured  cups  on  ground  brittle  flesh. 

"Cramp  Balls"*-  Daldinia  concentrica  : brown  to  black,  round  hemispherical,  cut 
in  half  shows  concentric  silvery  zones. 

"Beef  Steak"*-  Tongue  shaped,  fleshy,  thick  at  base,  gelatinous  reddish  brown. 

"Fly  Agaric"*-  red  cap  spotted  with  white  scales,  white  ring  on  stem. 

"Jews  Ear"*-  Auricularia  auricula  judae  : Reddish  brown  ear  shaped,  inner 

surface  veined  flesh  gelatinous. 

"Shaggy  Ink  Cap"-  Coprinus  comatus  : cap  cylindrical,  surface  fleecy,  edges 

turning  black  and  liquid. 

* Please  indicate  host  tree. 

Reg  Evans. 
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A PARASITE  NEW  TO  BRITAIN 


We  collected  two  cocoons  of  a Sawfly  Trichiosoma  lucorum  in  Norfolk.  An 
adult  sawfly  emerged  from  one,  but  the  second  was  parasitised  by  an  Ichneumon. 

This  Ichneumon  had  not  been  recorded  before  in  Britain,  and  little  is  known 
of  its  biology.  It  has  been  reared  once  before  in  Russia  from  the  same  sawfly 
host. 

Reg  Evans 

AN  UNKNOWN  SPECIES  OF  FUNGUS 


A collection  of  a fungus  was  taken  from  a fallen  branch  and  were  identified 
as  probably  belonging  to  the  genus  Rosbabl y but  of  unknown  species. 


It  is  not  known  at  Kew  and  a specimen  has  been  sent  abroad  to  a specialist 
in  this  group. 


GRASSHOPPERS  AND  CRICKETS 


Reg  Evans. 


1990  is  the  final  year  for  records  to  be  included  in  the 
national  distribtion  atlas  for  grasshoppers  and  crickets.  More  details  about  how 
you  can  help  will  be  included  with  the  May  Natterjack.  In  the  meantime  you  might 
like  to  look  out  for  one  of  the  following  as  an  addition  to  your  library. 
Grasshoppers  and  bush  crickets  (Shire  Natural  History  Series)  by  A. Mahon  - 
£1.95;  or  Grasshoppers  [including  bush  crickets]  (Naturalist's  Handbooks  Series) 
by  V.K. Brown  - £5.95.  The  Norfolk  Orthoptera  recorder  is  Dave  Richmond,  42 
Richmond  Rise,  Reepham,  Norfolk.  NR  10  4LS.  Write  to  him  if  you  have  any  queries. 


SOME  DATES  FOR  YOUR  1990  DIARY 


JUNE 

2nd 

F.M. 

16th  F. 

M.  20th  F.M.E.  24th  F.M. 

JULY 

1st 

F.M 

8th  F.M. 

18th  F.M.E.  2 lst-22nd  U.E.A. 

28th  F.M 

AUGUST 

12th  F.M 

L 18th  F 

.M. 

SEPTEMBER 

2nd 

F.M. 

7 th  P. 

12th  L.  29th  F.M. 

OCTOBER 

1st 

L. 

7th  F.M. 

8th  P.  15th  L. 

NOVEMBER 

2nd 

P. 

4th  F.M. 

10th  Social  Evening  14th  L. 

25th  L. 

DECEMBER 

5 th 

L. 

10  P. 

F.M.  = Field  Meeting  / Excursion.  F.M.E.  = Field  Meeting  / Evening  Excursion. 

L.  = Lecture  / Illustrated  Talk.  P.  = Photographic  Group  Meeting. 

Will  members  please  carry  on  collecting  the  petrol  / oil  gift  vouchers. 
Vouchers  collected  will  be  used  to  exchange  for  prizes  for  the  Society  Social 
Evening  Raffle.  Please  give  the  vouchers  to  Rex  Haney  or  Colin  Dack. 
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AN  EXCURSION  TO  BLAKENEY  POINT 


As  members  take  part  in  the  excursion  programme  for  1990  they  may  be 
interested  to  read  of  the  Society's  first  visit  to  Blakeney  Point.  I have  a 
press  cutting  which  gives  an  account  of  the  occasion  which  took  place  almost 
seventy  years  ago,  on  the  last  Sunday  in  May  1921.  The  account  is  a lengthy  one 
extending  to  rather  more  than  fifteen  hundred  words.  It  is,  I suppose,  a piece 
of  social  history  and  gives  some  indication  of  life  in  the  1920's.  Because  of 
its  length, it  cannot  be  reproduced  in  full. 

The  first  paragraph  refers  to  the  acquisition  of  the  Point  by  the  National 
Trust  in  1912  and  to  the  work  of  Prof.  F.W.  Oliver.  F.R.S.  of  University  College 
London,  who  over  the  years,  had  investigated  and  published  a great  deal  about 
the  flora  and  fauna.  It  was  at  his  invitation  that  just  under  one  hundred 
members  of  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Naturalist's  Society  should  have  paid  a 
pilgrimage  to  the  spot  on  Sunday! 

I will  repeat  the  second  paragraph  verbatim  because  it  includes  so  many 
names  from  the  past  who  have  played  major  roles  in  the  history  of  the  Society. 

'In  years  gone  by  the  pilgrimage  suggested  by  Professor  Oliver  would  have 
been  long  and  arduous,  but  on  this  occasion  it  was  simplicity  itself.  By  motor 
cars  and  chars-a-bans , members  journeyed  from  Norwich  and  various  parts  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  arrived  at  Morston  Quay  between  ten  and  eleven.  The 
company  which  was  thoroughly  representative  of  the  Naturalist's  Society, 
included  Sir  Charles  Tomes.  F.R.S.  and  Lady  Tomes,  Sir  Hugh  Beevor,  Sir  T. 
Barrett-Lennard , Lieut-Colonel  Todd,  Miss.  Geldart,  Mrs.  Dupuis  Brown,  Mrs. 
Claribell  Smith,  Dr.  M.  Beverley,  Dr.  S.H.  Burton,  Dr.  Sydney  H.  Long  (Hon- 
secretary  of  the  Society),  Colonel  E.A.  and  Mrs.  Kerrison,  Major  E.H.  Evans- 
Lombe,  Captain  C.  Colman,  Messrs  E.T.  Boardman,  R.J.  Colman,  J.H.  Walter,  H.G. 
Barclay,  Robert  Gurney,  B.B.  Riviere,  W.L.  Sutton,  F.  Leney,  W.A.  Nicholson, 

A . H . Patterson  and  J.  Vincent  (Keeper  of  the  Hickling  Reserve)  . To  her  great 
regret  Miss.  E.L.  Turner  F.L.S.  (President  of  the  Society)  was  unable  to  be 
present.  From  Morston  Quay  the  motor-boat  Pelican  towed  a small  fleet  of  boats 
down  the  harbour  to  a point  as  near  as  possible  to  the  beach.  Here  they 
transferred  to  rowing-boats,  which  in  turn  rowed  nearly  up  to  the  shingle,  when 
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ladies  and  gentlemen  had  a pick-a-back  ride  to  the  shore.  The  house  party  at  the 
Point  included  Professor  and  Mrs.  Oliver,  Mr.  S.H.  Hamer  (Secretary  of  the 
National  Trust).  Dr.  E.J.  Salisbury  F.L.S.  Miss  Winifred  Smith,  Major  T.G.  Hill, 
Mr.  A.W.  Cozens-Hardy , Major  and  Mrs.  Philip  Hamond,  Mrs.  Bishop  and  Miss. 
Bishop.  Lunch  was  provided  on  the  sand  hills  and  tea  in  the  Old  Lifeboat  House 
which  is  the  property  of  the  Botanical  Department  of  University  College. 
Professor  Oliver  was  the  host  and  the  catering  was  in  the  excellent  hands  of 
Mrs.  R.J.  Pinchen  (wife  of  the  warden  of  the  point).' 

The  rest  of  the  article  tells  of  the  way  the  conducted  tours  were  organised 
together  with  a very  full  account  of  what  was  seen.  Finally  there  is  a 
concluding  paragraph. 

'Before  leaving  each  guest  was  presented  by  Professor  Oliver  with  a printed 
souvenir  of  the  visit,  copies  of  a reprint  of  Professor  Oliver's  chapter  on 
Blakeney  Point  in  Carey  and  Oliver's  book  on  Tidal  Lands  were  generously 
distributed  and  the  visitors  book  signed.  Then  the  mudflats  were  crossed, 
rowing-boats  took  the  party  across  the  channel:  and  the  Morston  salt  marshes 
were  traversed  under  the  guidance  of  members  of  the  Ingham  troop  of  Boy  Scouts. 
The  return  journey  was  made  by  way  of  Blakeney  and  the  last  party  reached 
Norwich  just  befor  10.00p.m. 

The  account  is  signed  W.G.C.  I believe  the  initials  to  be  those  of 
W.G. Clarke  the  author  of  'In  Brecklands'  Wilds.'  He  was  a journalist  with  the 
Eastern  Daily  Press.  I understand  that  it  was  quite  usual  for  a member  of  the 
press  to  accompany  outings  and  subsequently  write  a report  for  the  E.D.P. 

Reg  Jones. 


UNUSUAL  FUNGI 

When  visiting  an  unusual  habitat  at  the  appropriate  time  of  year,  we  always 
look  out  for  fungi  which  we  try  to  identify  ourselves,  then  pass  on  to  Reg  Evans 
to  verify  and  if  worthwhile  to  enter  into  his  records.  We  visited  two  dune 
systems  during  November  and  brought  back  a number  of  trophies.  On  the  7th,  we 
walked  along  the  tide,  line  as  far  as  the  high  dunes  just  east  of  Gun  Hill, 
Burnham  Overy.  Here  we  found  and  collected  quite  a number  of  species  of  fungi. 
These  included  the  black  Fairy  Clubs  Geoglossum  cookeianum,  which  we  had  seen  in 
the  past  at  Wells  and  the  Dune  Stinkhorn  Phallus  hadriani , which  was  quite 
frequent  on  this  occasion.  Surprisingly  though,  more  than  a quarter  mile  from 
the  end  of  the  trees  on  Holkham  Meals,  we  found  such  species  as  Cortinarius 
semisanguineus  and  Agaricus  comtulus . Among  less  common  species,  was  Lepiota 
alba  and  also  Agaricus  spissicaul  is , the  last  named  being  new  to  Reg's  list  of 
Norfolk  Fungi. 

On  the  21st  November,  we  walked  to  Blakeney  Point  along  the  shingle  ridge 
and  back.  Not  many  fungi  left  then,  but  we  found  three  species  all  together  on 
the  Hood,  on  the  way  back.  Tricholoma  terreum  and  Clitocgbe  nebularis  are  both 
supposed  to  be  woodland  species.  So  far  as  I could  calculate,  looking  at  the 
map,  the  nearest  tree  was  almost  two  miles  away!  However,  the  third  specimen  was 
in  its  correct  habitat.  The  expanded  cap  had  just  pushed  its  way  out  of  the 
loose  sand,  a characteristic  of  Agaricus  devoniensis . This  last  was  new  to  Reg's 
list,  and  he  also  confirmed  all  the  above  records. 


Alec  Bull. 
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ABUNDANT  DYKE  LIFE 


3 1 MAY  1990 

EXCH/v  . D 

GENERAL  LIBRARY 


Thirty  odd  years  ago, as  a young  lad,  living  in  Gorleston,  I used  to 
frequent  the  marshes  to  the  south  of  Breydon  water,  know  then  as  Humberstone, 
Fishers,  Gapton  and  Harfreys  marshes.  They  were  criss  crossed  with  a network  of 
dykes  into  which  I would  dip  my  nets  at  various  times  of  the  year,  in  order  to 
fill  my  jam  jars  with  the  various  creatures  living  in  the  water  that  could  be 
taken  in  the  net.  Needless  to  say, in  those  days,  the  aquatic  life  in  these  dykes 
was  abundant,  there  was  hardly  a dyke  that  did  not  harbour  much  that  was 
attractive  to  a young  boy  armed  with  nets  and  jars.  Frogs,  toads  and  newts  could 
be  found  quite  easily,  all  manner  of  water  beetles  and  mites,  three  and  ten 
spined  sticklebacks,  known  to  us  then  as  stannickles,  were  numerous.  Various 
aquatic  plants  and  weeds  were  also  to  be  found  in  large  quantities  and  many  of 
the  associated  insects  that  visit  and  frequented  the  dyke  areas  could  be  seen. 

Sadly,  over  the  past  few  years,  the  industrial  estates  have  taken  their 
toll  of  these  marshes  and  many  of  the  dykes  toward  the  south  have  disappeared  or 
are  partly  filled  in  along  their  length,  rendering  the  remaining  sections 
useless.  Some  are  so  full  of  rubbish  that  they  have  to  be  discounted.  However,  a 
little  over  a year  ago,  I decided  to  take  some  samples  of  water  from  a dyke  that 
held  a great  deal  of  rubbish,  industrial  and  domestic.  Some  evidence  of  oil  had 
at  some  time  been  spilt  into  it  and  it  was  indeed  difficult  to  find  a spot  from 
which  to  take  samples,  in  order  to  test  what  life  was  within. 

I was  most  surprised  to  find  that  this  most  disgusting  dyke  contained  most 
of  the  aquatic  life  that  I used  to  find  many  years  ago.  I have  found  tadpoles  of 
frogs  and  toads,  newt  larva,  both  sticklebacks,  most  of  the  usual  molluscs 
normally  found  in  dykes,  water  spiders  and  many  small  mites,  two  or  three 
species  of  caddis  larva,  I have  to  say  that  crustaceans  have  been  very  few 
indeed  and  of  the  copepods,  only  a few  cyclops  have  turned  up.  A few  water 
beetles  and  a few  leaches  have  also  presented  themselves.  Of  the  microscopic 
wildlife,  I have  found  enough  to  excite  my  interest,  although  I am  still  in  the 
process  of  studying  water  samples,  but  I have  to  date,  found  five  species  of 
rotifera,  several  polyzoans  such  as  Amoeba  and  Paramecium , numerous  diatoms  and 
I am  sure  that  in  my  study  of  water  from  this  dyke,  which  is  only  a small 
remnant,  I shall  find  much  more  of  interest. 


All  of  this  from  a fairly  small  remnant  of  a dyke  which  I thought  too 
polluted  to  harbour  life  at  all. 


Tony  Brown. 


ERGOT 


Ergot  Clavicers  purpurea  is  a fungus  which  attacks  the  fruiting  heads  of  a 
wide  range  of  grass  species. 

One  king  of  ergot  called  Claviceps  nigricans  affects  the  heads  of  the  Spike 
Rush  Eleochars  palustris  it  is  by  no  means  common  in  Norfolk.  I mentioned  this 
rarity  to  Ann  Brewater.  It  came  as  no  surprise  that  in  a few  days  I received  a 
package  of  infected  Spike  Rush  heads  from  her,  collected  in  the  Corpusty  area. 

The  black  ergots  occur  in  the  heads  of  last  years  Spike  Rush.  Eventually 
falling  to  the  ground.  Here  they  germinate  to  produce  spores  to  infect  the  next 
flower  heads  of  the  Spike  Rush. 


Reg  Evans . 
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ORTHOPTERA  RECORDING  SCHEME 

The  British  orthoptera  are  a small  group  comprising  11  grasshoppers  and  10 
bush-crickets,  plus  the  less  frequently  encountered  true  crickets  and  ground 
hoppers . 

This  article  is  concerned  only  with  the  six  species  of  grasshopper  and  five 
bush-crickets  commonly  found  in  Norfolk.  These  exclude  the  Large  Marsh 
Grasshopper  for  which  there  are  no  post- 1961  records;  and  the  Great  Green  Bush- 
cricket,  which  if  it  still  does  exist  in  Norfolk,  ought  to  be  discovered  by  its 
strident  song  audible  at  considerable  range. 

The  national  recording  scheme  for  orthoptera,  co-ordinated  by  the  Centre 
for  Terrestrial  Ecology  at  Monks  Wood,  Cambs,  has  been  gathering  records 
throughout  the  1980's,  and  their  newsletters  have  consistently  spoken  of  the 
scheme  being  extended  'for  one  more  year'. 

The  warm  dry  summer  of  1989  and  the  following  mild  winter,  should  make  1990 
a bonanza  year  for  recorders,  which  could  well  bring  the  recording  scheme  to  its 
conclusion.  Provisional  maps  published  to  date, show  almost  complete  coverage  of 
the  south  and  south-west,  but  vast  tracts  of  uncharted  territory  in  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk,  hence  the  Society's  current  initiative  to  encourage  a wider  interest  in 
this  group. 

Enclosed  with  this  edition  of  Natterjack  you  should  find  identification  and 
recording  sheets  which  provide  a key  to  the  Norfolk  grasshoppers,  and 
descriptions  of  the  county's  bush-crickets.  Although  at  first  sight  (or  sound) 
the  insects  may  appear  confusing,  they  are  easily  separated  into  their  separate 
species . 

The  hunt  for  them  will  take  you  into  grassland,  marshland  and  heathland 
habitats,  and  along  disused  railways  and  roadside  verges.  You  will  find  them 
where  you  search  for  flowers  or  butterflies,  and  records  from  your  own  local 
patch  will  be  just  as  important  as  any  from  prime  heathland  habitat. 

The  recording  sheets  list  sites  surveyed  so  far,  which  will  give  you  clues 
as  to  the  type  of  habitat  to  look  at,  and  also  serve  to  avoid  duplication  of 
effort.  Make  1990  the  year  that  you  took  up  grasshoppers,  and  add  something  new 
to  our  knowledge  of  the  fauna  of  the  county. 

Please  send  completed  record  sheets  (end  of  November)  to: 

David  Richmond , 42,  Richmond  Rise,  Reepham,  Norfolk,  NR10  4 IS 

Bibliography 

Grasshoppers  & Bush-crickets  - Andrew  Mohon,  Shire  Natural  History  (£1.95) 
Grasshoppers  - Valerie  Brown,  Naturalists  Handbooks,  Richmond  Publishing  Co 
(£5.95) 

Grasshoppers,  Crickets  & Cockroaches  - David  Ragge,  Warme  1965  (out  of  print) 
Grasshoppers  and  allied  insects  of  Gt  Britain  & Ireland 
-Judith  Marshall  & E C M Haes , Harley  Books  (£25.00) 

Cassette  tape 

Sound  Guide  to  Grasshoppers  and  allied  Insects  of  Gt  Britain  & Ireland 
- Harley  Books,  Gt  Horkesley , Colchester,  Essex,  C06  4AH  (£5.75  + 50p  p&p) 
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Workshop 

A workshop  on  grasshoppers  and  bush-crickets  will  be  held  at  Castle  Museum  on: 
Tuesday  3 July  1990  at  7.30  pm  19.30hrs.  All  are  welcome  at  this  evening  of 
slides  and  song! 


Q.M.C.  1990  WEEK-END  OPEN  MEETING 
July  21st/22nd, 1990 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  University  of  East  Anglia.  Those  who  live 
in  or  near  the  area  may  register  for  daily  attendance. 

Saturday,  July  21st 

'Shifting  Scaffolds  of  the  Cell',  by  Dr.  Richard  Warm. 

'Surface  Structure  in  Arthropods',  by  Dr.  Tony  Irwin. 

' Tardigrades ' , by  Ted  Chapman. 

'Centric  Diatoms  of  the  Norfolk  Broads',  by  Mr.  Keith  Clarke. 

'Microscopy  in  the  study  of  Plant  Diseases',  by  Dr.  Brian  Lewis. 

'Mounting  Entomological  Specimens',  by  Mr.  Eric  Marson,  Hon.  Member. 

19.00hrs  Norwich  Castle  for  President's  Reception  and  'Gossip'  Meeting. 

Sunday,  July  22nd 

'Some  Notable  Norfolk  Copepods',  by  Dr.  Richard  Hamond. 

'Feather  Moth  Flies'  (Psychoidea),  by  Mr.  Phil  Withers. 

'Monogenean  (Flatworm)  Parasites  of  Fish',  by  Dr.  Graham  Kearn.  (Video  Flim) . 
Mr.  Eric  Marson  - Practical  Session  for  those  interested  in  preparing 
Entomological  Mounts. 

Booking  Form  from  Hon.  Business  Secretary,  61,  Pewley  Way,  Guildford,  Surrey. 
GUI  3PZ. 


GLOBAL  WARMING 

Global  Warming  - is  it  really  happening?  It  may  be,  but  we  should  be 
distrustful  of  emotive  arguments  unsupported  by  evidence.  What  we  need  is  facts, 
as  naturalists  we  may  be  able  to  provide  them. 

Any  real  change  in  the  climate,  and  correspondingly  in  the  pattern  of  the 
seasons,  will  have  measurable  effects  on  plant  and  animal  life.  Many  of  us  will 
have  records  of  annual  "Biological  events":  dates  of  first  flowering,  first  and 
last  dates  of  birds,  etc.  Accuracy  is,  of  course,  essential,  if  only  to  ensure 
that  we  are  comparing  like  with  like,  but  if  the  expertise  is  present  in  the 
County  it  is  surely  amongst  the  membership  of  our  Society. 

If  you  have  such  records  going  back  over  a number  of  years,  and  would  be 
prepared  to  contribute  them  for  analysis,  please  send  them  to  me  at  17,  High 
Street,  Wells,  NR23  1EW.  All  contributions  will  naturally  be  acknowledged. 


Paul  Banham,  Chairman,  Research  Committee. 
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A COINCIDENCE 

Two  years  ago  a hoopoe  spent  over  a week  feeding  up  on  beeston  Regis  common 
before  continuing  its  journey  south  for  the  winter.  It  freguented  an  area 
freshly  cleared  of  Bracken,  but  was  soon  spotted  by  a local  bird  watcher  and 
very  shortly  its  whereabouts  was  announced  on  the  telephone  bird  line,  Twitchers 
from  all  over  the  county  were  soon  arriving  to  see  this  odd  individual. 

The  botany  of  this  SSSI  has  been  studied  and  recorded  for  over  a century 
( 400  plants  being  recorded  last  year  ) we  now  have  a few  plants  appearing  which 
have  not  been  recorded  before  namely  Sea  Campion  Silene  vulgaris  spp.  maritima , 
could  it  be  that  seed  was  brought  here  in  mud  on  boots  or  on  clothing  from 
reserves  further  along  the  coast?  as  these  plants  are  now  flowering  where  most 
of  the  twitchers  gathered. 

K.  C.  Durrant. 


MICROSCOPY  GROUP 

Our  programme  for  the  remainder  of  this  year, 1990  is  as  follows: 


Tues  15  May  Gossip  Meeting  at  Castle  Museum,  7.30  pm. 

Sat  9 June  A specimen  collecting  foray  to  West  Runton  Beach.  Meet  at 

the  car  park  at  TGI 85431  at  12  noon.  This  will  be  followed 
by  an  afternoon/evening  session  at  Castle  to  sort  our  finds. 


Sat/Sun  The  Quekett  Microscopical  Club  meets  in  Norwich.  Contact 

21/22  July  Tony  Irwin  at  the  Museum  (Nch  222222  x.  71242)  if  you 

want  to  attend. 


Tues  4 September  Phil  Withers  will  instruct  us  on  the  study  of  moth-flies. 

A rare  opportunity  to  investigate  this  little  known  subject. 
Castle  Museum  at  7.30  pm. 


Tues  9 October  An  outside  visit  to  a pathology  laboratory  in  Suffolk. 

Informal  arrangements  for  linking  up  with  transport  are 
suggested.  Contact  Tony  Irwin  if  you  are  interested. 

Tues  27  November  The  final  meeting  of  the  year.  There  will  be  much  to  discuss 
including  plans  for  1991  ! Castle  Museum  7.30  pm. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Subscriptions  were  due  on  1st  April  1990.  At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  on 
14th  March  1990,  the  Ordinary  and  Family  subscriptions  were  increased  to  £8  and 
£10  per  annum  respectively.  Those  for  Junior  and  Affiliated  Membership  remain 
unchanged . 

Please  send  your  subscription  to  the  Honorary  Treasurer  : 

Mr  D . A.  Dorling  "St.  Edmundsbury" , 6,  New  Road,  Hethersett,  Norwich.  NR9  3HH. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR  THE  NEXT  NATTERJACK.  I must  have  all  contributions  for  the 
next  Natterjack  well  before  the  1st  July  1990.  Contributions  to  Colin  Dack,  12, 
Shipdham  Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ. 
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1990 


1990/91  PHOTOGRAPHIC  GROUP  PROGRAMME 


Friday 
7 th  Sept. 


Monday 
8th  Oct . 

Friday 
2nd  Nov. 

Monday 
10th  Dec. 

1991 

Monday 
14th  Jan. 

Wednesday 
13th  Feb. 

Monday 
4th  March. 

Wednesday 
7th  April. 


Members  Evening:  To  renew  acquaintances,  to  welcome  new  members, 
and  to  enjoy  some  of  your  holiday  slides  at  the  first  indoor 
meeting  of  the  new  session.  Please  bring  up  to  12  slides  each. 

" Deserts,  Canyons  and  Caves  ". 

Lecturer:  Mr.  Max  Smith. 

" Some  Techniques  in  Nature  Photography  ". 

Lecturer:  Mr.  Norman  Carmichael. 

" Look  and  Listen  ". 

Lecturers:  Rex  and  Barbara  Haney. 


" Photographing  though  the  year  ". 
Lecturer:  Mr.  Reg  Jones. 

" Walking  in  the  Lake  District  " . 
Lecturer:  Mr.  Michael  Poulton. 

" From  Newborough  to  New  Jersey  ". 
Lecturer:  Mr.  D.  Paul. 

" In  the  Eye  of  the  Beholder  " 
Lecturer:  Mrs  Joyce  Robinson. 


To  commence  at  7.30  pm.  (1930hrs.),  all  of  the  above  meetings  are  being 
held  in  the  Sir  Edmund  Bacon  Room,  at  the  Assembly  House. 

Good  shooting  in  the  months  ahead,  do  not  forget  slides  will  be  required  in 
due  course  for  our  main  lecture  " Nature  Photography  in  East  Anglian  Reserves" 
to  be  given  to  the  Society  on  8th  May  1991.  Bob  Robinson. 

Please  let  me  have  your  petrol  gift  vouchers  to  exchange  for  prizes  for  the 
Society  Social  Evening  Raffle.  Please  give  the  vouchers  to  Colin  Dack. 
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FOXLEY  WOOD 

20th  May  1990 

A perfect  day  for  a visit  to  this  famous  wood,  it  coincided  with  a public 
open  day  by  the  NNT  who  have  recently  purchased  most  of  the  wood.  Large  areas  of 
deciduous  trees  had  been  replaced  by  conifers  in  past  years  and  had  led  to  the 
decline  of  many  of  the  rare  plants  and  insects  that  one  time  survived  here. 
Efforts  were  now  being  made  to  return  the  area  to  it's  former  glory.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  one  day  the  Purple  Emperor  butterfly  will  again  fly  in  its  old 
haunts . 

The  Early  Purple  Orchids  were  numerous  but  just  past  their  best,  Twayblades 
were  prominent  as  were  the  Greater  butterfly  orchids  which  were  extremely  common 
along  the  side  of  the  main  drive,  but  not  quite  in  full  flower,  Large  patches  of 
Yellow  Pimpernel  coloured  the  ground  as  we  made  our  way  beneath  Small  leaved 
Limes.  Many  of  the  leaves  on  the  Aspens  were  infested  by  the  Petiol  gall-midge 
Syndiplosis  petioli,.  Oak  leaves  also  had  been  rolled  up  to  form  the  pseudogalls 
by  the  red  weevil  Attelabus  nitans  while  another  red  weevil  Apoderus  coryli 
rolled  the  leaves  of  the  Hazel  bushes.  The  bright  red  Cardinal  beetle  Pyochroa 
coccinea  was  on  the  wing  in  many  of  the  glades. 

Another  colourful  insect,  the  iridescent  green  Tachinid  fly  Gymnochachaeta 
viridis,  was  often  seen  basking  on  the  tree  trunks.  Butterflies  seen  were 
Speckled  Wood,  Red  Admiral,  Peacock,  Orange-tip  and  Green-veined  White. 

A Curious  form  of  fasciation  was  in  evidence  amongst  the  Water  Avens  where 
numerous  flowers  produced  another  flower  head  from  the  centre  of  an  existing 
one.  Judging  by  the  number  of  these  freak  blooms  photographed  there  may  possibly 
be  examples  shown  at  our  Social  Evening  in  November. 

Ken  Durrant 

PROGRAMME,  AUTUMN  1990 

The  Programme  Committee  would  like  to  add  a few  notes  about  forthcoming 
meetings  this  autumn. 

The  talk  entitled  "An  Introduction  to  Fungi"  on  1st  October  aims  to  help 
beginners  and  those  who  have  not  yet  managed  to  get  to  grips  with  fungi  to  have 
more  success  in  identifying  them.  The  Fungus  Foray  on  7th  October  provides  an 
opportunity  to  put  this  new  knowledge  into  practice. 

Bob  Robinson  has  run  the  Photographic  Group  for  many  years,  and  his  talk  on 
15th  October  on  "The  Many  Faces  of  Nature"  is  sure  to  include  some  excellent 
slides . 

Dr  Malcolm  Thain's  lecture  on  14th  November  is  a review  of  the  discovery 
and  natural  history  of  sex  attractants  in  moths  and  other  insects.  He  will  deal 
with  the  chemicals  involved  and  their  use  in  pest  control. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  FOR  THE  NEXT  NATTERJACK.  I must  have  all  contributions  for 
the  next  Natterjack  well  before  the  1st  October  1990.  So  that  the  information 
about  the  Society's  Social  Evening  can  be  with  you  in  good  time.  Contributions 
to  Colin  Dack,  12,  Shipdham  Road,  Toftwood,  Dereham,  Norfolk.  NR19  1JJ. 

Why  have  I not  received  a contribution  for  Natterjack  from  you? 
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GRASSHOPPERS 

The  modest  attendance  at  the  grasshopper  workshop  in  July  highlighted  the 
challenge  facing  the  county's  naturalists  if  the  distribution  maps  for 
grasshoppers  and  bush  crickets  are  to  be  updated  in  this,  the  last  year,  of  the 
national  mapping  project. 

News  from  Ireland,  that  Brian  Eversham  and  colleagues  have  achieved  that 
country's  first  records  of  Short-winged  Conehead,  highlights  the  opportunities 
for  amateur  recorders  to  make  exciting  new  discoveries  when  working  with  this 
group. 

Norfolk  presents  its  own  challenges: 

Why  are  there  no  records  of  Dark  Bush-cricket  from  the  west  of  the  county 
when  its  familiar  autumnal  chirp  is  so  common  from  hedgerows  and  brambles 
elsewhere? 

Is  Meadow  Grasshopper  really  absent  from  the  East  of  the  county,  north  of 
the  River  Yare,  or  is  it  just  awaiting  discovery? 

How  many  inland  colonies  of  lesser  Marsh  Grasshopper  are  there,  how  close 
to  Norwich  and  Thetford  does  it  range  along  respective  river  valleys? 

These  and  many  other  questions  await  answers. 

Please  try  to  secure  as  many  records  as  possible  of  the  orthopteran  group 
during  the  summer,  and  send  details  to:  D.  Richmond,  42,  Richmond  Rise,  Reepham, 
Norfolk.  NR10  4LS. 

Data  required  are:  species,  grid  ref,  locality , habitat,  name  of  recorder . 

Live  or  dead  specimens  can  be  sent  to  Tony  Irwin  at  the  Castle  Museum  for 
identification. 

Records  of  earwigs  are  particularly  required.  This  species,  allied  to  the 
orthopterans,  is  covered  by  the  national  mapping  project  and  is  particularly 
under-recorded  in  Norfolk.  Details  to  David  Richmond  (Norwich  871000)  of  all 
localities  that  you  know  (grid  refs  please) . 

David  Richmond,  County  Orthoptera  Recorder. 

SWANTON  NOVERS  GREAT  WOOD 

Despite  the  rain,  members  had  a most  enjoyable  guided  tour  of  the  wood  by 
the  NCC  Warden,  David  Henshilwood  on  2nd  June.  Swanton  Novers  vies  with  Foxley 
Wood  for  the  title  of  the  most  important  remaining  area  of  ancient  woodland  in 
Norfolk.  Small  Leaved  Lime  is  one  of  the  tree  species  used  for  coppicing,  the 
newly  cut  areas  provide  light  for  a very  rich  ground  flora.  Both  sessile  and 
pedunculate  oak  are  found  as  standards,  along  with  their  hybrids,  and  in  one 
block  the  trees  have  been  grown  so  close  together  that  they  have  become  "drawn", 
and  the  deep  leaf  litter  only  supports  large  balls  of  moss.  The  rare  May  Lily, 
Maianthemum  bifolium,  was  in  flower.  It  was  first  recorded  here  in  1955.  It 
is  remote  from  houses,  but  it  is  not  known  whether  it  was  introduced. 

Carol  Haines. 

Have  you  paid  your  subscription  yet?  Subscription  rates  are  Ordinary  £8. 
Family  £10.  Junior  £3.  Affiliated  £15.  Subscription  were  due  on  1st  April. 
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VISIT  TO  ROOSTING  HILL  PITS 

Sunday  24th  June 

Barker  Bros  kindly  allowed  us  a visit  to  their  gravel  pits.  It's  a series 
of  small  pits  edged  by  willows  with  grassland  between. 

A newly  formed  hedge  beside  the  drive  constitutes  all  that  remains  of 
arable.  We  walked  it  rather  rapidly  on  the  way  down  being  distracted  by  the 
display  of  Poppy  and  Corn  Marigold.  However  on  the  way  back  we  found  Night 
Flowering  Catchfly,  Venus  Looking  Glass,  Small  Toadflax  and  Parsley  Piert. 
Barbara  Haney  found  an  unusual  gall  on  Mugwort  which  has  only  occasionally  been 
recorded  in  Norfolk.  The  terminal  leaves  were  bunched  together,  curled  down 
wards  and  deformed  and  of  a dull  port  wine  colour. 

In  the  afternoon  a small  select  party  went  down  again.  We  found  the 
Artemesia  gall  in  several  other  places  in  the  area.  We  watch  Little  Ringed 
Plover  with  chick,  Plover  with  four  chicks  and  three  Greenshank  flew  in. 

Taking  to  a fisherman  by  one  of  the  pits  we  were  able  to  assure  him  the  two 
little  birds  that  were  diving  under  the  water  were  not  Sparrows  but  must  be  baby 
Kingfishers  ! We  did  not  see  them  but  saw  a parent  flash  by. 


David  Mathias. 

SOCIAL  EVENING  - 7.30  P.M.  ON  SATURDAY  NOVEMBER  10th  1990 

Please  Note  Venue  : St.  Margaret's  Church  Hall,  Catton 

Unless  we  have  any  objections  from  members,  or  indeed  suggestions  to 
improve  the  celebrations,  we  intend  to  go  ahead  with  providing  refreshments  in 
the  same  format  as  last  year.  The  buffet  will  be  held  in  St.  Margaret's  Church 
Hall,  Catton. 


We  would  again  like  to  have  offers  from  any  members,  male  or  female  to  make 
up  one  of  their  favourite  recipes  so  that  the  choice  of  food  is  as  wide  as 
possible.  Reimbursement  will  be  mare  for  any  dishes  brought  along.  Please  phone 
or  write  beforehand  with  offers  of  what  you  would  like  to  bring  so  that  we  can 
assess  how  much  more  food  is  necessary  to  feed  the  flock. 

Due  to  price  rises  during  this  year,  tickets  will  be  at  a cost  of  £3.00 
each.  I'm  sure  that  everyone  will  agree  that  the  amount  of  food  ( and  drink  ) 
provided  is  good  value  for  this  cover  price.  Numbers  will  be  limited  to  around 
60  persons  and  tickets  will  be  on  sale  at  the  commencement  of  the  autumn 
meetings,  but  you  can  book  by  phone  or  letter.  Chegues  should  be  made  out  to 
R.C.  Haney. 

As  usual  the  first  part  of  the  evening  will  be  taken  up  with  the  showing  of 
slides  brought  along  by  members  of  up  to  12  each,  which  is  always  a very 
enjoyable  entertainment. 

Rex  and  Barbara  Haney,  Ardea,  124,  Fakenham  Road,  Taverham,  Norwich.  NR8 
6QH.  Telephone  (0603)  860042. 


